
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on Good Friday, April 2nd 2021 at 10:45. 

The current lockdown restrictions have resulted in the decision to not meet in person 
at Bethesda Chapel at present. We plan to use our YouTube channel to broadcast the 
services, but will still continue to provide this written service sheet. We hope and 
pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as we all seek to worship 
God as a Church family, wherever we are. 

Alec welcomes us. 

“Good morning everybody. Welcome once again to an online presentation of Blackburn 
Baptist Church, coming to you today once more from the Black Forest in southern 
Germany. Today is a really important day. Today is the day on which we particularly 
remember the death of the Lord Jesus Christ,, our Lord, for our sins, who through 
his death and resurrection gave us new life. I have chosen some really wonderful 
traditional hymns for today which I hope you will enjoy listening to and singing. Let's 
begin now.” 

When I survey - recorded in the Royal Albert Hall 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.  

Isaac Watts 
Public Domain, CCL No 5664 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEp6WKSXYQg 
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Alec shares our Bible Reading: 

“The reading this morning is from the New Testament, from Luke's Gospel, Chapter 
23, verses 26-49.” 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 
As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in 
from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  A 
large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for 
him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; 
weep for yourselves and for your children.  For the time will come when you will say, 
‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that 
never nursed!’ Then 
“‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 
    and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 
For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they 
came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals
—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, 
“If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
here was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!” 
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 
under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
The Death of Jesus 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a 
righteous man.”  When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what 
took place, they beat their breasts and went away. But all those who knew him, 
including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 
these things. 

We now have an opportunity to lift our voices again, or read quietly to ourselves: 
“And can it be”  sung by Stuart Townend. 
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And can it be that I should gain 
an interest in the Saviour's blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain, 
for me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 Amazing love! How can it be 
 that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

(“Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
to sound the depths of love divine! 
“Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more. 
 “Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
 let angel minds inquire no more.) 

He left His Father's throne above 
so free, so infinite His grace, 
emptied Himself of all but love 
and bled for Adam's helpless race. 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free 
for O my God, it found out me! 
 'Tis mercy all, immense and free 
 for O my God, it found out me! 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
fast bound in sin and nature's night, 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
 My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
 I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

No condemnation now I dread, 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine. 
Bold I approach the eternal throne 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 Bold I approach the eternal throne 
 and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Charles Wesley. 
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Public domain, CCL no 5664 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg 

Alec now shares his message for today, “Jesus, remember me.” 

What are we interested in today? 

What is the focus of our a"enKon? 

What are we concentraKng on? 

Preparing and eaKng tasty hot cross buns?  

A great lunch with Easter lamb? 

Online Good Friday bargains? 

Great TV coverage or neQlix films? 

Magnificently wri"en and beauKfully performed Good Friday Passion music? Like the oratorio St 
John`s Passion or the St. Ma"hew`s Passion wri"en by Bach telling the Biblical story of Jesus' 
crucifixion.  

Should I give you today an introducKon to the best moments of these masterpieces of religious 
music? 

What about arKsKc creaKons of Jesus on the Cross? PainKngs of the crucifixion of Christ by 
Rembrandt, Rubens, Bellini and Bo^celli. Should I put them up on the monitor so we look at those 
together? 

Or are we maybe looking to feel with Jesus in his sufferings, to feel with Him in the agonies of the 
Cross, to look inside the cries of his heart? 

Do you know what Jesus is looking for? He is not hoping to hear or to see deeply moving works of 
arKsKc importance or cultural significance, he is not looking for sincere sympathy. 

He is looking for you to believe. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. Jesus is not 
calling us to sympathy. He’s calling us to faith. 

But maybe we say, well we`re OK. We`re religious people. Don`t need any of this being saved 
business. No need to be that fanaKcal. 

You know a focus on Jesus as the perfect sufferer does not inevitably take a man or a woman to 
faith in Jesus as the perfect Saviour. 

The Gospel writers including Luke have not aimed to answer the quesKon “What was his suffering 
like?” but have been asking the quesKon “What did his suffering achieve?” In other words, what 
was the  purpose of these events as opposed to being preoccupied with the suffering itself? 

Maybe we sKll think it is good to be religious, to  be churchy. You see, religion makes people 
confident in themselves doesn`t it. But think about this. Religion makes people stand up on flimsy 
and eventually unstable ladders and look down on everybody else. Religion is seen in the response 
of religious Pharisees. For example we might look at a Pharisee welcoming Jesus to his home and 
not understanding why Jesus would deal with a sinful woman. Why? Because religion thinks that 
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God responds posiKvely to people when they do good things. But you see Jesus is not really a 
Messiah on the side of organised religion. Being religious and knowing Jesus might seem like the 
same sort of thing, might sound about the same but our religion probably doesn`t bring us 
anywhere near the Lord. 

As we have been looking together in the past months at the unfolding and the development of the 
life of Jesus in Luke, it has become apparent to us all repeatedly that the ministry of Jesus is 
orientated towards and is embraced by those who live beyond the margins of religious orthodoxy. 
Those who are outside the box. It is a centurion in Ma"hew and Mark who says, “This man truly 
was the Son of God!“ According to Luke the centurion says as we read in v.47 „Surely this was a 
righteous man. Then it is the crowd who beat their breasts and say to themselves, “There was 
something dreadfully wrong here.” The whole orientaKon of the gospel in Luke’s way of wriKng it 
down is that Jesus is reaching out to the least and the last and to the lek out people. Jesus has not 
basically come to put together a group of religious professionals. He has not primarily come to 
organise a show full of  doctrinally correct conference speakers that wander round lakes and help 
out those in difficulKes in the troubled waters of life.  Well there is really nothing wrong with 
authoritaKve bible teaching and exposiKon for believers is there. But can we hear the echoing on 
the waters of C. T. Studd“s words when he said, “Some seek to live within the sound of church and 
chapel bell, but I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell.” Jesus is concerned with teaching; 
Jesus is concerned with counselling, Jesus is concerned with healing and with pracKcal help 
ministries but here today he is rescuing men and women which He will conKnue to do. That is why 
He came, the Creator of the Universe, the Maker of Heaven and Earth who dies a cruel death at 
the hand of men. 

So Luke says what did his suffering achieve? In other words, what was the  purpose of these events 
on the first Good Friday? 

Let`s look at verse 26. (Read). What we have to recognize is that Simon carrying this cross behind 
Jesus is a reminder to us, in these final moments, of what it actually means to be a believer. That 
Jesus has already explained that discipleship is about carrying a cross. That the disciples of Jesus 
were not individuals who dressed in a parKcular way. That the disciples of Jesus were not marked 
by parKcular songs that they liked to sing. The disciples of Jesus were not known because their 
Smartphones were full of music files with so-called ChrisKan songs.They never had any books to 
carry around with them; they had nothing in which to write their names or declare their tesKmony. 

In seeking to live out the message of the gospel in our culture, our methods, as well as our 
message, need to be cross-shaped. If we are going to make an impact in our cultures, in our towns, 
on our social networks, along the lines that Jesus says to do in the Gospels, then this picture of 
Simon moving behind Jesus under the burden of the cross is a good picture to have in our minds as 
we anKcipate another Monday morning. Because it is to our shame that we present to our culture 
a crossless Christ, that we are tempted to present to our cultures a crossless ChrisKanity. Because it 
is easy for our so-called churches to grow with a comfortable, acceptable, diluted version of the 
truth. But ChrisKanity without the message of the cross has no backbone, no heart, no life-bringing 
purpose and no long-term future. 

Jesus came into the world in order to go. 
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And if we are just religious hopefuls then today we may have a real problem because our hero is 
dying. 

Let`s look again at verses 32-33. 

Why it is that when we reach this pivotal event in human history all that we have are four words, 
‘There they crucified him’? 

What is happening here? The King of all creaKon is dying. To lek and to right of him two criminals. 
And what does Jesus say? 

Does he say a few nice religious words and ask people to understand him? 

Does he scream in anger at those who have and are mistreaKng him? 

Does he protest verbally and blame God for the situaKon into which he has placed him? 

No. No. No. None of these things. 

He says, „Father forgive them for they know not what they do.“ 

Of course he could have looked down at those below him who had put him on the Cross and said I 
forgive you. But then they might have understood that it was OK for them to conKnue mishandling 
him. That someKmes happen when we forgive directly those who have wronged us. So that is 
maybe why he didn`t do that. 

If I have only one chance to preach in a meeKng I choose the theme forgiveness. The theme of 
forgiveness is the hallmark of Jesus` life and ministry. From beginning to end, it characterises the 
Old Testament, it  deeply colours the Acts of the Apostles and it is clearly reflected throughout the 
enKre New Testament. 

So what does Jesus mean when He says, „Father forgive them for they know not what they do.“ 

He is asking his Father that it may be that by grace we will be brought to see that he is actually the 
Saviour, that we will be brought to see that we are geniunely in need of a Saviour, and that we will 
turn from our wrongs and discover that the mess we have made of our lives may be blo"ed out 
completely and that our wrongs may be fully forgiven.  

In Isaiah 53:12 we read: „He willingly gave his life and shared the fate of evil men. He took the 
place of many sinners and prayed that they might be forgiven.“ (GNT) 

Jesus says “Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they’re doing.” 

That sounds really weird, really out of place, really incredible! They don’t know what they’re 
doing? Of course they knew what they were doing! They had made up the charges. They had 
manipulated Pilate. Pilate signed the papers of execuKon. The soldiers were determined to carry 
out the sentence. What does Jesus mean, “They do not know what they’re doing”? 

Well, presumably what he is saying is this: they are aware of their acKons, but they are not aware 
of the extent and significance of what they are doing. The soldiers are aware of the fact that here is 
another vicKm of execuKon, but they do not realize that they are crucifying the Lord of Glory.  
Jesus is praying that these individuals who go about their work like this may be brought to 
understand how wrong their perspecKve is. 
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In Acts 2 Peter says, “You killed him. You handed him over. You disowned him. You killed the author 
of life.”  

He is telling them what they didn’t know. They did not realise the extent or the significance of 
what had been done. The Holy Spirit made the meaning of Jesus´ death clear to them like I believe 
He is making it clear to each one of us now. 

We read in Acts 2:37-38: 

 When the people heard this, they were deeply troubled and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“What shall we do, brothers?” 

Peter said to them, “Each one of you must turn away from your sins and be bapKsed in the name 
of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God's gik, the Holy Spirit.“ 

Let`s look again in closing at verses 39-43. Read. 

The first criminal regarded the cross as a contradicKon. The second criminal saw the cross as a 
confirmaKon that Jesus was indeed the Saviour. 

Where are you and I this morning? Do we see Jesus as Saviour of the world, Saviour of our lives, 
se^ng us free from the mess we have made of our lives, dying on the Cross to pay the penalty for 
our sins? 

The second criminal says directly and personally to Jesus on the Cross, „Jesus, remember me when 
you come in your Kingdom.“ 

Is that what we say this morning? Jesus, remember me. 

Is that what we say today? Jesus, remember me.  

You know Jesus is really good on „today“, He`s really good on the here and now. 

God deals in the immediate! He deals in the now! And this day, this very day, is a day of salvaKon 
for all those of us who will now believe.  

When we were u"erly helpless, with no way of escape, Christ came at just the right Kme and died 
for us sinners who had no use for him.  Even if we were good, we really wouldn’t expect anyone to 
die for us, though of course, that might be barely possible. 

What do you say to Jesus today? Jesus, remember me? 

We can read or sing another traditional hymn: Beneath the cross of Jesus 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
the shadow of a mighty Rock 
within a weary land; 
a home within the wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat 
and the burden of the day. 
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(O safe and happy shelter,  
O refuge tried and sweet,  
a trysting-place where heaven’s love  
and heaven’s justice meet!  
As to the holy patriarch  
that wondrous dream was given,  
so seems my Saviour’s cross to me,  
a ladder up to heaven.) 

Upon the cross of Jesus 
mine eye at times can see 
the very dying form of One 
who suffered there for me: 
and from my stricken heart with tears 
two wonders I confess, 
the wonders of his glorious love 
and my own worthlessness. 

I take, O cross, thy shadow 
for my abiding place: 
I ask no other sunshine than 
the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss; 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all - the cross. 

Elizabeth Clephane 
Public domain CCL No 5664 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRLWhvsKYJo (recorded at the Metropolitan Tabernacle with 
background pictures from Wharfedale) 

Becky leads us in prayer: 
“As we gather today, we remember the supreme sacrifice of our beautiful King, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Led like a lamb to the slaughter, clothed in humility and grace, he 
willingly offered himself to death, so that we might live forever. We are truly 
thankful for the extent of his love, stretched out on the cruel wooden cross. We 
dwell on the pain he bore for us and are truly grateful for the forgiveness that he 
offers. As we worship and praise now, help us to live in the wonder of this goodness 
and marvel at his endless grace. Amen. 

Dear Lord, we know that as a family we are precious to you, that you love us even 
more than we know. I ask this morning that we may all be aware of how your Holy 
Spirit dwells amongst us. Oh Lord, bring your peace where there are concerns and 
worries. Bring hope where there is disillusionment or confusion. Bring your healing to 
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where there is hurt or pain. We declare that you are Lord of this family and that we 
welcome your peace, hope, and healing here today.  
Almighty God we remember before you poor and neglected persons whom it would be 
easier for us to forget - the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick and all 
who have no one to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or 
spirit and to turn their sorrow into joy.  
Lead us from despair to help, from fear to trust. Lead us from hate to love, from war 
to peace. Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe.  
We give you thanks, Lord, for our NHS and nursing homes. We thank you for the 
skillful surgeons, doctors and nurses, for the charity and aid workers, for Jackie and 
Brian Chilvers. We thank you for our schools and school leaders, who build up our 
youngsters. Thank you for their focus and dedication. We thank you for our church 
here at Bethesda, and pray it won't be long now till we are meeting together in our 
building. Thank you for the dedication of our Pastor Alec and our deacons and the 
tons of hours they spend on our behalf.  
We are so blessed to have social media, zoom, FaceTime and all these powerful ways 
of communication to keep us all in touch with our families and friends. Lastly Almighty 
God, we thank you for our own families and loved ones and friends. Help us to love one 
another continually, to commit time, patience, and love to each other, as you do for 
us, Father in heaven. With your help Lord let us put others needs before our own, 
just as our precious Lord Jesus Christ did for us, on that cross.  
In his glorious name. Amen” 

As our time together draws to an end, we read or sing another traditional Good 
Friday Hymn that some will remember from many years ago: 

O sacred head sore wounded 

O sacred Head, sore wounded, 
with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown! 
How pale thou art with anguish  
with sore abuse and scorn; 
How does that visage languish 
Which once was bright as morn? 

(What thou, my Lord, hast suffered 
was all for sinners’ gain. 
Mine, mine was the transgression, 
but thine the deadly pain. 
Lo, here I fall, my Saviour; 
’tis I deserve thy place, 
Look on me with thy favour, 
Vouchsafe to me thy grace.) 
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What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest Friend, 
for this, thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 

Be near when I’m dying, 
oh, show thy cross to me, 
and for my succour flying, 
come, Lord, and set me free! 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 
from Jesus shall not move, 
for he who dies believing 
dies safely, through thy love. 

Att. Bernard of Clairvaux, translated P Gerhardt,JW Alexander 
Public domain CCL No 5664 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwgM8R7akeU 

Alec speaks from Germany: 
“We’ve come almost to the close of our Good Friday online presentation from 
Blackburn Baptist Church for 2021. I hope you found it helpful to share with us,  
enjoyed singing and benefited from the message. Before we close with the grace I 
just like to say there is a bonus video once again. Last week I gave you this song in 
English and Polish, but without the words on the English form, this week I include a 
version in English with the lyrics so you can share and join in the song too, ‘Jesus’ 
Blood’ from Live worship UK. One of the key phrases in this hymn is the phrase ‘I owe 
my life,’ and that's what I do, I owe my life to Jesus, and my new life to him.  May 
the same be true of you. At the end of the service let's pray together. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with us all now and for evermore. Amen 
Bye. See you alive on Sunday.  We’ll be meeting live in Bethesda chapel so God willing 
you're very welcome to join us or follow the live streaming on this YouTube channel. 
As always we are really happy to hear your feedback on our services or meetings or to 
answer any questions of any kind you may wish to ask us. God bless you. Goodbye. 

“Jesus’ blood” 

You left Heavens praise for the sake of us, 
offered up your will, for the joy to come. 
You embraced the cross, taking all it's pain 
so I could walk away, free and unashamed. 
 I owe my life to you my Saviour, 
 I owe it all to you alone, 
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 your sacrifice has won my freedom, 
 I was bought by Jesus' blood. 

Risen from the grave, seated now on high, 
over all you reign, all power in your hand; 
Eternity will sing of your holy name, 
King of all the earth, in majesty to come. 
 I owe my life, to you my Saviour…. 

When at last I stand before the throne of grace, 
wonder fills my heart, your majesty revealed; 
I will bow my knee, and join with angels' song. 
Worthy is the lamb, all praise to You alone. 
 I owe my life to you my Saviour…. 

Jesus' Blood lyrics © Life Worship 
CCL No 5664 
h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=La-fMEpKZgU   
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