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Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, meeting here at Bethesda Chapel on 
Sunday October 4th 2020 at 10:45.  

If you are not able to meet with us in person at present, we hope and pray that you 
will find this outline of our service helpful, as we all seek to worship God as a 
Church family, wherever we are. 

Our worship today is led by our Pastor, Alec, and we begin by listening to Tim 
playing the piano, before Alec welcomes us all, reading some verses from Psalm 
122.  

We now join in song, with a Hymn we have seen and listened to recently, called 
“The Lord is my salvation”. The version shown on the screen at Bethesda today is 
sung by Kristyn Getty, who together with others wrote both words and music. 

(Whilst those meeting in person are not able to lift their voices in song, if you are at 
home you can sing as loudly as you wish, or read the words either aloud or 
silently:) 

The grace of God has reached for me 
and pulled me from the raging sea 
and I am safe on this solid ground: 
The Lord is my salvation. 
 
I will not fear when darkness falls, 
His strength will help me scale these walls; 
I’ll see the dawn of the rising sun: 
The Lord is my salvation.  
Who is like the Lord our God? 
Strong to save, faithful in love, 
my debt is paid and the vict’ry won: 
The Lord is my salvation. 
 
My hope is hidden in the Lord, 
He flow’rs each promise of His Word; 
when winter fades I know spring will come: 
The Lord is my salvation 
 
In times of waiting, times of need 
when I know loss, when I am weak, 
I know His grace will renew these days: 
The Lord is my salvation  
Who is like the Lord our God…. 
 
And when I reach my final day 
He will not leave me in the grave 
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But I will rise, He will call me home: 
The Lord is my salvation. 
Who is like the Lord our God?... 
 
Glory be to God the Father; 
Glory be to God the Son; 
Glory be to God the Spirit: 
The Lord is our salvation. 
 
Words and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Nathan Nockels and Jonas Myrin©2016 getty music publishing (bmi) / sweater weather 
music (ascap) (admin by musicservices.org) / capitol cmg paragon (bmi) / son of the lion (bmi) (admin at captiolcmgpubishing.com) 
Used by permission. CCL no 5664 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyLL04p0ms8         

Here is the link if you would like, and are able, to access the internet and would like 
to see what is being shown at Bethesda: 

Alec then leads in a brief prayer before sharing any notices for the week. He 
shares that Chris Catherall (who is at Bethesda) is celebrating her birthday this 
week. Those at home may wish to sing Happy Birthday! Its not too late to make a 
donation To BMS for Harvest, and the final notice is that we will once more be 
collecting shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child, run by Samaritans Purse. If 
you need more information, contact Morag. 

We were hoping that Allan Dewhurst would be able to share his testimony with us 
this morning, and whilst he is not able to be present in person, Alec will read it on 
his behalf.  

As the last vestiges of winter were disappearing and spring was on the horizon 
holidays were becoming a reality. I was thinking of blue skies, golden sands then 
Covid struck and everything came to a standstill. From having a future to look 
forward to everything stopped. 

Because I was classed as vulnerable we were plunged back into a different 
winter. I was in total lockdown. Everything seemed to be disappearing into a 
Covid mist. My depression was creeping up on me again. 

As winter turned to Spring our caravan was yearning to be back on the road 
again then that was taken away from us. Keswick Convention was cancelled but 
at least our boating holiday on the Norfolk Broads was still on. 

Then one morning at the beginning of June I wakened with pains in my chest. I 
took Gaviscon (other indigestion remedies are available) but it did not clear. 

Morag called the Ambulance Service and on my way to hospital I suffered a heart 
attack. 

Arriving at hospital in Blackburn I was immediately diverted to Blackpool where I 
was told they were waiting for me and by mid morning I had been fitted with a 
stent. 

After a few days I returned home but in a very poor condition and so Morag 
called the doctor out. He sent me for tests which revealed the presence of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyLL04p0ms8
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cancer. 

I was put forward for an urgent operation at the end of July and so holiday 
number three was cancelled. 

This operation did not go ahead as not enough time had elapsed between the 
heart attack and the operation. 

A month later I was admitted for the operation again, prepared for theatre, sitting 
in my gown and fancy socks ready to choose the type of anaesthesia to be used 
when both the surgeon and anaesthetist came to my bed and said NO. 

Apparently they did not have enough information about my heart to risk going 
ahead. 

I was told that it would now be the end of November for the operation. 

So Spring changed to Summer, Summer is now going into Autumn and as the 
second wave of the Covid is now on us it looks as though I shall be in lockdown 
for winter. 

We have gone full circle. I have watched the seasons through the window 
reminding me of the verse in Genesis 8.22 which tells me that summer and 
winter will never cease. This is God’s promise to us which I can take hold of and 
be supported by. 

Through my faith in Jesus Christ I have the assurance that as the seasons follow 
each other so He is faithful to His word. No matter how I feel I know His love for 
me is constant and He will hold me close even though I go through dark times. 
His love is unconditional and supports me through times of deepest depression 
when I know I am held in His hands and in His heart. 

 

We are now going to listen (or sung at home)  a song that echoes Allan’s words, 
“He will hold me fast” The first 2 verses were originally written over 100 years ago, 
but the final words have been added more recently. 

When I fear my faith will fail,  
Christ will hold me fast;  
when the tempter would prevail,  
He will hold me fast.  
I could never keep my hold  
through life’s fearful path;  
for my love is often cold;  
He must hold me fast.  
 
REFRAIN  
He will hold me fast,  
He will hold me fast;  
for my Saviour loves me so,  
He will hold me fast.  
 
Those He saves are His delight,  
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Christ will hold me fast;  
precious in His holy sight,  
He will hold me fast.  
He’ll not let my soul be lost;  
His promises shall last;  
bought by Him at such a cost,  
He will hold me fast.  
He will hold me fast…. 
 
For my life He bled and died,  
Christ will hold me fast;  
justice has been satisfied;  
He will hold me fast.  
Raised with Him to endless life,  
He will hold me fast  
‘til our faith is turned to sight  
when He comes at last!  
He will hold me fast… 
  
Words: vv. 1-2 Ada Habershon (1861-1918), Public Domain.  
Alt. words, new words (v.3), and music: Matthew Merker  
© 2013 Getty Music (BMI)/Matthew Merker Music (BMI) (adm. by Music Services)  
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. CCL no 5664 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNi3ejUCYrY      

This is the internet link if you wish to use it. 

Morag now leads us in prayer, recorded at home and shown on the screen at 
Bethesda. 

Dear Heavenly Father 

We come before you this morning with hearts filled with praise and thankfulness for 
who you are and for what you did for us when you gave your life on the cruel cross 
of Calvary. 

Sometimes we find it hard to understand why you were prepared to do this for us 
when we are so often unappreciative and disobedient and we can only wonder at 
your great love and compassion and say thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

Father we need to feel your presence with us so much in these times of uncertainty 
when each day seems to bring yet another restriction into our already limited 
lifestyles and we just wonder what the future holds. 

How calming and reassuring it is to know that you know the end from the beginning 
and you always have our interests at heart. You are in control of this universe and 
of each one of us. Often we find this so difficult to comprehend. 

Lord give us the ability and understanding to trust you and know that your ways are 
best. 

When our faith falters and we struggle with the enormity of all that is happening 
around us at present, help us to always turn to you. Saviour, you love us so much 
and you will hold us fast. Always and forever. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNi3ejUCYrY
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Our loving Father, we remember those of our fellowship, our family and friends who 
are suffering at this time with health issues. Those who have incurable and chronic 
illnesses, those suffering great pain and discomfort and others who are waiting for 
operations. Some are disheartened as they find it difficult to face tomorrow and they 
need to know how much they are loved by you and by us. 

Help us Lord to always bring our problems and worries to you. No one understands 
our needs more. You are always there when we call waiting with welcoming arms to 
hold us fast in your loving embrace. 

Lastly Lord we remember our rulers and government at this time as they continue 
having to make judgement calls with regards to how best to deal with the ever-
changing situation surrounding the Covid-19. We ask for your help and wisdom in 
all of their decision making. Lord we ask that they would realise that they cannot 
cure this epidemic on their own and that they need to turn to you for guidance and 
judgement in finding a way forward. 

Our Gracious Heavenly Father we have laid our petitions before you. Help us to 
fully lean on you and have patience. Your timing is always perfect and you have our 
best interests at heart. We know that if we fully trust in your love and wisdom you 
will hold us fast and never let go. 

Thank you for keeping us safe thus far. We trust our future into your hands. 

We ask all of this in the name of our gracious and Loving Heavenly Father giving 
you all the praise and glory. Amen. 

 
Ruth Martin now shares a Scripture reading for today, Psalm 96. 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
    he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
    but the Lord made the heavens. 
6 Splendour and majesty are before him; 
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name; 
    bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, ‘The Lord reigns.’ 
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    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 
    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
13 Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, 
    he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

Now it’s time for Alec to give his message, entitled “The Universal Gospel” 
based on the opening verses from Luke 1. 

The Universal Gospel             

Let me introduce you to someone special. 

He wrote down more of the New Testament than anybody else. 

He wrote the longest Gospel. 

He was the only non-Jew to write one of the New Testament Gospels. 

He wrote the entire Acts of the Apostles. 

He was born in Antioch and became a believer after Stephen`s martyrdom which 
he himself later recorded in Acts chapters 6-8. Following Stephen`s home call a 
great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem and all except the 
apostles were scattered. After Paul`s conversion and Peter`s vision of taking the 
gospel to the non-Jews we read in Acts 11 verses 19-21: 

“Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when 
Stephen was killed travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading 
the word only among Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, 
went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news 
about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of 
people believed and turned to the Lord.” 

That was the beginning of Luke`s spiritual pilgrimage, the start of his new life with 
the Lord.  

Luke is mentioned by name 3 times in the New Testament. This is rather difficult for 
a spontaneous quiz question so I`ll tell you where they are. Colossians 4:14, 
Philemon 24 and 2 Timothy 4:11. 

From these verses we see that Luke was one of Paul`s fellow workers in his 
ministry to the non-Jews. That he was a highly respected ministry colleague. That 
he was a trained doctor. Apart from Paul Luke was probably the only one amongst 
the early preachers of the Gospel with a thorough scientific training and 
background. 
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Paul worked for some time in the church in Antioch which is where and why Luke 
got to know him and probably not unsurprisingly Paul chose Luke to work with him. 

Luke is left by Paul and Silas in Philippi to look after the young church, but when 
Paul returns on his third mission trip as Paul comes through Philippi on his way to 
Jerusalem they go on together, Paul saying in 2. Timothy 4:11, “Only Luke is with 
me.” 

This is the early 60s. With Paul in prison in Jerusalem for the second time, Luke 
has rather a lot of time on his hands, gets out his laptop and starts writing. The 
internet connection was definitely too slow for watching Netflix. 

So what was on Luke`s mind? Let`s read Luke 1:1-4. 

These four verses are written to an exceptional standard of New Testament Greek, 
which does not reappear in any of the other 24 chapters of the gospel of Luke. He 
does this because he is writing to Theophilus, who is probably a very high 
government official maybe from southern Italy or even Sicily. 

What Luke begins is an epic description of the life, the sayings, the miracles, the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For that is what he is intensely committed to 
sharing.  

At this point you will be expecting me to say is that what you and I are intensely 
committed to communicating? To demonstrating? To showing clearly in our 
everyday lives? So I haven’t disappointed you! 

And I will say it again.  

Are you and I intensely committed to communicating Jesus, to demonstrating and 
showing clearly who Jesus is in our everyday lives? 

Jesus is our life and hope, our light in a very dark world. Let us make that clear! 

When I entered the student refectory “The Morning Star” was the only newspaper to 
be seen so I picked it up and looked at the sports page. It reported over a football 
game like this: “Dynamo played really well last night. If it hadn`t been for the five 
goals they conceded against Tottenham they might have won.” 

How we perceive what we experience is a variable of human behaviour; how we 
write about it of variable quality, validity and trustworthiness. 

In the Middle Ages the English Court reporter Espinasse was said only to have 
heard half of what was said in court and to have written down the other half. 

Creating facts is a little different from journalistic creativity. Twisting the truth is not 
a genuine substitute for intellectual honesty. 

This brings us directly back to Luke! What was he aiming at? What was he trying to 
do? What had he felt the Lord calling him to get on with? 

He hits the keyboard hard as he writes “Many have undertaken to draw up an 
account of the things that have been fulfilled amongst us.” 
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This appears to be something other than complimentary towards those who had 
already carried out this task. It sounds like he is saying, “You are off the rails. 
Couldn´t you manage better than that.” 

In the church in Antioch as well as on the early mission trips there would have been 
no difficulty finding eye-witnesses in the first generation after Christ`s Ascension. 
The apostles who had lived with Jesus, even Jesus` mother who lived in Jerusalem 
for some unspecified period of time, were well able to give direct testimony to those 
with whom they came into contact, to those to whom they ministered. Their role as 
eye-witnesses had developed into a role as servants of the Word as they went out 
and preached, journeyed and taught, built and strengthened churches. By the way I 
don`t think that means that they employed architects and construction engineers. 
For the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands. 

But eventually, and this is what Luke has been given a grasp of in Rome, someone 
would have to write this down properly. Specifically in the second generation after 
Christ`s Ascension it was critically important to get everything documented and put 
it in Microsoft Teams. 

So a non-Jew, a doctor, a believer who had worked together with Paul hears the 
call to write everything down. So that is exactly what he does. 

Is that what we do when we hear God`s call? Do I, do we do exactly what He says? 

Luke`s comments in verse 3 are not arrogant. For he knows what is needed and 
does it. He has a real servant`s heart. He had investigated everything from the 
beginning. Something he had been gifted to be able to do. And all those who read 
what he writes should know the certainty of what they have been taught.  

He is no wishy-washy, easy-going, super-cool shepherd of the sheep. He is as hard 
as nails. But as gentle as the Lord whom He knew and proclaimed. How does he 
write? What does he include? What does he emphasise? Just what does he 
concentrate on? What is particularly important to him? The best way to find out is to 
read it for yourself. To make it part of you. That you become a kind of energy-filled 
walking Luke`s Gospel. 

“Watership Down” was written by a former pupil of Bradfield College, a school at 
which I once taught and a school which also boasted Lord David Owen amongst its 
former pupils. Richard Adams’s 1972 book, “Watership Down,” is an epic about 
rabbits and the various threats to their way of life. It was filmed in 1978. We used to 
say about Watership Down, “You've read the book, you've seen the film; now, eat 
the pie!” 

You see we should really get into Luke`s gospel. Read it and inwardly digest it. 

 Luke`s gospel is thorough, it is accurate and it is orderly. He writes for the whole 
world. In 3:6 he completes a well-known quote from Isaiah 40:3-5 with the words 
“And all mankind will see God`s salvation.” Matthew, Mark and John by the way 
break off this prophetic quotation prior to these words. Unlike the other three NT 
gospels Luke does not frequently refer back to Abraham but to Adam.  
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His gospel is for Jews and non-Jews. His universal Gospel does not mean or imply 
that every single individual of the human race will be saved including those who 
reject Jesus. Luke`s gospel teaches that there is no kind of person that the gospel 
cannot reach. There is no boundary that the gospel cannot cross. 

He is telling the story of the Saviour of the world. He paints a galaxy of pictures to 
show that Jesus is there for the people who are despised by society; the poor, the 
weak, the difficult, the uncouth, the criminals, the ill, the people with special needs 
and for the so-called outcasts of our society and for the women of Samaria. 

The truth transcends national boundaries, language boundaries, cultural 
boundaries, boundaries of race and colour. 

Luke`s gospel was written in a time of material prosperity showing that spiritual life 
and spiritual thinking have not simply a pleasant role to play in a comfortable 
possibly sometimes complacent lifestyle, but that Jesus living in us is the central, 
decisive and controlling factor in our existence, in our very being.  

Jesus is not an esoteric add-on to an earthbound lifestyle. 

Jesus is not simply an interesting teacher in and amongst a plethora of living or 
dead guru-like figures. 

He is not a dubious, untrustworthy or uncertain character in a minefield of 
potentially helpful lifestyle exponents, an influencer, a trendsetter. 

He is the living God in person. He is alive. He lives in me and in all who have asked 
him to forgive their wrongs and set them free from sin and death and hell. He is 
alive in all who have given their lives back to Him who created and sustains them. 
He is the Lord of the universe. He is the Lord of all. 

That is what Luke`s gospel is about. That`s why he wrote it down.  

Yes, Luke wanted to produce an accurate historical record. 

Yes, Luke wanted to verify and present in an orderly manner the events that had 
occurred. 

Yes he wanted to establish the facts AND the truth in the life of the Lord on the 
earth. 

Yes, yes, yes to all these things. But as a consequence of that, that the accounts 
are read and through God`s grace enter the hearts and minds of us the readers and 
transform our lives. 

Jesus is the Light of the world. In this time when we are surrounded by so much 
pain, unbelievable anxiety, uncertainty, disorientation and depression HE sheds 
light on and in the darkness. Isn`t that what we really need? Isn`t He the one that 
we really need? 

Luke`s gospel is for all nations. As Ruth read for us so kindly in Psalm 96, we 
should declare His glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds among all 
peoples. We should say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 
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Among British people, Japanese people, German people, Chinese people, Polish 
people, Ukrainian people, south Asian people.  

For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 

I have arrived at the end of my message in which I have answered three questions: 

1) Who was Luke? 

2) What was his message? 

3) What have Luke and his message got to do with us today? 

Next week Gus Eyre will be with us and take us further in Luke`s Gospel chapter 1. 

Our closing hymn is another from Getty Music, this time “Forever Jesus.” This was 
written by Matt Papa and Stuart Townend, and is again sung by Kristyn Getty. If 
you are at home you may want to read the words aloud, especially the refrain – so 
for all my days I will sing my praise to the King forever Jesus. You may wish to try 
putting the emphasis on different words – king forever, my praise,  my praise, to 
see if that changes the meaning for you! 

My hymn of praise shall be forever Jesus, 
my firm foundation in shifting sands; 
my strength and hope through many fears and failures, 
the disappointments of the past – 
His constant love has held me fast.                                                                                        
So for all my days I will sing my praise 
to the King forever Jesus. 
Though the storms may rage He is strong to save, 
He’s the King forever Jesus! 

My song of joy shall be forever Jesus 
who bore the suffering, who made a way; 
His life a gift, His death a precious ransom 
that wipes the sinner’s guilt away, 
and turns our night to glorious day!                                                                                             
So for all my days… 

My final breath shall be forever Jesus 
when shadows lengthen before my eyes; 
My Lord and Friend, companion through the valley 
when dearest ones are left behind, 
His hand will lead me to the light.                                                                                                 
So for all my days… 

When I meet His gaze 
I will sing my praise 
to the King forever Jesus. 
All my sorrows past, I am home at last 
with my King forever Jesus! 



 11 

Matt Papa, Stuart Townend. Copyright (c) 2019 Getty Music Publishing/Love Your Enemies Music/Townend Songs (Adm. by 
SongSolutions www.songsolutions.org). All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCL no 5664       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yD0hhy3cQQ4     

This is the internet link if you wish to use it, although I know some areas of 
Blackburn are having difficulty accessing the internet at the moment! 

Alec closes our service today as we share the Grace together: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forevermore. Amen. 

If you have any news you’d like to share let Judith or Tim know please! 

Church news: Joan P has now moved to Eastbourne to be with her daughter. She 
is enjoying her daily walks by the sea and will try to keep in touch with us online! 
We wish her God’s blessing in her new life there, especially as things have 
happened more speedily than she anticipated! Contact Judith if you’d like her new 
address. 

It's not too late if anyone would like to donate to the BMS World Mission Operation 
Chad Harvest appeal - just let one of the deacons know, telephone Paul Carter on 
665717, send a cheque made payable to BMS World Mission c/o 153 Revidge Rd, 
Blackburn, BB2 6EE or see the “envelope” below.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yD0hhy3cQQ4

