
 
Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on December 5th 2021 at 10:45, meeting 

once more at Bethesda Chapel. 

As restrictions are eased at present, we are able to join together in worship again. 
However, as not all are yet able to return, we still plan to use our YouTube channel to 
broadcast a recording of the services, and will continue to provide this written 
service sheet. We hope and pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, 
as we all seek to worship God as a Church family, wherever we are.  

Our worship today is led by Colin, concluding our studies on Creation, as we look 
this morning at Genesis 3. It is also the second Sunday in Advent, so as Colin 
welcomes us, he lights the second Advent Candle.(which Colin said meant that there 
were only 13 days to Christmas, but there are in fact 20 days left!!)  

This candle, according to Colin’s sources, represents peace, (last week was hope), and 
we were reminded of the words in Isaiah, he shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, eternal Father -Prince of Peace - and it is important we reflect on the 
one called by the prophets, the Prince of Peace. 

We sing together an Advent Hymn, Hail to the Lord’s anointed, played on the 
piano by Morag. 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 
to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes with succour speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight. 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 
Before him on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, 
and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 

To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love. 

Author: James Montgomery (1821) 
Public Domain. CCL No 5664 
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Colin reflected on how our secular society may ignore the real reason to celebrate 
Christmas, but we know that this will not depend on having booster doses of vaccine, 
but the birth of the Christ child. 

Colin leads us in prayer. 

Our loving Heavenly Father, we come together on this second Sunday of Advent to 
celebrate the coming of your Son as the Saviour of the world. As the Prophet Isaiah 
declares, he is our Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father 
and the Prince of Peace, the one who came from your eternal Presence to manifest 
your fatherly love and mercy. Come Lord Jesus into our world of darkness and light 
up our lives with your coming. Fulfil our longings with the joy of your birth. Move us 
with your love, so that our actions will echo your peace, that we may seek to bring 
tidings of comfort and joy to those we come in contact with who are torn by 
suffering and sadness. We ask this through Christ our Lord, the Precious Prince of 
Peace, Amen. 

He then shares our notices for the week, reminding us of the Tuesday coffee 
morning, followed by the Ladies meeting; on Wednesday are invited to join with St 
Lukes,at 6.30pm, carol singing around Galligreaves, and Thursday is our fellowship 
evening. Saturday 1pm, sees the packing of the welcome bags, again with St Lukes 
ready for their distribution in the coming weeks. Next Sunday will be our Christmas 
Family Communion service, when Victor and Nike will be formally received into 
membership, so all are welcome. 

As Janet and Hywel come to take up our offering, those of us at Bethesda 
watch and listen to a Gospel song, sung by a lady who is 93 years old!   

I'm only human, I'm just a woman, 
help me believe in what I could be and all that I am. 
Show me the stairway I have to climb, 
Lord for my sake, teach me to take one day at a time. 
 One day at a time sweet Jesus, that’s all I'm asking of You, 
 just give me the strength to do everyday what I have to do. 
 Yesterday's gone, sweet Jesus, and tomorrow may never be mine; 
 Lord help me today, show me the way one day at a time. 

Do You remember, when You walked among men, 
well Jesus You know if You're looking below it's worse now, than then. 
Pushing and shouting that's crowded my mind 
so for my sake, teach me to take one day at a time. 
 One day at a time sweet Jesus…. 
AUTHORS Kris Kristofferson, Marijohn Wilkin CCLI SONG #33416 
COPYRIGHTS@1973 Buckhorn Music Publishers, Inc. 
CCL No 5664 

h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_7bPgENYk&list=RDGMEMMib4QpREwENw3_jAc0YgNw&start_radio=1 
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Becky leads us in our prayers of intercession. 

“Beautiful Heavenly Father in Heaven,  

Thank you to you are the light of the world, guiding our steps on your good path. Lead 
us your people to be faithful to you, help us to be encouraged and changed for the 
better. Help us to be protected from temptation and complacency. We want to be a 
church filled with joy. We want to sing your praises together, and when we pray, we 
want to pray with confidence that you will fill us with your holy spirit. We are your 
children gathered together to worship, serve and love you and each other.  

May we work together as members of one body and use wisely the gifts and 
attributes you have given to us to faithfully love and serve one another and you, our 
most precious Saviour. You know our every need, let us remember that. Fill us with 
the knowledge of your love. Gracious and compassionate, slow to anger. Give us 
boldness to reach others, you are able to do more than we ask or expect.  

Bless our church. When we are together precious Father you are in the midst of us. 
Strengthen our church Lord, let people listen and respond to you. Show us what we 
need to do, how to act to be attractive to our brothers and sisters. Please guide our 
tongues and our experiences of your greatness to those who have not come to know 
you yet as we know you. Help us to show friendship and compassion as you do, Lord 
Father. Show us the way to be your hands and feet and eyes and ears. Give us the 
confidence to talk about you and tell people of your promises to us that we are never 
alone. Your promises are always faithful and we need never to be afraid. That we can 
always trust you and depend on you.  

We pray this morning Lord God for all nations to live in harmony. Please Lord heal 
suffering and sorrow for all mankind. Give wisdom to our political leaders, help them 
to make the right decisions, gives them courage and perseverance. We pray for the 
children who are unloved and unwanted. We ask you to let your love become known to 
those of us who are not aware of you at this time. Children who are abused and 
frightened, young people who rely on drugs, who are hungry and angry all the time. 
Children of other lands who are recruit recruited for war, taught to fight and hate. 

We pray as well this morning Lord for people who live alone, loneliness is a terrible 
thing to conquer and particularly when you live alone. It is easy to become depressed 
and frightened, especially if you feel unwell and you don't know what's wrong. 
Comfort the bereaved and suffering and lonely we beseech you. Help us all to reach 
to someone even one person. How encouraging would that be to us if we could tell even 
one person what a wonderful privilege it is to know and love you.  

Indeed Lord we are privileged that we can come openly to your house of worship, that 
we can carry our bibles with us and speak aloud about the wonders of you. We are 
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very lucky to that we have a faithful pastor and deacons to reassure us when we are 
feeling lonely or rejected. We thank you for Alec and our church leaders and for all 
the work they put in behind the scenes. We thank you too for other ambassadors like 
Brian and Jacqui Chilvers for the work they continue to do.  

As we are nearing to Christmas we think about all the charities and aid workers who 
will try to provide for the last fortunate of us. Where would we be without our 
volunteers and people on the front lines. Please keep your protection over these 
people heavenly Father. Help the funding and let your word grow in these desolate 
places.  

We pray for patience as we once again are not certain what the next few months are 
going to be like. We know there is a different strain of the Covid to be worried 
about. This is a blow to everyone once again, especially people in the catering trade. 
Please Lord help us to bear this with tolerance.  

As I bring my prayers to a close may we just reflect in quietness for a few moments 
on all those people known to each of us who need your healing touch. We will pray 
silently a new Lord already know. Please place your healing hand upon them and let 
them feel your presence. Thank you that we can come to you with our prayers and 
anxieties and be sure that you will comfort us. In Jesus name. Amen  

We sing again, as Morag plays: God is good, we sing and shout it, on the piano. 

God is good, we sing and shout it, God is good, we celebrate. 
God is good, no more we doubt it, God is good, we know it's true.  

And when I think of His love for me, my heart fills with praise 
and I feel like dancing - 
for in His heart there is room for me and I run with arms open wide. 

God is good, we sing and shout it, God is good, we celebrate. 
God is good, no more we doubt it, God is good, we know it's true. 

Graham Kendrick                                                                                                                                                                                    
CCLI SONG # 63242                                                                                                                                                                      
Copyright @1985 Thankyou Music  (Admin. by Integrity Music Ltd)                                                                                                                                                    
CCL no 5664 

Colin briefly introduces our theme for today, as he considers Why do bad things 
happen? This is accompanied by 2 slides on the screen, one of the The Knife Angel, 
and the other of those killed by knife violence during the last two weeks ;  

Stephen and Jennifer Chapple at their home in Somerset, as their two children slept 
upstairs, stabbed over a parking dispute, and Twelve-year-old Ava White in Liverpool city 
centre aXer watching the switching on of the Christmas lights with her friends. 
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We have also heard of the murder of li"le Arthur Labinjo-Hughes,  u"erly distressing  Here 
was a six-year-old boy tortured, poisoned and assaulted by the people who were supposed 
to be caring for him. The video recording of a weakened Arthur trying to make a bed for 
himself on the floor, and crying out ‘no one loves me…no one is going to feed me’, is 
harrowing in the extreme.  
Why do these terrible things happen in our world? They are regarded by many as evil - we 
know that in the animal world this is commonplace, but we expect humans to behave 
differently. Clever scien`sts may be able to give reasons, but we know that evil can and will 
be overcome as God has done something about it, in Jesus Christ. 
  
Colin invites Jane to share our Bible Reading for today, Genesis 3, 1-15. 

The fall 

Now the snake was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden”?’


The woman said to the snake, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God 
did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and 
you must not touch it, or you will die.”’


‘You will not certainly die,’ the snake said to the woman. ‘For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.’


When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they realised that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves.


Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. But the Lord God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’


He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 
hid.’


And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from 
which I commanded you not to eat?’


The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it.’


Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’


The woman said, ‘The snake deceived me, and I ate.’
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So the Lord God said to the snake, ‘Because you have done this,


‘Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
  
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; 
he will crush your head, .and you will strike his heel.’


(Those at the chapel watched a cartoon on the screen, illustrating the Bible 
passage we have heard.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7LZnMHYrmY 

Colin shares his message: Where are you? 

I have three headings for you this morning, represen`ng the three main themes of our 
reading from Genesis chapter 3. They are The Rebellion, The Reckoning and The Remedy. 
Obviously, we can only cover these in a brief fashion, for there are so many Chris`an beliefs 
that hinge on this chapter. My inten`on is simply to wet your appe`te so you’ll want to 
study this great chapter in far more detail for yourself, as there is a lot in it with umpteen 
implica`ons for human life.  

The Rebellion – The picture we have here is of the Serpent temp`ng Eve to eat of the fruit 
of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Tradi`onally, it has been argued that Satan 
tempted Eve because she was, mentally, the weaker one of the two. But we can dismiss 
this argument, for one can equally argue that the Serpent went for Eve because she would 
be the harder of the two to en`ce and if he succeeded with her, Adam would easily fall into 
line. Equally, we can dismiss the idea that Satan is a rep`le, for he was no more a snake 
than he is a dragon or a roaring lion. These pictures in Scripture are merely 
representa`ons. The point is: like a snake he’s sly and cunning, and his tempta`ons, 
venomous. Nor was the tree, I suspect, an apple tree. What sort of tree it was, we are not 
told. 
We can observe five stages in The Rebellion and what is oXen called the Fall of Man into 
sin. These stages entail the rejec`on of God’s word or command. The first stage involves 
DOUBT. Let us compare God’s original command in Genesis 2 with the conversa`on the 
Serpent and Eve have together in this first part of Genesis 3. Note two major differences.  
The first difference is in the way God is referred to: it's always the personal ‘LORD God’ in 
chapter 2 and also in Genesis 3 a"er verse 8. But in this first part of our reading, the 
serpent and then Eve merely refer to the Creator as ‘God.’ It's less personal, almost like the 
difference between me referring to Joy as ‘my dear wife Joy’ and referring to her as ‘the 
wife.’ The serpent is, in effect, deflec`ng Eve from her personal rela`onship with her 
LORD. God is not being addressed personally, but instead is being talked about in a rather 
theore`cal way. It's as though the Serpent and Eve think God is out of earshot. They are 
apparently not worried about being overheard. And so, this is theology at its worst: the 
personal God drops out of the picture and is replaced with just an abstract idea of who God 
may be, what God may or may not have said, and what God may desire.                                                                                                                          
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The second difference is that the Serpent begins his tempta`on by misquo`ng God’s 
command. By adding a ‘not’ at the beginning of the command, he turns it from a posi`ve 
to a nega`ve, in order to make it seem a burden – an unfair restric`on. In this way, he tries 
to undermine God’s goodness. Also no`ce how he moves the phrase ‘of every tree’ to the 
end of the sentence to emphasise this restric`on and omits the word ‘freely’. 

From placing a doubt in Eve’s mind regarding the Word of God, the Serpent then goes on to 
a full DENIAL of God’s word: ‘You will not die,’ he claims. In other words, he lies by 
claiming, contrary to what God said, that nothing bad will result from breaking the 
command. 

In the third stage, the Serpent engages in a DISTORTION of God’s word by sugges`ng that 
the Creator is withholding something good from them, forcing them to live in a state of 
incompleteness. If they just eat the fruit all that will be taken care of and they will enter 
into a new, higher level of existence, for they will become divine. It’s as if he’s telling Eve, 
‘God doesn’t want you to be great, Eve, because that would threaten his greatness. But you 
can be great, Eve. God knows that you can be great – just as he is great – and he doesn’t 
want that.’ And so, pride goes before a fall. The Serpent has now planted a destruc`ve seed 
in her mind. 

Fourthly, we come to the DECEPTION or DELUSION. She determines for herself rather than 
by following God’s word what cons`tutes the ‘good life’. This then leads to the fiXh stage of 
DISOBEDIENCE where she, along with Adam, disobey God’s word and eat of the fruit of the 
tree. The fact that Adam does not appear at any stage to ques`on the ac`on suggests to 
me that it was Eve who was the point of resistance in the first place, and not Adam. Either 
way, they rebelled because they believed the serpent’s lies. They rebelled, because they 
wanted to believe the serpent’s lies. And so, they sold their souls to the devil. But Jesus 
reminded the people of his own genera`on: ‘What does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world but lose his soul?’  

Like Adam and Eve, we are called to live in God’s world on God's terms, and not in a world 
of our own devising. Sadly, when some people hear that they must live on God's terms, 
they feel like their fun will get spoiled and their freedom squashed. So how can we avoid 
that reac`on? How can we get into a good place without feeling put upon, hemmed in, or 
restricted? We avoid it by nurturing trust. When God says “Don’t” we can trust that God 
has our best interests at heart, and when God says “Do”, it’s because he wants us to enjoy 
life to the full. He’s a loving Father who wants the best for his children. The opposite of 
trust is distrust and rebellion. 

The Reckoning or Results 
What are the results of their disobedience and their fall from God’s grace? Overall, sin 
entered into the experience of Adam and Eve. They are now fallen or broken creatures, 
with the tendency to seek the bad and avoid the good, unless carefully directed and guided 
otherwise. That’s why we don’t have to teach our children how to be bad, or how to do 
wrong things. The opposite’s true: we need to inculcate good habits in them with the 
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desire to recognise the good and to do it at all `mes and in all kinds of situa`ons. And so, 
there are two main results of the Fall. 
  
The first result is that Adam and Eve have now to live their lives in a state of 
ESTRANGEMENT from God, their Creator, separated from him. Their close communion with 
him in the garden, so exquisitely stated in verse 8, is now fractured. We are alienated from 
his presence, and as a result we seek to create gods and idols for ourselves in our own 
image. We are exiles from God’s kingdom and the Tree of Life, with no hope of immortality. 
By nature and prac`ce we are lost souls, who are haunted by decline and death and the 
grim prospects of what could lie beyond the grave. The death that God promised in his 
command was ini`ally spiritual in nature, and then physical in the short to long term, 
depending on circumstances. As a result, death is the one certain fact of life – apart from, 
of course, taxes. And yet there is an emp`ness, a God-shaped vacuum in the human 
condi`on that people try to fill in all sorts of ways, in the hope of reclaiming the lost 
happiness, but these alterna`ves will always fall short and will fail to sa`sfy, and in some 
cases, will eventually destroy their lives.  

The second result is that there is now ENMITY and strife between the sexes, between 
humans in general, and between humans and nature. Nature is no longer seen as a friend 
but as an enemy, to be conquered and treated with contempt. For all the promises of 
COP26, nature will s`ll be regarded as something to be ransacked for the sake of 
materialism. Without a proper understanding of our origins, as based in Genesis, we will 
fail to credit the natural world with a sacred value.   

The Remedy – On the surface, all this looks dreadful, but this chapter does not end on a 
sour note, but with the promise of deliverance. And this promise is par`cularly relevant as 
we are now in the season of Advent, with Christmas fast approaching. There are clear 
good-news items in our passage. 
The main good-news is that the LORD God promises in verse 15 to send a seed or child who 
will destroy the Devil and everything he represents. This is the first pronouncement of 
God’s loving plan to save humankind from sin. For this reason, this promise is some`mes 
called the Proto-evangelium – or the first Gospel message of the Bible. At Christmas `me, 
we celebrate the coming of God’s Son into this scene of `me in order to be the Saviour of 
the world.  ‘Jesus’ means ‘Saviour’. He came to destroy the works of the devil. He s`ll 
comes to break oppression, to set the cap`ve free, to take away transgression and rule in 
equity. Through the life and cross-work of Jesus, we will no longer need to be enslaved to 
the Devil or entrapped in the kingdom of darkness. On the cross, Jesus destroyed the 
principali`es and powers – the Devil and his demonic forces. His resurrec`on declares his 
victory over Satan. And as the Victor, he can lead us in triumph over the Devil. We can be 
more than conquerors through Christ’s overwhelming love. 

Finally, God’s call ‘Where are you?’ comes down the centuries to you and me. Where do we 
stand in rela`on to God? Do we seek to hide from him, not by hiding in a garden, but by 
mel`ng away in the crowd, in our busy lives? We don’t wish to become Chris`ans and so 
we distance ourselves from God’s call. If we are Chris`ans, we too may be hiding from 
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God’s plan for our lives.  But God has provided a way out of our current estrangement, and 
the darkness of sin that can so easily entangle us, and into his glorious light through Christ. 
I pray that we will all respond with a ‘Yes’ to the offer of new life in Christ, so that this 
coming Christmas we will have special cause to celebrate the coming of Jesus, not only into 
this world but also into our lives through his Spirit, which is what so many of the carols we 
sing at this `me bear witness to. 

Our final song today may not be familiar to some (or even many), written by Graham 
Kendrick . A hymn of confession, it is based on Psalm 51, when King David asked: 

Have mercy on me, O God. 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy, 
the joy of your salvation.                                                                                              
Have mercy on me, O God….. 

O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare your praise. 

Have mercy on me, O God….. 

Graham Kendrick CCLI SONG #4016683                                                                                                                                  
Copyright @2002 Make Way Music (Admin. by Make Way Music Limited)                                                                                                                                                              
CCL No 5664                                                                                                                     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IRQTaSo9Nc 

We are encouraged to join together in saying: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 
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