
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on Sunday, April 24th 2022 at 10:45, 
meeting  once more at Bethesda Chapel. 

Whilst some are able to meet in person, others we know are still at home. We hope 
and pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as we seek to worship 
God as a Church family, wherever we are.  

Our service today is led by Tim, as we begin a new series of studies entitled 
“Spiritual Warfare” He also plays the piano for us as we gather together! 

Tim walks from the piano to the pulpit, and welcomes everyone to Bethesda 
Chapel. He brings greetings from Alec, who has travelled to Germany to spend time 
with his family, and welcomes back some old friends - especially Mike and Sandra, 
whom we remember from Leamington Road days! We begin our service with a song, 
one we have sung in the past but not recently, so Tim hoped at least some of us recall 
it! He plays on the piano: For This Purpose 

For this purpose Christ was revealed 
to destroy all the works of the Evil One. 
Christ in us has overcome, 
so with gladness we sing and welcome His kingdom in                                                   
 Over sin, He has conquered (Men) 
 Hallelujah, He has conquered (Women) 
 Over death, victorious (Men) 
 Hallelujah, victorious (Women) 
 Over sickness He has triumphed (Men) 
 Hallelujah, He has triumphed (Women) 
 Jesus reigns over all! (All) 

In the name of Jesus we stand, 
by the power of His blood we now claim this ground. 
Satan has no authority here; 
powers of darkness must flee for Christ has the victory.                                                    
 Over sin, He has conquered…. 

Author: Graham Kendrick, CCLI Song no  # 24126                                                                                                          
Copyright@1985 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music Ltd)                                                                                                       
CCL No 5664 

Tim walks from the piano back to the pulpit, and leads us in prayer.  

“Thank you for the truths that we have just sung about, Lord Jesus.Thank you that 
you came into our world to defeat sin and death and all the powers of the evil one; 

1



the dark dominions who have control over our world, Lord, they were defeated at the 
cross through what you’ve done, through your death and resurrection that we 
remembered last week  on Easter day. Thank you Lord, that though we are involved in 
a spiritual battle Lord, you are the victor, and we can trust in you to help us in that 
battle. Thank you that we are on the winning side because of what you have done for 
us. We pray Lord, that this morning, as we think more about that battle that you call 
us to be a part of, that you will help us, strengthen us, equip us, encourage us, that we 
can all play our part together, as part of your army that you have called together by 
name. So Lord we thank you that we can join together here this morning. Thank you 
for what a great God you are, and for all the things that you have done for us. We 
pray that you will continue with us in our service this morning, in Jesus name. Amen.’ 

Tim moves to a table in front of the pulpit, on which is placed a vase!! It’s 
experiment time! 

Tim explains that we are talking about a spiritual battle, and uses some oranges to 
illustrate that we have God-given protection in that battle.  

One orange is unpeeled, and one has had its protection removed - ie its been peeled!! 
Tim asks us to consider that the vase of water can represent the problems, 
challenges, opposition we face in our daily lives, and first of all drops the peeled 
orange into the water - which sinks, as we feel we can do without God’s protective 
armour. He then drops the unpeeled orange into the vase, and hey presto - it floats!! 
Its stays above the water, it still comes ups even when its pressed down. With Gods 
help, we can continue to come up, though we will get wet occasionally, as we will still 
come into contact with the challenges of the world, but with God’s protection, we can 
rise up. 

A simple effective illustration! 

Tim then introduces our next hymn, which again he plays on the piano. 

We trust in you, our shield and our defender; 
we do not fight alone against the foe: 
strong in your strength, safe in your keeping tender, 
we trust in you, and in your name we go. 
Strong in your strength, safe in your keeping tender, 
we trust in you, and in your name we go. 

We trust in you, O Captain of salvation! 
in your dear name, all other names above: 
Jesus our righteousness, our sure foundation, 
our prince of glory and our king of love. 
Jesus our righteousness, our sure foundation, 
our prince of glory and our king of love. 
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We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling, 
and needing more each day your grace to know; 
yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing, 
'We trust in you, and in your name we go.' 
Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing, 
'We trust in you, and in your name we go.' 

We trust in you, our shield and our defender: 
yours is the battle yours shall be the praise! 
When passing through the gates of dazzling splendour, 
victors, we rest in you through endless days. 
When passing through the gates of dazzling splendour, 
victors, we rest in you through endless days. 

(Jubilate Hymns Version of We Rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender)                                                          
Author: Edith Gilling Cherry, CCLI SONG # 969384Copyright 1982 © Jubilate Hymns Ltd                                                                   
CCL no 5664 

Shirley came to the pulpit to read from the Bible: 
Matthew 28:18 - 20 and 2 Corinthians 10: 3 - 5 

Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.’


For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons 
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ. 

Tim introduced another song on our theme for today, this time shown on the 
screen at Bethesda, and during which the offering was taken. 

In Heavenly armour we’ll enter the land, 
the battle belongs to the Lord. 
No weapon that is fashioned against us shall stand, 
the battle belongs to the Lord. 
 We sing glory, honour, power and strength to the Lord.                                              
 We sing glory, honour, power and strength to the Lord 
 
The power of darkness comes in like a flood, 
the battle belongs to the Lord. 
He’s raised up a standard, the power of His blood, 
the battle belongs to the Lord. 
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 We sing glory, honour… 
 
When your enemy presses in hard do not fear, 
the battle belongs to the Lord. 
Take courage my friend, your redemption is near, 
the battle belongs to the Lord. 
 We sing glory, honour…. 

AUTHOR; Jamie Owens-Collins CCLI SONG # 21583 CATALOGUE; Fairhill Music 
COPYRIGHTS@1985 Fairhill Music (Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org) 
CCL No 5664 

Tim received the gifts, and prayed:  

We thank you Lord, for the truth of the words we have just been singing. We thank 
you that they remind us that although we are in a battle and the enemy is going to 
press hard on us, we do not need to fear, because you're the one who strengthens us, 
you're the one who enables us,  we just need to trust in you. We give praise and 
honour to you, as we’ve just sung Lord. We thank you too that we can give you a small 
token of our thanks for what you've done for us with these gifts. We pray that 
they’ll be taken and they'll be used wisely for the sake of your kingdom here and in 
other places. Amen. 

Tim then shared his Sermon: The Reality of Spiritual Warfare                                                                        
Introduc6on. 

We’ve sadly been reminded all too clearly over recent days about the reality of warfare.  Perhaps , 
if we’re honest, we’re relieved that that conflict s<ll seems quite removed from our day to day 
lives, although we’re all being affected by it.  Yet, if we’re Chris<ans, we too are engaged in a war – 
albeit a spiritual not physical one. Between Easter and Pentecost, we’re going to be looking on 
Sundays at the reality of this spiritual war and what it means for us. 
Although the war we’re engaged in is spiritual, not physical, yet s<ll we can draw lessons from the 
area of physical combat.  In par<cular, we can think about some key things in warfare: 
• Recognising we are at war 

• Knowing our enemy 

• Knowing and using the resources at our disposal to engage in the fight 

• Keeping the end in mind 

Going to look briefly this morning, as an introduc<on to our series, at some of what the Bible has 
to say on these points, then we’ll be following up in more depth over coming weeks.  We’re going 
to look at quite a few scriptures, but I’ll put the key ones up on the screen for us to look at. 

Recognising We Are at War / The Reality of Spiritual Warfare 

War starts with a declara<on of intent upon the enemy.  In the spiritual war that we’re a part of, 
our Commanding Officer is Jesus, and it is he who makes the declara<on of war and gives us our 
order of baQle: 
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War is declared: MaQhew 16: 15 – 18 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.” 
Order of ba>le is given: MaQhew 28: 18 – 20: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all na<ons, 
bap<sing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.” 
There are two goals in these marching orders:  
• First, what God has done for us, he wants to do for others: Colossians 1: 13,14: For he has 

rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves, in whom we have redemp<on, the forgiveness of sins.  God wants to invade that 
dominion of darkness, and bring men and women, boys and girls out of it into the kingdom of 
his son – that’s the war we’re engaged in. 

• Second, God also wants to build up those who are in the kingdom: Ephesians 4: 11 – 13: So 
Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up un<l we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, aQaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  God wants his church to be built up in 
knowledge, love and service, bringing glory to himself – that’s also the war we’re engaged in. 

This is reality.  And another reality is opposi<on – in any war, there are enemies, opposed to our 
goals.  Our enemies desperately do not want people to be taken out of their dominion of darkness, 
do not want the church to be built up, and will do anything they can to oppose it – cause whatever 
trouble they can.  Jesus himself warned his disciples that this was coming – John 16:33: “In this 
world you will have trouble” 
The New Testament is full of warnings and exhorta<ons about recognising that we are in a war.  
Don’t forget that these are wriQen to Chris<ans – the enemies are less concerned about those that 
are already in their camp, more concerned with those opposing them – that’s us! 
So make, no mistake, the spiritual war we’re in is reality! 

Knowing Our Enemy 

Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch Chris<an woman whose family helped many Jewish people escape 
from the Nazis during the Holocaust in World War II by hiding them in their home. They were 
eventually caught, and she was arrested and sent to the Ravensbrück concentra<on camp. Corrie 
knew something about enemies and spiritual warfare and this is one of the things she said: ‘The 
first step on the way to victory is to recognise the enemy.’  So who is the enemy? 
Bible speaks in various places of three enemies that we face, three sources of opposi<on.  The 
early verses of Ephesians 2 bring all of these to our aQen<on when they talk about where we used 
to be before we came to know Christ:  Ephesians 2: 1-3 : As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of 
the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All 
of us also lived among them at one <me, gra<fying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 
The three enemies are the World, the Flesh and the Devil.  Let’s take a brief look at each: 
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The Devil and his Allies:  
In a sense Satan, the devil, is enemy number one, as he lies behind the others.  He and his cohorts 
are unseen evil forces in the spiritual realm.  We can’t see them, but they’re nonetheless very real, 
as the Bible makes clear: Ephesians 6: 12: For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authori<es, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  We’ll look more next week at who the devil is, his 
nature and character, but suffice to say for today that he and his minions are implacably opposed 
to us – 1 Peter 5:9:  Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.  He hates us and wants to stop us being effec<ve soldiers in 
the baQle.  And he’s also subtle – a roaring lion is preQy easy to spot, but he is also a master of 
disguise, so may try to trick us into thinking he’s one of the good guys.  2 Corinthians 11:14: …and 
no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 
It's important that we don’t underes<mate him and that we’re aware of his schemes, but equally 
important that we don’t overes<mate him – hallelujah, his power is as nothing compared to that of 
our captain, Jesus. 
The World:  
The second enemy is the world.  Ever since the Fall, the world has been under Satan’s rule – and as 
a consequence  the world’s system and values are opposed to God and his ways.  1 John 2: 15-16: 
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not 
in them. For everything in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life 
- comes not from the Father but from the world.  As Chris<ans we are in the world, but not of it - 
we live in a ‘foreign country’, which tries to squeeze us into its mould, and we need to be aware of 
this and counter it with being thoroughly immersed in God’s Word.  Romans 12: 2: Do not conform 
to the paQern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
Again, we should not underes<mate the influence that the world seeks to have on us, but, again, 
the great news here is that our captain, Jesus, has overcome the World (John 16:33). 
The Flesh:  
The third enemy is ourselves!  Or at least, our own sinful human natures, described oqen in the 
Bible as ‘the Flesh’.  We are made in God’s image, but since man’s original disobedience to God at 
the Fall, that image in us is corrupted and we are naturally selfish and wayward, rejec<ng and 
rebelling against God’s will for our lives.  When we turn in repentance and faith to Jesus, we are 
reborn and are given a new nature, but unfortunately, whilst we are s<ll here in the world, the old 
nature is s<ll there, trying to drag us down.  This is the baQle within.  Paul described it well in 
chapter 7 of his leQer to the Romans: Romans 7: 21-23: So I find this law at work: although I want 
to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see 
another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of 
the law of sin at work within me. 
Probably none of us needs much convincing about the reality of this enemy – if you’re anything like 
Paul, or like me, you know all about this struggle.  However, again, we don’t have to be defeated – 
again, our captain, Jesus, has the answers – as Paul says as he concludes that chapter: Romans 7: 
24,25: What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 
Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
No<ce that our enemies are not other people!  Even if they are aQacking us, they are not the 
enemy – they need to be freed from the clutches of the real enemy, just as we were.  We need to 
pray for them. 
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Knowing and Using the Resources at Our Disposal 

We are not powerless in the fight – anything but!  We have been equipped with all the resources 
that we need for success in the baQle. 2 Corinthians 10: 3,4: For though we live in the world, we do 
not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 
the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.   
Our weapons are powerful because they are of divine origin.  As Paul puts it in Ephesians 6 verse 1: 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  So what are these weapons, our resources in 
the fight?  We’ll look at this in more detail later in our series, but for now, let us summarise some 
of what is at our disposal.  Our weapons include: 
• The Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit: The Word of God, which is the truth inspired and 

interpreted by God’s Spirit, was what Jesus used to fend off the aQacks of the devil when he 
came under fire; it’s also the way we recognise God’s will and prevent the world from 
squeezing us into its mould; and taking hold of God’s word weakens the hold our old human 
nature has upon us. 

• Prayer and Fas7ng: Prayer is a powerful weapon (James 5:16: The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effec<ve), which the devil is powerless to prevent us using – and it’s oqen allied 
with the prac<ce of fas<ng in the Bible. 

• The Name of Jesus:  The name of Jesus has great power.  It’s the name above all names, to 
which every knee will one day bow (Philippians 2:9,10).  The literal name ‘Jesus’ is not 
inherently powerful or some kind of magic word; it is powerful because of Jesus Christ, the 
person, God incarnate, who made a way for our salva<on. When we talk about the name of 
Jesus, we are talking about Jesus himself, his character and the things he does – that’s where 
the power comes from. 

• The Praise and Worship of God: We oqen see in the Bible how declaring the praise of God and 
worshipping him results in God’s power being displayed in difficult situa<ons (e.g. Acts 
2:23-31, 2 Chronicles 20:20-23). 

• Thankfulness: Philippians 4:6-7: Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and 
supplica<on, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.  Being thankful for what God has already done for us helps arm us for the fight ahead 
and protect us from doubt. 

• Our Tes7mony: Revela<on 12:11: And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their tes<mony, and they did not love their lives to the death.   Scep<cs may call 
into ques<on what you believe.  They may present their own set of ideas that seem to call into 
ques<on the Bible and the existence of God.  But what they can’t refute is your first-hand 
tes<mony – the enemy may come at you with lies and decep<on, but he cannot convince you 
that what God has done for you in Christ didn’t really happen. 

All of these are wonderful weapons God provides us with.  But the place we need to start is our 
posi<on in Christ.  Watchman Nee was a Chinese church leader and Chris<an teacher who worked 
in China during the 20th century, being imprisoned for his faith for the last 20 years of his life.  He 
wrote a short book reflec<ng on Ephesians called ‘Sit, Walk, Stand’, which I can highly recommend. 
Get hold of a copy or borrow mine!  It picks up on three words used in Ephesians as the building 
blocks for our Chris<an lives: 
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• Sit: We need to focus first on our posi<on in rela<on to God, which is where the early chapters 
concentrate – we are ‘seated with Christ in the heavenly realms’ (Ephesians 2:6) – having 
amazing blessings and security in him – we first need to sure of this. 

• Walk: Then we can understand how we should relate to other people as we live, or walk, in 
the world, which is where the middle chapters of Ephesians focus. Ephesians 5:15: Look 
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise. 

• Stand: Then we understand the right attude to our enemy – how we can stand our ground in 
the face of their aQacks, with the weapons and armour God provides (Ephesians 6) 

Keep the End in Mind 

Through all of this, let us also be encouraged as we keep the end in mind.  The great thing for us is 
that end of this war is already known.  The decisive baQle has already been fought – it’s what we 
were celebra<ng just last weekend.  As Jesus died and was raised to new life, the victory was 
assured.  We’re on the winning side!  Jesus overcame all our enemies – Paul puts it this way in his 
leQer to the Colossians: Colossians 2: 13-15: God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and 
authori<es, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  And because 
Jesus, our Captain, is the victor, we can be confident, not in ourselves, but in him. Thus: 
• God’s word tells us that when we resist the devil, he can’t stand up to us.  1 Peter 5:9,10: Resist 

him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the 
world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, aqer you have suffered a liQle while, will himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast.  James 4:7: Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

• God’s word tells us that when the world and its values press in on us, we can overcome: 1 John 
5: 4,5: For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the 
world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God. 

• God’s word tells us that when our minds come under aQack through the devil’s lies or our own 
sinful impulses, we can resist: 2 Corinthians 10:5: We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take cap<ve every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ. 

So, in Christ, we can know victory.  As Paul puts it in Romans 8:37: No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

Conclusion 

Spiritual war is the reality for Chris<ans.  Jesus declared war on the enemy and has given us our 
marching orders – an advance into the enemy strongholds of darkness with the light of the gospel.  
We need to recognise the enemies who oppose that advance, but not be scared of them – because 
we’ve been equipped in Christ to play our part, knowing that the victory is ul<mately secure. 
Where are you, where am I in the baQle today?  Have you come to Jesus and enlisted on his side?  
If you have, are you engaged with the enemy on the front line with the weapons he has provided 
for you?  Or have you gone AWOL?  Or, perhaps you’re involved in ‘friendly fire’, turning your 
aQen<on and aQacks on fellow believers instead of on the real enemy? 
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I pray that the Lord will use today’s message and those in the rest of our series to strengthen, 
encourage and equip us for the baQle ahead. Amen 

Tim asked Debbie to come and lead us in our prayers before the singing of our final 
song:  

• We praise you that you are a God who is in control, the King of the Universe and that there 
is no problem too big nor too small nor too difficult nor too mundane that you are not able 
to care about and respond to. May we take confidence in our prayers that you who made 
our world are perfectly able to fix it and may we, as your children in troubled <mes, let the 
peace of Christ rule in our hearts, knowing that everything is under your control. 

• We bring the country of Ukraine before you and plead with you to bring peace and jus<ce 
to that land – we cannot imagine the terror of living under bombardment, and we know 
your heart must be breaking over the situa<on there 

• We pray that you would turn Pu<n’s mind to peace or find some other way to turn the <de 
of war. We pray for Ukrainians seeking to nego<ate that you would give them wisdom and 
we pray for guidance for those in posi<ons of authority in that country, that they would 
make the right decisions to protect their people and bring this war to an end. 

• We pray especially for Mariupol, the besieged city. We pray for your peace to dwell in the 
hearts of those there, that they would turn to you and know your presence, even with the 
threat of death close at hand. Please enable a safe passage for civilians and fighters and 
may the Russians show compassion, that there might be no unnecessary deaths. We pray 
for the churches there and, in par<cular, have been asked to pray for the Church of Christ 
the Saviour in Mariupol and its pastor, Pavel Dymchenko – we thank you that his desire to 
share the gospel is unabated and we use the words of a prayer we have been sent to ask 
your blessing and protec<on on that church and its witness: 

• Almighty God and Father, author of peace, please continue to watch over your 
children in the church of Christ the Saviour in Mariupol. Please continue to bless 
Pastor Pavel as he teaches the good news of the gospel to the people who are 
caught in this terrible war. May the light of your precious son, our risen Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, guide them through this darkness. Just as you led the 
Israelites out of the darkness of Egyptian slavery, deliver your children from the 
horrors of this war. Please Lord show us how we can help them and honour you in 
our prayers and actions. In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, 
please hear this prayer. Amen 

• We pray, too, for those who mourn – may you comfort them and provide for their needs at 
this <me of loss 

• We pray for those separated from their families, maybe seQling in a new country far from 
home and loved ones – may they find kindness and rest and may they turn to you to look 
aqer their family and friends back in the Ukraine. May they know your peace and strength. 
We pray especially for children in this situa<on, that they would soon make friends and 
seQle into school 
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• May we, here in the UK, both at a government and individual level, seek to know what you 
would have us do to support our brothers and sisters in this war-torn land. 

• We bring our own country before you and ask that you will raise up men and women of 
integrity to lead this land and set an example, leaders who will promote your values and 
seek your wisdom to chart a pathway to the future. 

• We pray your blessings on our Queen, who has enjoyed her 96th birthday and is 
experiencing some mobility issues. May you strengthen her in her faith and may she 
con<nue to exert a Chris<an influence in our land 

• We pray for those experiencing financial difficul<es, due to the cost-of-living crisis – those 
who work hard but are struggling to pay energy bills, find fuel for cars or even pay the 
shopping bill and put food on the tables for their families. We pray for your hand to 
stabilise the situa<on and for help and support to be given to those who need it most – 
the elderly, children and the frail.  

• We turn our thoughts to the Church family and thank you for the bap<sm services last 
Sunday – may they be the first of many. 

• We pray that you would bless what we do and that you would draw people to yourself. 
Bless, too, the work of our friends at St Luke’s and St Aidan’s – thank you that  we were 
able to share a walk of witness with them on Good Friday 

• We pray you would bless our church leadership and give them wisdom, as they seek to 
guide us in Your ways – may their own knowledge and love of you deepen week by week. 
Encourage them we pray. 

• We pray for those who are sick or anxious or experiencing problems at the current <me 
and I will now leave a few moments for you to silently name and pray for those you know 
who need our prayers at this <me: 

• Lord, hear our prayers and answer them to the glory of your name and to show your love 
to our brothers and sisters that they might be built up in you. 

• So, Lord, we bring our prayers to you – creator of the universe, saviour of the human race 
and our friend and father. We are truly privileged to know you and be able to speak with 
you and we entrust our prayers to you, confident that you can do infinitely more than we 
can even imagine or hope for. Forgive us our lack of faith and increase our belief in what 
you can do. So, we ask all these things in Jesus’ name. 

• Amen. 

We sang our final song, shown on the screen at Bethesda, O church arise. Sung 
by Keith and Kristyn Getty, it is an older hymn with an added newer refrain: 

O church, arise, and put your armour on; 
Hear the call of Christ our captain. 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
in the strength that God has given. 
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With shield of faith and belt of truth, 
we’ll stand against the devil’s lies. 
An army bold, whose battle cry is love, 
reaching out to those in darkness.                                                                                            

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 
but to rage against the captor; 
and with the sword that makes the wounded whole, 
we will fight with faith and valour. 
When faced with trials on every side, 
we know the outcome is secure. 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died: 
an inheritance of nations. 
 Arise, shine for your light has come. 
 Arise, shine for the Risen Son. 
 Lift your eyes, we are His radiant bride, 
 Arise, o church arise! 

Come, see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 
as the Son of God is stricken; 
then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 
for the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away, 
and Christ emerges from the grave, 
this victory march continues till the day 
ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him. 

So Spirit, come, put strength in every stride; 
give grace for every hurdle, 
that we may run with faith to win the prize 
of a servant good and faithful. 
As saints of old still line the way, 
retelling triumphs of His grace, 
we hear their calls, and hunger for the day 
when with Christ we stand in Glory.                                                                               
 Arise, shine for your light has come….. 

Authors: Chris Tomlin, Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend CCLI SONG # 7065980                                                    
Copyrights @ 2016 S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) sixsteps Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music Ltd)Getty Music 
Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)                                                                                                                                              
CCL No 5664 
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Tim shared our Notices for this week, inviting those who wished, to stay for 
refreshments following the service, reminding us of the Tuesday Coffee Morning and 
Ladies Fellowship in the afternoon, Orbit Youth drop-in on Thursday, followed by the 
church fellowship Bible study evening, Movie morning on Saturday, New Life (Russian 
speaking) Church’s meetings on Friday and Saturday and a Communion Service here 
next Sunday morning, as we continue our series begun today.  

Finally we joined in saying together the words of the Grace: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 
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