
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on December 19th 2021 at 
4pm, meeting once more at Bethesda Chapel. 

The lifting of lockdown restrictions has resulted in the decision to meet 
in person at Bethesda Chapel once again. As everyone is not yet able to 
return, we still plan to use our YouTube channel to broadcast a recording 
of the services, and will continue to provide this written service sheet. 
We hope and pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as 
we all seek to worship God as a Church family, wherever we are. 

Tim is playing the piano for us today, accompanied by Kate on the violin, 
Naomi playing the clarinet and Paul W the double bass - the first time 
we’ve had a music group for a long time!! 

This Candlelit Carol is led by Paul C, who begins by welcoming us all to this 
special time together. He reminds us that next weekend we will be having 
a Christmas Day Service, on Saturday, at our usual time of 10.45, and the 
following day, Boxing Day, we will also be meeting at our usual time. He 
has been informed that these will not be long services but nonetheless 
meaningful, as we share together in the celebration of Christmas. 

Paul then proceeded to light the Advent Wreath, where three candles 
already burn. Today we light the 4th candle, signifying love, having 
thought previously of hope, peace and joy. He prays:” Ever-present God, 
help me to remember your unending message that whatever else 
surrounds me, whatever is denied me and whatever is yet required of me -    
I am always encircled by your love. Amen.” 

He lights the candles and returns to the pulpit: 
“In the past few years when we've had our candlelit carol service it's 
been more along the lines of nine lessons and carols. Today is going to be 
a little bit different, we will have the story told in a more dramatic style 
rather than nine lessons. Nonetheless I trust that you will be able to 
perhaps pick out more easily the message that each of these dramatic 
readings around these passages have to say to us today. But first of all 
lets join together in our first carol:” 

Carol 1 **From the squalor of a borrowed stable ** 



From the squalor of a borrowed stable, 
by the Spirit and a virgin’s faith; 
to the anguish and the shame of scandal 
came the Saviour of the human race. 
But the skies were filled with the praise of heaven, 
shepherds listen as the angels tell 
of the Gift of God come down to man 
at the dawning of Immanuel.                                                                                    

King of heaven now the Friend of sinners, 
humble servant in the Father’s hands, 
filled with power and the Holy Spirit, 
filled with mercy for the broken man. 
Yes, He walked my road and He felt my pain, 
joys and sorrows that I know so well; 
yet His righteous steps give me hope again – 
I will follow my Immanuel. 

Through the kisses of a friend’s betrayal, 
He was lifted on a cruel cross; 
He was punished for a world’s transgressions, 
He was suffering to save the lost. 
He fights for breath, He fights for me, 
loosing sinners from the claims of hell; 
and with a shout our souls are free – 
death defeated by Immanuel. 

Now He’s standing in the place of honour, 
crowned with glory on the highest throne, 
interceding for His own beloved 
till His Father calls to bring them home! 
Then the skies will part as the trumpet sounds 
hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 
but the Bride will run to her Lover’s arms, 
giving glory to Immanuel! 
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ANGELS (Based on LUKE 1:11 – 38), spoken by Judith) 

Angels! 

Angels everywhere!  

Like buses, you wait for hundreds of years and nothing comes along then 
suddenly the sky is full of them. 

Let me explain: my name is Elizabeth and I’m married to a priest, and 
have I got something to tell you. 

See, my husband is a priest called Zeke, and an angel came up to him and 
told him not to be afraid but his wife (little old me!) would have a baby 
who would be a special man, and Zeke's like a hundred and eleventy twelve 
years old and I'm, err, 49, and not had any kids. 

And soon after that, I got pregnant – wow! 

Zeke was lost for words.  

Really.  

For months.  

Not a word.  

Very peaceful it was. 

Anyway six months later, while I was still pregnant, my niece Mary had a 
visit from another angel who told her she’d have a baby too, and she was 
only fourteen, and this baby would be the king and saviour of the world!  

My bump didn't half give me a kick when we heard this! 

Our Bible Reading, a very familiar passage: Luke 2, 1-7 was shared 
by Janet. 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their 
own town to register. 



So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them. 

Carol 2  ** Silent night ** 

Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, and all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Saviour, is born!  
Christ, the Saviour, is born! 

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Songwriters: Joseph Mohr / Franz Xaver Gruber 
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THE SHEPHERD’S STORY based on Luke 2:8-20, spoken by Tony. 

Hi, my names…not that important really, and I’m a shepherd. 

Me and my mates were out on the hills one night watching the sheep when 
suddenly there was this right commotion – a great big shiny angel stood in 
front of us and said: 



“Don’t be afraid” (yeah, right! I was terrified), “tonight there’s been a 
baby born and he’ll be king and saviour of the whole world, go and see for 
yourself, he’s wrapped in rags and lying in a feeding trough in a stable 
down in the town!” 

Then WHAM!!!  

Bright lights, crazy noises, looked like a whole gang of angels all appeared 
at once and started singing: 

“Glory to God! Peace to men!” 

This baby thing I just HAD to see, so off we went leaving the sheep 
behind and sure enough, there he was – little scruffy baby in rags in a 
feeding trough, mum and dad looking pleased as punch and her just a slip 
of a girl. 

Truly magical it was, I’ll never forget it.  

“Glory to God!” 

“Peace on earth!” 

Lovely. 

A bit noisy though if I do say so… 

Carol 3  ** While shepherds watched their flocks by night ** 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 

"Fear not", said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind, 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind” 

"To you, in David's town this day is born, of David's line, 
the Saviour who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign”. 

"The heavenly Babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands and in a manger laid”. 

Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song: 



"All glory be to God on high and on the earth be peace; 
goodwill henceforth from heaven to men begin and never cease”. 

Words Nahum Tate 
Public Domain.  
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MATTHEW”S TALE, based on Matthew 2:1-6, spoken by Paul W 

My name is Matthew, former tax collector for the Roman emperor and 
now friend of the real king and saviour of the world. 

When I was a kid and got sent to Saturday School we were told that God 
would send a saviour and he’d be born in Bethlehem, a tiny nub end of a 
town famous for being old King David’s home. Seems it’s in the bible if you 
know where to look. 

Now I never imagined this saviour thing would happen in my time, but 
when it did happen (just after I was born but not by much) some 
scientists from Persia saw some “special” stars in the sky, figured out it 
meant that there was a new king, and came to find him. 

They asked the current king - Herod by name, paranoid and unpleasant by 
nature - where this new king would be born, he called the local priests, 
and they said “Bethlehem” just like we’d been told, and he told the 
scientists to come back and let him know where the baby was, then off 
they went to see the baby. 

Carol 4 ** O little town of Bethlehem ** 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth. 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 



No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
Author: Phillips Brooks (1868) 
Public Domain 
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We hear from a SCIENTIST based on Matthew 2:7-12, Michael 

Greetings from Persia, my name is very hard to pronounce and I am a 
renowned scientist. 

As Matthew has already informed you myself and my colleagues had 
travelled many miles on a special mission to find this new king as foretold 
in the stars, so when we arrived there and found the child we were very 
excited indeed, and we gave him and his parents a vast quantity of very 
special items – gold to show he was a king, incense to show he was a priest 
and myrrh to show that he would die a hero one day. 

When we were ready to go back to see Herod I had a sacred dream and 
God said to me: 

“Do not return to speak to King Herod! Travel onwards to your home by 
another route”. 

Which we duly undertook to do. 

Subsequently we have been informed that Herod wanted to kill the child - 
as Matthew has already intimated he was somewhat paranoid and 
unpleasant - so an angel instructed Mary and Joseph to repair to Egypt 
and wait some years for the threat to subside. 

Apparently that information is contained within the scriptures as well! 

Carol 5 **Angels from the realms of glory ** 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;  
ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:  



 Come and worship, Christ, the newborn king. 
 Come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,  
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 
 Come and worship, Christ, the newborn king. 
 Come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;  
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star:  
 Come and worship, Christ, the newborn king. 
 Come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in His temple shall appear:                                                                                                
 Come and worship, Christ, the newborn King.                                                                                            
 Come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King!           

Author: James Montgomery (1816)                                                                                                               
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JOHN: spoken by Paul C 

Now the baby grew up to be a man, a carpenter at first, then a teacher 
and prophet. But he was so much more than those things too... 

My name is John, I knew him as a man, and I know him still. I've written a 
couple of books about him but they only scratch the surface on what he 
did and what a difference he made to those of us who chose to follow 
him. 

One thing he did, just before he gave himself up to be killed, was have a 
special meal with his close friends. It was just before Passover and he 
took some bread, gave thanks to God for it then broke it and shared it 
round us. He said it was his body, broken for us. 

Then he took a cup of wine and gave thanks for it and we passed it round. 
He said it was his blood poured out for us as a new agreement between 
God and mankind so that we can be forgiven. 

In fact Christians remember this meal right up to today: they remember 
the baby born to be King, the child who was God with us, the man who 
died for our sins, and the king who will come again in glory to rule heaven 
and earth with God… 



Paul continues speaking, as himself now:  
“This past week I heard a preacher give a message entitled -  ‘If I were 
God’ - it’s strange title, but in the sermon he engaged in some creative 
imagination, he said that if he were God, and he decided to have his son 
come to this world, he would not have been born in a peasant village 
outside of Jerusalem, He would dress him up in a magnificent uniform like 
a superhero from space, and have him descend from heaven, go straight 
to the cross to complete the work of redemption and then to return. In 
other words he was saying, “I would send my son in Royal garb, to make a 
great big splash, and then depart from being seen." But that’s not how 
God did it! and there’s a reason why God didn’t do it that way, because 
Jesus came not only to die but to live, that he came to be the second 
Adam, the new Adam, to do for us what Adam failed to do. And so his 
mission was to be ‘in submission’ to all of the requirements of God. to take 
upon him self a human nature, to be born of a woman and of the seed of 
David, and so for the New Testament the birth of Jesus is profound,. 
significant, because it is the advent of  Emmanuel - the one who comes as 
our mediator and who grows up in the nature of the Lord, who has to learn 
obedience not from disobedience but from an awareness of all the 
implications of his mission. 
The birth of Jesus begins as Christ’s journey of willingness to empty 
himself of his glory, and to assume the posture, the rank and the status 
of a servant, the one from all eternity who was equal with God, to live 
with him as God with us and show us his true nature, that we may know 
him intimately. 
This is the story that we are sharing of Jesus’ birth, that we celebrate 
each year, and yes, he did come from heaven but he came as a helpless 
babe.of God with us.” 

We sing our final song: 

Final song  ** From heaven you came (servant King) ** 

From heaven you came helpless babe, enter'd our world Your Glory veil’d; 
not to be served but to serve and give Your life that we might live: 
 This is our God, the Servant King - He calls us now to follow Him, 
 to bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the Servant King 

There in the garden of tears my heavy load He chose to bear, 
His heart with sorrow was torn yet 'Not my will but Yours', He said. 
 This is our God, the Servant King…. 



Come see His hands and His feet - the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
hands that flung stars into space to cruel nails surrendered. 
 This is our God, the Servant King…. 

So let us learn how to serve and in our lives enthrone Him; 
each other's needs to prefer for it is Christ we’re serving. 
 This is our God, the Servant King…. 

Graham Kendrick 
Copyright @1983 Makeway Music 
CCL no 5664 

Prayer and Blessing: 
Before our final prayer, Paul thanked all those who have taken part, 
saying as well how great it was to have more than one musician and how it 
has been great to have one or two people we haven't seen for a while,in 
fact we still haven't seen one of them even tonight, Michael. God bless 
you for taking part and thank you and thank everyone here for who has 
shared in the story. Let's turn now to prayer: “ 

“Lord God our Heavenly Father, we do thank you for this day and this 
occasion where we can share the story where- in the twinkling lights and 
stillness and darkness all around, we are reminded that you are the light 
of the world in a dark world where things are not the way that we want 
them to be, and certainly not the way you would want them to be. So we 
do pray Father God that by your Holy Spirit you will encourage and enable 
us to be more and more like Jesus. We thank you for his life which set a 
pattern for our lives, that servant king. Show us how we serve each other 
at this time, it is great to be able to give gifts to our family and friends 
and to focus more on giving than receiving. We think of this world that we 
share in, our local neighbourhood with all its needs, our world wide family 
which is broken in many ways, people who suffer oppression, who are 
fleeing for their lives, those who are hurting, ill, scorned by others, 
abused and sick. We thank you Father that this will not continue forever 
but that as we celebrate your first coming now, we are reminded of your 
second coming which we look forward to earnestly, when this world will be 
taken out of the hands of the evil one in so many ways and will be 
transformed into heaven, where there will be no more crying, no more 
sorrow, but there will be joy everlasting in your presence. But we thank 
you Father that we can know you being with us in that Immanuel, you 
being with us not only at this time of year but each and every day. We are 
sorry for the times that we fail you in so many ways, by those things we 
fail to do, by those things that trip us up and those things that are done 
of our own selfish intent. We pray Father God that as you mould us more 



into the likeness of your son by the power of your holy spirit, that others 
will see us as your family, as it were twinkling lights in the dark world, and 
be drawn to it as we are drawn towards the light of the season. So be 
with us Father God and we thank you for this celebration today. In Jesus 
name we pray. Amen”.  

So we say the grace together: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 
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