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Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, meeting here at Bethesda Chapel on Sunday 
October 25th 2020 at 10:45.  

If you are not able to meet with us in person at present, we hope and pray that you will find 
this outline of our service helpful, as we all seek to worship God as a Church family, 
wherever we are. 

Our worship today is led by Tim who gives us all a warm welcome. He welcomes those who 
are present, those who are watching the livestream, (who are able to leave comments and 
feedback which is always welcome) and those who may watch the recording later. We also 
welcome those who are reading this at home.    

We are continuing our studies from the beginning of Luke’s Gospel,  where we see the 
miracle of God incomprehensibly made man, the miracle of the first Christmas, and we now 
join in song, with a Hymn that reflects this, one we haven’t heard for some time. Again, it is 
from Getty Music.  ( and those at Bethesda were not able to see it today , but had to be 
content with listening to it instead)                                                                                                                          

Getty Music and others are allowing churches to use their music in worship during the present time, 
waiving the usual copyright licensing arrangements, which is why we are able to watch and listen and 
read it today. 

(Whilst those meeting in person are not able to lift their voices in song, if you are at home 
you can sing as loudly as you wish, to any tune you like, or read the words either aloud or 
silently:) 

You’re the Word of God the Father, 
from before the world began; 
every star and every planet 
has been fashioned by Your hand. 
All creation holds together 
by the power of Your voice: 
let the skies declare Your glory, 
let the land and seas rejoice! 
 You’re the Author of creation, 
 You’re the Lord of every man; 
 and Your cry of love rings out 
 across the lands. 
 
Yet You left the gaze of angels, 
came to seek and save the lost, 
and exchanged the joy of heaven 
for the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer You fed the hungry, 
with a word You stilled the sea; 
yet how silently You suffered 
that the guilty may go free. 
 You’re the Author of creation….. 
 
With a shout You rose victorious, 
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wresting victory from the grave, 
and ascended into heaven 
leading captives in Your wake. 
Now You stand before the Father 
interceding for Your own; 
from each tribe and tongue and nation 
You are leading sinners home. 
 You’re the Author of creation…. 
 
 You’re the Author of creation, 
 You’re the Lord of every man; 
 and Your cry of love rings out 
 across the lands. 
 
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 
Copyright © 2002 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C 
Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) m) 
Used by permission, CCL. No 5664 

 

https://youtu.be/mVpkR4gYTlg 

Here is the link if you would like, and are able, to access the internet and would like to see 
what is being shown at Bethesda: 

Tim now leads us in Prayer. 
 
We note that whilst there is no birthday to celebrate this week, Joyce Naylor will be 
celebrating her 80th birthday next week, so those at home can practise singing Happy 
birthday to Joyce! We are all aware that Joyce’s life has always reflected God’s love in so 
many ways, and our next song reminds us of that amazing love that we can experience. 

We continue (by watching the screen at Bethesda) our time of worship with a lovely hymn, 
written by Robert Lowry, Here is love, vast as the ocean. 

Once again, this is a recording from Hymns at Home, 

 
Here is love wide as the ocean, 
loving kindness as a flood, 
when the Prince of Life, our ransom 
shed for us His precious blood. 
Who His love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 
He can never be forgotten 
throughout Heaven's eternal days. 
 
On the mount of crucifixion 
fountains opened deep and wide, 
through the floodgates of God's mercy 
flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 
poured incessant from above, 
and Heaven's peace and perfect justice 
kissed a guilty world in love 
 
Robert Lowry 
Public Domain, CCL no 5664 

https://youtu.be/mVpkR4gYTlg
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https://youtu.be/gpafl7bFN_I 

 

Tim now shares any notices for the week, including news of the sudden and unexpected 
death of Ruth Martin this week. Ruth has been part of the church family for many years, and 
has shared in many activities. She was a talented singer, and wrote poetry about God’s love, 
and she enjoyed taking photographs showing the beauty of God’s creation. We pray that the 
family will be enfolded in God’s love at this time. 

He also reminded us of: 

• Virtual Coffee time on Zoom @ 1 o’clock – Look for the Link 

• Thursday Prayer Meeting on Zoom @ 7.30 – Again, look for the link. Please join us 
for this precious time, it’s only half-an-hour, and no one expects you to pray if you 
don’t wish to. You can always add your own Amen to the prayers that are said, so that 
you make them your own. 

 

• Operation Christmas Child – there are still boxes and forms available. Morag has 
already  been able to make up 20 complete boxes, but items and boxes are still 
very welcome!  

 

We continue our study in the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel, and listen to Barbara reading 
Luke 1, 39-56. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the child you will bear! But 
why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound 
of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who 
has believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!” 
 
Mary’s Song 
And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has been mindful 
of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
holy is his name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful 
to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

https://youtu.be/gpafl7bFN_I
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just as he promised our ancestors.” 
 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 
 
Tim now shares his message based on this passage. Here are his outline notes. 

Introduction 

• I hope you’ve been enjoying and benefiting from our series in Luke as much as I have 

• The first chapter of Luke is the longest (in terms of number of verses) in the New 
Testament, but it’s what it contains that makes it amazing more than its length 

• We’re going to remind ourselves of the amazing news which Mary received in our last 
section, then see from today’s passage how she received an amazing confirmation 
which led her to sing an amazing song 

Amazing News 

• In last week’s message with Alec, we read about the amazing news that Mary received 
from Gabriel 

• Her response in verse 38 was a model of how all of us should respond when God asks 
something of us – Mary called herself the Lord’s servant – really the Lord’s ‘bond slave’. 
She could make no other response but glad obedience, but was happy to do so because 
she knew she had in God a loving, wise Master 

• Her response contrasts with that of Zechariah at the earlier birth announcement in the 
chapter.  Zechariah didn’t believe and asked for a sign to confirm what he’d heard.  Mary 
believed and asked for no sign – but Gabriel gave her one anyhow – the news in verse 
36 that Elizabeth was expecting – something else that people would have felt was 
impossible 

Amazing Confirmation 

• Mary was evidently so excited by the news and sign she had been given that she just 
had to go and see for herself – she ‘hurried’ to go to see Elizabeth (v39) 

• This was no simple undertaking – a journey of 50-70 miles from Nazareth probably 
taking three days 

• But it was worth it!  Immediately that she entered and greeted Elizabeth, she received an 
amazing confirmation of the truth of what the angel had told her 

• Elizabeth, straight away, prompted by the Holy Spirit, confirms the pregnancy – and how 
else could she have known other than by divine inspiration?  There were no text 
messages then!  How must Mary have felt – first the angel visit and now this!  Amazing! 

• We should notice that in these early parts of Luke, we see the Holy Spirit frequently at 
work – and in the lives of ordinary people.  In the Old Testament, we do read of the Holy 
Spirit’s work, but it was much less common and usually involved people who were 
leaders – prophets, kings, priests.  The average Israelite would typically have had no 
experience like this 

• It was a sign that God is at work in a great new way – a way that would mean the 
privilege of the Holy Spirit working in anybody’s life – from the greatest to the least.  This 
is now open to everyone! 
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• Elizabeth recognises that something great is going on here, greater even than the 
miracle in her own life, and that the child Mary is carrying is greater than all – she calls 
him ‘Lord’ (v 43) 

• It’s also amazing that we read twice (v 41,44) that the unborn John the Baptist also came 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, re-emphasising the significance of life in the womb 
– even an unborn child could have a spiritual awareness 

• Elizabeth blesses Mary twice too, noting on the second occasion in v 45 that the 
blessing follows on from Mary’s belief in what God had said.  This is a great lesson for us 
– blessing always flows from belief in God’s Word 

Amazing Song 

• After the amazing confirmation, Mary bursts into an amazing song.  Verse 46 says she 
‘said’, but the structure and language of what follows is very similar to the Psalms or 
songs of the Old Testament – the text is laid out in a similar way in our Bibles for that 
reason 

• We could say (even though it’s October) that it’s the very first Christmas Carol! 

• It’s a song inspired by the Holy Spirit in its utterance and in its recording by Luke, but I 
think it was also a product of Mary’s reflections on what God had revealed to her.  We 
know from later (Chapter 2 verse 51) that Mary was a very thoughtful person and 
perhaps she had had time during her journey to Zechariah and Elizabeth’s home to think 
things through.  

• This seems like a great example for us of putting into practice what we are instructed to 
do in Colossians 3 verse 16 – to let the word of God ‘dwell richly’ in our hearts – not just 
hear it, but let in live in us – resulting often in songs of praise as here 

• This was a remarkable song from a remarkable young woman – as a US comedy film 
from 1998 put it in its title, ‘There’s Something About Mary’.  Some people in 
Christendom have made the mistake of giving Mary a place and standing that she does 
not merit and going beyond what the Bible teaches about her, but we can make the 
reverse mistake and not learn the lessons from which we can benefit in Mary and her 
character: 

- She trusted in God despite her circumstances – an upbringing with no especial 
privileges in a backwater of the Roman Empire, in a despised town (‘Can anything 
good come from Nazareth’) – a great lesson for us at the present time 

- She had made moral choices in line with God’s will – she was a virgin – had kept 
herself chaste despite any temptations to the contrary.  In discussing pure and 
impure purposes in 2 Timothy 2 verses 20 and 21, Paul says that the person who 
purifies themselves from the latter becomes an instrument in God’s hand for noble 
purposes, useful to the Master.  Mary was certainly that 

- She knew God’s Word.  That is evident from the content of the song.  Every part is 
steeped in the themes of many parts of the Old Testament, particular strongly being 
similar to Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2 (someone has called it a ‘harmonious 
descant’ to that song), but also reflecting many parts of the Psalms and several other 
Old Testament writings (see later if you want to explore this further).  Her upbringing 
may have been simple but it was godly – perhaps Heli (Mary’s father mentioned in 
Luke 3:23) is owed a debt of thanks.  When someone knows and loves God’s Word, 
they are more prepared to respond to God’s call and to understand more of his 
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purposes, as Mary clearly did – she saw the wider significance of what God was 
doing in her life 

• The song expressed her own story, but also wider themes in which we can join too – and 
for that reason this song has been widely used for centuries in Christian worship, often 
being known as the ‘Magnificat’ – simply because that is the first word in the Latin 
translation of the first words of the song.  ‘Magnificat’ means ‘praises’ 

• Mary expresses her ‘magnificat’ (praises) of God in four ways: 

- Verses 46-48 express praise for what God had done for her individually.  She calls 
God ‘her saviour’ – she knew she was a sinner in need of rescue like everyone else.  
And even though she knew she was not special (in a ‘humble state’), she rejoiced 
that God had been mindful of her.  All of us, if we respond in obedience to God in the 
way of salvation he has made for us in Jesus, can share this joy of realising that God 
has been mindful of us! 

- Verses 49 and 50 express her praise for God because of who he is.  He is powerful 
(she had direct first-hand experience of this now) and holy – specially set apart, yet 
also amazingly ‘merciful’.  A holy and powerful God we might fear would have no 
time for undeserving people like us, yet in mercy he doesn’t give us what we 
deserve.  This didn’t just apply to Mary, but is true for us too – ‘from generation to 
generation’ as Mary puts it.  Brilliant! 

- Verses 51 to 53 talk about Mary’s praise that God has turned the values and 
expectations of the world upside down.  People tend to look in pride to themselves, 
or to powerful politicians, or to the wealthy and famous for leadership or solutions, 
but solutions are not to be found there.  God has time for and works in the lives of 
those the world looks down on, those who realise they can’t be self-sufficient and cry 
out to him for help and rescue.  What great news! 

- Verses 54 and 55 praise God that he is the one who keeps his promises – all the Old 
Testament history and promises of a saviour messiah that Mary was familiar with 
were coming to fruition at this time in her own experience.  When God promises, he 
always delivers! 

Some Old Testament Links in Mary’s Song 

Verse 46,47 1 Samuel 2:1 
Habakkuk 3:18 
Isaiah 61:10 
Deuteronomy 32:3 
Exodus 15:2 

Verse 48 1 Samuel 1:11 

Verse 49 1 Samuel 2:2 
Psalm 71:19 

Verse 50 Psalm 103:17 

Verse 51 Psalm 89:13 
Exodus 15:6 

Verse 52 1 Samuel 2:8 
Job 5:11 
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Verse 53 1 Samuel 2:5 
Psalm 107:9 

Verse 54 Isaiah 41:8,9 
Psalm 98:2,3 

Verse 55 Genesis 15 

 

Janet leads us in our prayers, 

Heavenly Father we thank you for the privilege of being able to come into your presence 
through the blood of the Lord Jesus.  Thank you that you went to the cross and rose again to 
save us.  We praise you because we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Thank you Lord, that we can and must make our needs known to You through prayer and 
thanksgiving.  You always listen, hear and answer in Your time.  Please fill our hearts with 
faith instead of doubt. 

We pray for our Church Family especially those who are struggling with anxiety and 
loneliness.  Help us we pray during these uncertain times as we try to cope during this 
Pandemic. 

Thank you Lord that we do not need to worry, but that You will guide us, even in these very 
difficult times.  

Thank you Lord that you love us so much, teach us through Your Holy Spirit to bring our 
worries to You and leave them with You. Nothing can separate us from your love.  

We remember in prayer those in and associated with our church who are mourning the loss 
of loved ones.  We ask you to grant them your peace, the peace which passes all 
understanding.          

We pray now for BMS workers Brian and Jackie Chilvers who are preparing to serve as 
nurses in Chad.  At the moment this work had been delayed because of the virus.  We pray 
that they may soon be able to serve you in Chad. 

Heavenly Father we thank you and praise you for the immediate help which reached 
shocked and desperate Christians in Lebanon who were suffering from the effect of the 
Beirut Explosion.  Help with critical needs including food, medical support and basic home 
security repairs.  Thanks to the generosity of supporters, Barnabas has sent just over 
£203,000 in emergency relief aid support. 

We also pray for vulnerable secret believers.  Converts from Islam to Christianity live in great 
insecurity in a country torn by political and sectarian strife and are particularly at risk. 

Heavenly Father, we do thank you for listening to our prayers. Please answer our prayers. 

Amen 

 
Tim then introduces our final song, which may be new to many of us. It is especially 
relevant in light of the Bible passage we have heard today. It describes the events we have 
been reading about, how Jesus will come and be robed in frail humanity, something we 
cannot really understand, such is the mystery! 

Those at Bethesda are able to see the video. 
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Come behold the wondrous mystery 
in the dawning of the King. 
He the theme of heaven’s praises 
robed in frail humanity. 
In our longing, in our darkness. 
now the light of life has come. 
Look to Christ, who condescended 
took on flesh to ransom us. 
 
Come behold the wondrous mystery 
He the perfect Son of Man 
in His living, in His suffering 
never trace nor stain of sin. 
See the true and better Adam 
come to save the hell-bound man, 
Christ the great and sure fulfilment 
of the law; in Him we stand. 
 
Come behold the wondrous mystery, 
Christ the Lord upon the tree; 
in the stead of ruined sinners 
hangs the Lamb in victory. 
See the price of our redemption, 
see the Father’s plan unfold, 
bringing many sons to glory, 
grace unmeasured, love untold. 
 
Come behold the wondrous mystery, 
slain by death the God of life, 
but no grave could e’er restrain Him 
Praise the Lord; He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliverance, 
how unwavering our hope, 
Christ in power resurrected 
as we will be when he comes! 
 
What a foretaste of deliverance, 
how unwavering our hope, 
Christ in power resurrected 
as we will be when he comes! 
 
Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa 2013 
© 2013 Love Your Enemies Publishing 
Used by permission, CCL no 5664 

 

https://youtu.be/0s7hOPUUZDc 

This is the internet link if you wish to use it, although I know some areas of Blackburn are 
having difficulty accessing the internet at the moment! 

Tim closes our service today as we share the Grace together: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, now and forevermore. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/0s7hOPUUZDc
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If you have any news you’d like to share let Judith or Tim know please! 
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