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Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on Sunday February 14th 2021 at 10:45. 

The current lockdown restrictions have resulted in the decision to not meet in person 
at Bethesda Chapel at present. We plan to use our YouTube channel to broadcast the 
services, but will still continue to provide this written service sheet. We hope and 
pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as we all seek to worship 
God as a Church family, wherever we are. 

Alec welcomes us. 

“Good morning everybody. A warm welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, and to our 
online presentation for Sunday, the 14th of February 2021. This presentation is 
coming to you from the Black Forest in Germany, from Birmingham in the West 
Midlands of England, and from Blackburn and the Ribble Valley in Lancashire, but 
really it's not so important where we are when we are speaking to you and sharing 
with you, what's really important is that God speaks to us as we worship him, as we 
pray to him, as we read his word together. So we pray that God will speak to each one 
of us richly and bless our time together. Let’s start now.” 

We watch, read or listen to our opening song from Hillsong, in Australia, ‘You are 
my strength.’  

You are my strength, strength like no other, 
strength like no other reaches to me. 

You are my hope, hope like no other, 
hope like no other reaches to me. 
 In the fullness of your grace, in the power of your Name 
 you lift me up, you lift me up. 

Unfailing love, stronger than mountains, 
deeper than oceans, reaches to me. 
 In the fullness of your grace…. 

Your love, Oh Lord, reaches to the heavens; 
your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 
Your love, Oh Lord, reaches to the heavens; 
your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 

Songwriters: Reuben Timothy Morgan 
You Are My Strength lyrics © Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 
CCL no 5664 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeezo01meFA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeezo01meFA
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Esther shares our Bible reading: 

“Today’s reading is taken from the book of Luke, chapter 4, verses 14-30            

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone 
praised him. 
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, ‘Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. 
‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they asked. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Surely you will quote this proverb to me: “Physician, heal 
yourself!” And you will tell me, “Do here in your home town what we have heard that 
you did in Capernaum.”’ 
‘Truly I tell you,’ he continued, ‘no prophet is accepted in his home town. I assure you 
that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for 
three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah 
was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And 
there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one 
of them was cleansed – only Naaman the Syrian.’ 
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, 
drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and 
went on his way. 

This is the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.” 

We can join in song again, with Bless the Lord O my soul,(10,000 reasons) sung by 
Matt Redman. 

 Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul. 
 worship his Holy name. 
 Sing like never before, O my soul, 
 I’ll worship your Holy name. 
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The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, 
it’s time to sing your song again; 
whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 
let me be singing when the evening comes. 
 Bless the Lord…. 

You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger, 
your name is great and your heart is kind; 
for all your goodness I will keep on singing, 
ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
 Bless the Lord…. 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 
the end draws near and my time has come, 
still my soul will sing your praise unending; 
ten thousand years and then forevermore. 
 Bless the Lord…. 

Matt Redman 
Copyright© 2011 Thankyou Music 
CCL No 5664 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E 

Alec shares his Message for today:             „He went His way“ 

“A big „thank you“ to Esther for so kindly and helpfully reading for us today.  

Two weeks ago we looked at Jesus, son of Adam, son of God. 

1)Why is he so different? What makes him so special? When we meet him whom do 
we see? When we text him, how does he respond? When we engage with him what 
does he expect of us? 

What did Isaiah say,(9:5)? „A child will be born to us. God will give a son to us. He 
will be responsible for leading the people. His name will be wonderful Counsellor, 
powerful God, Father who lives forever, Prince of Peace.“ (ICB) 

That is who Jesus is! 

He has the responsibility for leading his people. All of them and all of it. Our 
responsibility is to follow him. Faithfully and completely. 

We have been getting to know him through Luke`s gospel, which has  meant that we 
are also becoming more familiar with the Old Testament laws as well as the prophets 
and with other New Testament gospels and books. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
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Today we have reached Luke 4:13 which gives us a kind of wing-mirror view of 4:1. 
What do I mean? What do we see in the mirror? We observe a multi-faceted picture 
of Jesus and the Spirit. 

4:1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the desert 

4:13 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit 

It is a three-fold picture. Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, led by the Spirit, in the power 
of the Spirit. 

What does this mean in practice? The same Holy Spirit who led Jesus into isolation, 
loneliness and seclusion in the desert leads him now into public life and ministry. At 
all times and in all situations he allows himself to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

Is that what we do? Or might it be true that we have partially or completely lost this 
readiness, this willingness, this commitment to being led by the Holy Spirit? In our 
work life, in our free time, in our relationships, in our decision-making? It is a real 
question and it is a real challenge isn´t it.  

Luke speaks from the power of the Holy Spirit. This word power, this dynamis, 
includes the meaning of being moved with power, of healing and straightening with 
power. 

In contrast to this godly power, out of  the word „dynamic“ we have made 
„dynamite“, with powerful yet destructive and explosive characteristics. 

But where the Holy Spirit and not our natural human spirit is at work he works not in 
a destructive way, but builds up constructively, creatively, in a godly and lasting way. 

Where there are physical and emotional needs in a fellowship like ours there is 
sometimes more awareness of our need of the Holy Spirit to help and guide. But 
whatever situation we are in we need the leading and empowering of the Holy Spirit 
each and every day. 

The same Holy Spirit who led us into the pandemic is leading us through it and will 
God willing lead us out of it.  

That is why Jesus is different. He is real. He is filled with the Spirit, led by the Spirit 
and lives in the power of the Spirit. Are we that real? 

2)What was Jesus calling? 

Jesus came back to his home town, the local boy made good. In Nazareth they think 
he is still the old school friend, the carpenter, the son of Mary and Joseph. Maybe 
they want him to make them some high-quality furniture or help them plan their 
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living room extension, perhaps giving them advice and hints on interior decorating. 
Isn`t this Joseph`s son? they asked.  

But Jesus is called to do and to go somewhere else. Before going to His death, Jesus 
had one sole purpose: to preach the message of the kingdom.  In Mark 1:38 we read: 
„Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else--to the nearby villages--so I can preach 
there also. That is why I have come." Jesus says: „Look, I am going to leave here 
now, because I have other places to go to and I`m going to have to preach there too.“ 

Jesus chooses the rejected, the unwanted, the unloved. He chooses the weak, victims 
of social hatred in its many forms, the poor and the needy. Jesus goes to the 
foreigners. 

He arrives in Nazareth from Capernaum, which later is going to become his adopted 
home. The news has gone round about everything he does and teaches. Matthew and 
Mark choose to report these things. 

He has healed the sick, the blind, the dumb and healed those possessed by demons. 
His calling and teaching of the disciples and a selection of parables are added pieces 
of the jigsaw of Jesus`s life recorded in the other gospels. 

He is now a preacher and no longer a carpenter. We will arrive next week at the end 
of Luke 4 where we read: „But he said, "I must proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." And he kept 
on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.“(Luke 4:43-44).  

His call was to talk about the kingdom of God. 

He taught in the synagogues, but His message received a cold response in His 
hometown of Nazareth. Though the people initially welcomed His words, they 
became indifferent when they realised He was Joseph’s son, just as “common” as 
they were. They wanted an exclusive kingdom with a distinguished King—and the 
son of Joseph didn’t meet their expectations.  

It was Jesus`custom to go to the synagogue on the Sabbath day. That is how he had 
been brought up. He didn`t go to the syngogue to meet old friends, because 
something interesting might be going on or because he felt guilty if he didn`t attend a 
religious ritual. He went to hear, read and teach the Scriptures and to share in 
fellowship with others. 

When Jesus sat down after reading from the scroll all eyes were fastened on him. The 
man who brought good news to the poor, to the prisoners, to the blind and to the 
oppressed was there, exercising his calling. 

In interpreting this scripture, he had interpreted his heart. 

They knew who He was. Though they may have not wanted to admit it. They knew 
that this was Jesus, the Messiah.   
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Still other eyes may have been fastened on Him because they were looking for 
something good to happen to them. They had seen his miracles and were hoping for 
one for themselves.  

What kind of a gospel are we looking for? What kind of a gospel will we accept? One 
that gives us sight, one that gives us liberty, one that gives us financial security but 
nevertheless allows us to choose to do what we like, when we like, where we like and 
with whom we like? 

You see that is just not the gospel of Jesus. Many people know this, but they choose 
to reject Jesus and the really good news. 

The Jews wanted their little Jewish kingdom. Do we want a nice comfortable „little 
baptist church“ special for us, unique for us and for our familiar and maybe historic 
church culture? 

Jesus speaks to everyone.  O yes, he went to the synagogue and spoke to the Jews. 
But they only wanted him on their own terms. The Jews were prepared to tolerate 
Jesus just to the point where he contradicted and contravened their expectations; then 
their response changed dramatically.  

But they just didn't want to hear words that would reveal the inner damage in their 
hearts, the mess in their lives, the weaknesses in their character, the lostness in their 
very being and would open up the path that would bring genuine and long-lasting 
healing. 

Let`s go back to verse 23. 

Physician heal yourself is an ancient proverb. (Similar proverbs with a medical theme 
appear in other Jewish literature. Such proverbs also appear in literary Classical texts 
from at least the 6th century BC).  

The moral of the proverb in general, containing within itself also a criticism of 
hypocrisy, is to attend to one's own defects before those in others. There is an echo of 
similar scepticism in the taunts that Jesus would ultimately hear while hanging on the 
cross: "He saved others; himself he cannot save." 

Jesus says that he knows what they are thinking; they are saying if you are as virtuous 
as you say you are heal the people of your own home town. In verses 24-27 Jesus 
illustrates what he is saying by giving two Old Testament examples. 

The people of Israel were in dire need of rain at a time of famine but God did not 
send his servant Elijah to one of their widows but to a foreign widow in the middle of 
nowhere in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. How that must have hurt their pride. 

Yet again many suffered from leprosy in Israel but God used his servant Elisha not to 
cleanse them but Naaman the Syrian. Wow! God did not even answer the needs of his 
own people but of the foreigners! 
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Jesus goes to the foreigners.  Furthermore irrespective of nationality, language, age, 
sex, background or social status, He speaks to all the peoples of Lancashire, to Polish 
and other East European peoples, to Urdu speakers, to those from Pakistan, to men 
and women, well-educated or not, white collar workers, blue-collar workers, 
employed or unemployed. He speaks to everybody. That is Jesus`calling. 

3) Jesus received an enthusiastic reception followed by hateful  rejection. 

We read already in v.14 that the news about him spread throughout the whole 
countryside. In v. 15 that everybody praised him. In v. 22 that all spoke well of him 
and were amazed at his gracious words. 

The listeners, the crowds, the Jews were amazed at what Jesus said and did. They 
were thrilled, they were excited.They must have applauded and rejoiced. But Jesus 
reveals their hidden pride and arrogance. Jesus sees that they would accept him, but 
only when he recognises their position above other people. But Jesus just says „No. 
Do an about turn, ask forgiveness for your sins and follow me.“  

But the people in Nazareth did not feel in need of help. Their hearts were full and 
they had no hunger for spiritual things. They didn't think they were lost sinners. They 
looked down with arrogance on the unclean heathen. They insisted on and relied upon 
their own privileges.  

These are difficult things for me to say, difficult for each of us to accept. But the 
Bible is not filled with candyfloss,  Choc-Crackle Peanut Butter Cups and guilt-free 
dark chocolate mousse.  

When the implications of what Jesus was saying were seen to cut across the pre-
conceived notions and ideas they had, they sought to run him out of town and murder 
him. 

Again and again we see that Jesus himself brings about this change! He kinds of 
provokes their hateful rejection by showing them what their real motives are, by 
showing them what their hearts are really like. It`s not a pretty picture and they don`t 
appreciate one bit the insight that he has.  

Verse 28 reads „All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this.“ 

Do you see what I see here? It doesn`t say one or two people, a dozen or so people, a 
minority of the people, a narrow majority of the people. It says ALL the people were 
furious when they heard this. 

Look at it a second time:does it say they were furious with what he said so they sent a 
letter to the Sanhedrin? Does it say they were furious so they decided to discuss and 
debate the issues with him? 



Page 8

No, it says they were furious with what he said so they got up, drove him out of the 
town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to 
throw him off the cliff. 

Isn`t that just unbelievably crazy? They know Jesus is God, they know he is the 
Messiah, they know what he has said but they do not want to do it. So they decide to 
kill him. 

There is a lovely verse fitting this in Ezekiel 33:32: 

„Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a 
beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put 
them into practice.“  

What does Jesus do? He walks right through the crowd and goes on his way. 

So they had a miracle, just a different one from what they had thought out and 
requested. Jesus has gone. 

The application is this. We know Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God. We love to hear what he is saying, to see the wonders he is doing. But do 
we put what we hear and know that he says into practice? 

Jesus went on His way. He went away. Jesus has gone. He has gone on His way. 

Jesus says to those who have given their lives back to him,  

 „Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.“ 

Have we given our lives back to Jesus? Are you a disciple of Jesus? 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.” 

Thats’ a cue for music:  

For many Christians, Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord, ranks high among 
worship hymns of all time. It is a beautiful song with a clear and simple message. It is 
a call for us to tune out everything and focus on the Lord. The Holy One is here and 
nothing else matters.                                                                                                  
It is one of the most beloved modern hymns that are full of the teachings of the 
scripture. It reminds us of the tradition long gone where hymns were used as vehicles 
for spreading the teachings of the church.                                                                     
The author of this hymn is David J Evans who wrote this song in the 1980s. The 
inspiration for it is said to be the story of Jacob fleeing from his brother. While in 
the wilderness he had a dream where he saw angels going up and down a ladder to 

https://hymnology.hymnsam.co.uk/d/david-j-evans
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heaven. The Old Testament says, " ‘then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “surely 
the Lord is in this place and I did not know it.” 

We can watch, listen, read and sing together: 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 
come bow before him now with reverence and fear: 
in him no sin is found - we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 
how awesome is the sight - our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace - 
no work too hard for him, in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

Sung by Middlesborough Baptist Church NBA Big Sing                                                                                                    
Copyright@1986 Kingsways Thank you music                                                                                                                                 
CCL No 5664                                                                                                                                                                           
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U&feature=youtu.be 

Brenda leads us in our Prayers of Intercession 

“Please join with me now as we pray together - let us pray: 

Our Loving Heavenly Father, we thank and praise You again for your presence with us 
this morning and for the many good things you have given us, but most of all for Your 
love and guidance, especially as we move through difficult times. 

Lord, we thank and ask You for so much but there are also many things that we need 
to say sorry for, so now we ask You to please forgive us for things we have done 
wrong and omissions we have made. 

Again, we thank You that we are still united in many ways through modern technology, 
and with post and phone and we are grateful for those who contact and cheer us.    
Many many people have worked so hard during the last year to help others and work 
extra hours.  We continue to offer our grateful thanks for all these. 

Lord God, we pray for help and guidance for the leaders of our country and many 
others with responsibility, as they are challenged by how to safely return to 
normality.  As we do, Lord, please restrain the careless ones and may testing, new 
treatments and vaccination be effective.  Thank you for the fast roll out of vaccine 
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and for those working tirelessly to achieve it.  Lord we ask that many will turn to You 
for help and give You their trust. 

Heavenly Father, we remember the needs of the world especially where isolation is 
difficult and war and persecution continue.  We pray for countries with little health 
provision and where millions are hungry and need help, more-so now with the 
pandemic.  Lord we  ask that by sharing knowledge and resources, we can all move to 
better things. 

We ask for Your presence, Lord God, with those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, some in heart-breaking circumstances, and also with those who are ill and those 
needing intensive care, but we also give thanks for many now slowly recovering.  We 
also thank You for all front line workers in hospitals and many other places, in 
whatever way they serve, and ask for their safety and well being. 

Lord, many people have problems.  Some have lost income and businesses and have 
families to support.  We thank You that the government and many others have helped 
and we pray for the continuation of this and that all may have food and shelter.  May 
there soon be an upturn in the economy throughout the world and the solving of the 
continuing Brexit problems. 
Heavenly Father, again we bring to You those who feel continuing loneliness, and we 
ask for Your presence with each one for support and comfort, also we remember 
those in care homes, who can't see their loved ones properly. 
We pray for families with children at this time, as many continue to struggle with 
home education and difficult circumstances.  As children hopefully move back to 
school may this be successful in every way, so that they can catch up with all they 
have missed.  Please protect and support all teachers and those working in schools. 

Many of us have personal worries, illnesses and difficulties Lord, and some problems 
are on hold.  We pray that the NHS can soon safely move on to getting back to normal 
and for Your presence and healing for many we know who are ill or struggling at this 
time.  In a quiet moment now, we name some before You. 

We thank You for our Pastor who is there when we need him, and for the Deacons 
alongside him, working in the background.  We pray for the new Lent Calendar project 
and ask that many will be inspired to write for it, read, and be uplifted by it. 

Lord, we pray for Christian leaders throughout the world, asking for their strong 
leadership and wisdom, and also we bring before You the work of the BMS - 
remembering our Link Missionaries, Brian and Jackie Chilvers - and  other charity and 
mission workers as they seek do their best for You in challenging times.  Many people 
throughout the world have turned away from You, but please help all Christians to 
continue to tell of the promises of Jesus Christ whenever and wherever we can.  As 
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we move on, hopefully. to less restrictions, may You lead our church fellowship here in 
new ways to reach out to the community around. 

Now we offer these prayers and the many in our hearts to You, Heavenly Father, in 
the Name of Jesus Christ Your Son.     Amen.” 

We are drawing our time together to a close, and as we do so, we can all share 
together in another familiar hymn, (often associated with funerals!)  and sung to a 
beautiful welsh tune called Penlan:  

In heavenly love abiding, 
no change my heart shall fear: 
and safe is such confiding, 
for nothing changes here: 
the storm may roar around me, 
my heart may low be laid; 
my God is round about me, 
and can I be dismayed? 

Wherever he may guide me 
no want shall turn me back; 
my shepherd is beside me 
and nothing shall I lack. 
His wisdom ever waketh, 
his sight is never dim; 
he knows the way he taketh 
and I will walk with him. 

Green pastures are before me, 
which yet I have not seen; 
bright skies will soon be o’er me 
where darkest clouds have been: 
my hope I cannot measure, 
my path to life is free; 
my saviour has my treasure, 
and he will walk with me. 

Public domain. 
Composer: Anna Laetitia Waring                                                                                                                                                 
Sung by St. Germans Church Cardiff to the tune Penlan                                                                                                              
CCL no 5664                                                                                                                                                                           
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SFxG0h57kk&feature=youtu.be 

Alec leads us as we close our worship together: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SFxG0h57kk&feature=youtu.be
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“Hello again! We’ve almost come to the close of our online presentation today, hope 
you’ve enjoyed being with us, found it encouraging and at the same time challenging.  
At the close of the service after the Grace there will be a bonus song 
‘Hallelujah,Jesus is risen’, sung in the Punjabi language but with English subtitles, we 
hope you enjoy that and find it a help too. If you want to contact us, or me personally 
please contact blackburnbaptistchurch.co.uk or our Facebook page or make a note or 
message on our YouTube channel where you are watching now and I’ll be pleased to 
get back to you or we’ll be pleased to get back to you as soon as we possibly can. 

Let’s share together in the words of the Grace: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen.  

Bye for now, see you next week, God bless you.” 

Those with access to the internet may wish to watch the Bonus song:                                     
you may recognise at least one word - Hallelujah! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFQ0SmIGUMg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFQ0SmIGUMg

