
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on March 13th 2022 at 10:45, meeting  
once more at Bethesda Chapel. 

Whilst some are able to meet in person, others we know are still at home. We hope 
and pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as we seek to worship 
God as a Church family, wherever we are.  

Our service today is led by Alec, as we continue our series: Characteristics of 
God, and Joy plays the piano for us as we gather. 

Alec welcomes everyone to Bethesda Chapel: “Good morning everybody and a very 
warm welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church here at Bethesda Chapel here this 
morning. In that day they will say surely this is our God. We trusted in him and he 
saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in him, let us rejoice and be glad in his 
salvation.  We’re going to begin rejoicing this morning singing together the song 'King 
of Kings’, which will be shown on the screen behind me.” 

In the darkness we were waiting without hope, without light, 
'til from Heaven you came running, there was mercy in your eyes. 
To fulfil the law and prophets to a virgin came the word; 
from a throne of endless glory to a cradle in the dirt. 
 Praise the Father, praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one; 
 God of glory, Majesty, praise forever to the King of Kings 

To reveal the kingdom coming and to reconcile the lost, 
to redeem the whole creation you did not despise the cross, 
for even in your suffering you saw to the other side, 
knowing this was our salvation, Jesus, for our sake you died. 
 Praise the Father, praise the Son…. 

And the morning that you rose all of Heaven held its breath 
'til that stone was moved for good for the Lamb had conquered death. 
And the dead rose from their tombs and the angels stood in awe, 
for the souls of all who'd come to the Father are restored 
and the church of Christ was born. then the Spirit lit the flame; 
now this gospel truth of old shall not kneel, shall not faint 
by his blood and in his name in his freedom I am free 
for the love of Jesus Christ who has resurrected me. 
 Praise the Father, praise the Son. 

Authors: Brooke Ligertwood, Jason Ingram, Scott Ligertwood CCli Song # 7127647 
Copyrights@2019 Fellow Ships Music (Admin. By Essential Music Publishing Llc) So Essential Tunes (Admin. By Essential Music 
Publishing Llc) Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. By Hillsong Music Publishing Uk) Ccl No 5664 
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Alec leads us in a prayer of worship and adoration, saying:” Let’s praise God and 
worship him in prayer as we read from God’s word  -  Praise the Lord my soul. Lord my 
God you are very great, you are clothed with splendour and majesty. Let the heavens 
rejoice, let the earth be glad, let them say among the nations: the Lord reigns. The 
Lord will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. Great is 
our Lord and mighty in power, his understanding has no limit, for the Lord is the great 
God, the great King above all Gods. 

Lord God before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world from 
everlasting to everlasting, you are God and your glory will be revealed and all people 
will see it together. To whom will you compare me or who is my equal says the Holy 
One? Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens. Who created all these? He who 
brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name because 
of his great power and mighty strength. Not one of them is missing. Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? The Lord, our Lord, is the everlasting God, the creator of the 
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, his understanding no-one can 
fathom. He gives strength to the weary, he increases the power of the weak, even 
youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble, but those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength, they will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. Amen.” 

Let’s sing (or read) together, our Offering hymn: “Great is Thy faithfulness,”, 
which Joy plays on the piano. 

“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
as Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 “Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”  
  Morning by morning new mercies I see;             
 all I have needed Thy hand hath provided—                                                                  
 great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 “Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”…. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 “Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”… 
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Alec leads us in a prayer of thanksgiving: 

“Father God we thank you for all the good things that you give to us and we give back 
to you just a small portion of all that we have received with thanks, asking that you 
will use these gifts for the extension of your kingdom until you came again. In Jesus 
name. Amen” 

(Alec receives the offering from Janet) 

Alec then shares the notices, which are shown on the screen at Bethesda.  

Orbit, the new youth drop-in, saw 6 
leaders and 17 young people last week, 
when a lively time was had by all!! 

 

Alec shared that whilst Sibylle had been over here, they had received a phone call 
from their daughter concerning orphans from the Ukraine. They had been asked 
whether they would be prepared to share their home with any of these children, and 
Alec then said that he would be willing to make the manse here available, together 
with the church facilities, should the need arise. He had  spent time this week at 
the  NWBA Ministers Retreat, which had included a zoom call with Alan Davidson, 
leader of the European Baptist Federation, with particular reference to the situation 
in the Ukraine. As we are all aware from the news broadcasts, it is a desperately sad 
and worrying time for all citizens of both Ukraine and Russia, and the Baptist 
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Churches in both Ukraine and the surrounding countries are responding to the best of 
their abilities. When asked by Phil Jump as to any ways in which the churches over 
here can also be involved in aid, Alan replied that cash is king, and any donations sent 
to the BMS Ukraine appeal will be given directly to those churches working locally, 
and demonstrating God’s love in action at this critical time. 

This is the link if you have internet access and wish to watch the video:                    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9MJbdbgRcU 

Graham comes forward with our Bible Reading:    Lamentations 3: 1-24  

I am the man who has seen affliction by the rod of the Lord’s wrath. 
He has driven me away and made me walk in darkness rather than light; 
indeed, he has turned his hand against me again and again, all day long. 
He has made my skin and my flesh grow old and has broken my bones. 
He has besieged me and surrounded me with bitterness and hardship. 
He has made me dwell in darkness like those long dead. 
He has walled me in so that I cannot escape; he has weighed me down with chains. 
Even when I call out or cry for help, he shuts out my prayer. 
He has barred my way with blocks of stone; he has made my paths crooked.  
Like a bear lying in wait, like a lion in hiding,  
he dragged me from the path and mangled me and left me without help. 
He drew his bow and made me the target for his arrows. 
He pierced my heart with arrows from his quiver. 
I became the laughing-stock of all my people; they mock me in song all day long. 
He has filled me with bitter herbs and given me gall to drink. 
He has broken my teeth with gravel; he has trampled me in the dust. 
I have been deprived of peace; I have forgotten what prosperity is. 
So I say, ‘My splendour is gone and all that I had hoped from the Lord.’ 
I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 
I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 
because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.’ 
   

Jane leads us in our Prayers of intercession    

“Heavenly Father, we come to you today with thankfulness in our hearts for your great 
faithfulness and many blessings which are, indeed, new every morning. Forgive us, Lord, 
that we are not always faithful to you but help us to be transformed by the power of your 
Holy Spirit. 
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Alongside thankfulness for the blessings we enjoy here in the UK, we do also come with a 
deep sadness as we see and hear about the trials our brothers and sisters are suffering in 
other parts of the world, and especially in Ukraine at this Dme. Pastor Igor Bandura, VP of 
the BapDst Union of Evangelical Ukrainian Churches, quotes the words of 2 Cor. Ch.1 vs 
8-11, ‘…We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired even of life ….. but this happened that we might not rely on ourselves, but on 
God, who raises the dead. On him we have set our hope that he will con=nue to deliver us, 
as you help us by your prayers.’  

We thank you, Father, that your word is sDll going out and bearing fruit in Ukraine as we 
hear of six bapDsms in the church in Odessa and three people giving their lives back to you 
in a church basement in Kyiv.  

We pray, following the requests of Pastor Igor, for those trapped in churches in occupied 
ciDes, that although surrounded by enemies you, Lord, would surround them with ChrisDan 
love and care. We pray for the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to strengthen them 
when they are at their weakest and that they would conDnue to rely on you. We pray that 
the churches would be able to conDnue to minister to all around them and that church 
leaders would know the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. We pray for safe passage 
for all who are fleeing, especially for orphans and their carers who are parDcularly 
vulnerable, and for welcoming arms to receive them, with hot food and a place to rest. We 
pray for all the surrounding countries and volunteers who offer them that welcome, that 
you would sustain them and the supplies they need. We pray for the speedy relaxaDon of 
immigraDon rules in this country, so that we can do our part according to your will, Lord. 
Most of all, we pray that peace would once more reign in Ukraine, that the forces of evil 
would be turned away in a such a miraculous way that only you can do, Lord, that all 
naDons may realise your love and mercy and that you are in control. May you receive the 
praise and glory that is due your name. 

When we consider the extreme difficulDes and horrors experienced by the people of 
Ukraine and in other areas of conflict, it seems inappropriate to bring before you the much 
smaller problems that we face, but we know you are a gracious and loving God and it is 
oYen through your aZenDon to the small things in our lives that we see that you know us 
individually and care about the whole of our lives. We bring before you now, in a moment 
of silence, the things that are most on our hearts at this Dme – the people, the situaDons, 
the liZle troubles of life…. 

We thank you for hearing our prayers, Lord, which we bring in Jesus’s name. Amen.”   

You may remember that Alec introduced a new song 3 weeks ago, as we began this 
series - referring to it as our theme song: This is our God. We watch and listen to 
it, or read it again today 

Your grace is enough, more than I need, at your word I will believe. 
I wait for you, draw near again, let your spirit make me new; 
and I will fall at your feet, I will fall at your feet, and I will worship you here. 
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Your presence in me, Jesus light the way, by the power of your word 
I am restored, I am redeemed, by your spirit I am free;  
and I will fall at your feet, I will fall at your feet and I will worship you here. 

(Instrumental music, building in volume) 

Freely you gave it all for us, surrendered your life upon that cross; 
great is the love poured out for all, this is our God. 
Lifted on high from death to life, forever our God is glorified; 
servant and king rescued the world, this is our God. 

(Quietly) 
And I will fall at your feet, I will fall at your feet,  
and I will worship you here. 
And I will fall at your feet, I will fall at your feet, 
and I will worship you here. 
Freely you gave it all for us, surrendered your life upon that cross, 
great is the love poured out for all, this is our God. 
Lifted on high from death to life, forever our God is glorified, 
servant and king rescued the world, this is our God. 
Songwriter: Reuben Morgan CCli Song # 5060834 
Copyrights@2008 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. By Hillsong Music Publishing Uk) 
Ccl No 5664 
Https://Www.Youtube.Com/Watch?V=Hlrrhom_Tuu 

Now Alec shares his Message: The character of God 4: His FAITHFULNESS.  

(He shows a short cartoon video to aid our understanding of the bible passage)  

When you try to describe what something is it is oYen more helpful to say what it isn`t, 
narrowing down the possibiliDes so to speak unDl you get to what it actually is. So applying 
that principle straightaway, which I am almost sure is always a good way to go, in trying to 
grasp what is meant by God`s faithfulness we simply have to look at the unfaithfulness in 
our society and in our world which reflects the unfaithfulness in our hearts towards just 
about everybody and everything including God. 

Unfaithfulness is easy to get a grasp of isn`t it. In our society we see it eroding our 
relaDonship to ourselves and our own mental, emoDonal, physical and spiritual well-being; 
our relaDonships to our husbands and wives, children and grandchildren, to our whole 
families; our relaDonships with our neighbours, our work colleagues, former school and 
work friends. Of course I am perhaps really sure that you would not be happy if I said there 
is possibly unfaithfulness in something as holy as a church, but I think the Bible makes it 
very plain that this is sadly not infrequently the case.                                                                      
There are so many examples of unfaithfulness in our lives that I don`t think I need to 
menDon specifically even one of them; but where do we see, where do we experience, 
where do we pracDce faithfulness? 
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In the last three weeks from Exodus 34:6 we have looked at God`s compassion, God`s 
graciousness and that God is slow to anger. So we come to the last two elements so to 
speak of God`s character this week and next week and we see depending on which English 
version of the Bible we use there appears to be not exactly disagreement, not really 
uncertainty; let`s say there is a liZle difference of emphasis in the translaDon from the 
original Hebrew. I am aiming to get us all excited about this because of the effect it may 
have on our lives. 

The translaDons give us amongst other things goodness, loving-kindness and love being 
followed by truth or faithfulness. So I decided to leave love to the end of the series next 
week because as we all know the greatest of all things which last and remain, the most 
excellent way, is love. Through love there is life. Through love there is reconciliaDon with 
God. Through love in the church everybody can see that we are Christ`s disciples. We come 
to the love of God next week.  

This week we look at truth and faithfulness. The sense of the word combinaDon truth and 
faithfulness lends itself to that affecDon and acDon of God toward those with whom He has 
entered into a covenant, which is to say into an agreement. In that sense, the emphasis is 
on God`s faithful loyalty.  

Truth is not a staDc, lifeless state of affairs, a descripDon of an object or a relaDonship; it is 
a dynamic, living, moving reality. It is a person. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life.” PonDus Pilate asked, “What is truth?” but that was the wrong quesDon. He should 
have asked, “Who is truth?” 

It is someDmes said that "the seal of God is truth," since the final leZers of the three words 
that conclude the account of creaDon, that is to say, ָּבָרא ֱאלִהים ַלֲעׂשֹות, bara Elohim la'asot 
("God created to do" [Genesis 2:3]), spell the word emet: 

                                                                                                         
In Hebrew, the word for truth, emet (ֱאֶמת), contains the first, middle, and the last leZer of 
the Hebrew alphabet, indicaDng that truth encompasses all things and endures from the 
beginning (א) to the end (ת): 

                  

 Truth stands in acDve relaDon to the one who is supposed to know it and "carries the 
burden," so to speak, by being the foundaDon of one's existence in creaDon. Truth is not 
something objecDve and staDc, a thing to be known and studied from a distance. No. Truth 
is up-close and personal. Understood in this way, truth is a way of living, a mode of 
existence, and inherently relaDonal. It is a mistake to think of God as an "object" to be 
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studied.  No, God is not some staDc thing to be studied rather a dynamic and forceful 
Person.  

Old Testament thinking is focused on that which is dynamic, on that which changes and 
moves on; on the idea that truth involves the formaDon of the character of the person, of 
you and I and His family, of His body, His church; and this applies parDcularly in relaDon to 
God. Why? Because we must all give an account of our lives to God, the nature of truth 
becomes grounded so to speak in the moments of decision encountered in our lives.  Shall I 
do this? Shall I not do that? Shall I move here or there? Shall I study this or that? Shall I 
marry this person or that person? Shall I think this or that? Shall I do simply what I think is 
best? Shall I turn a blind eye to social injusDce? Shall I ignore this or that person? Shall I 
prioriDse my own interests? Truth is not theoreDcal and somewhere up in the air. It is on 
the ground. It is not inacDve and dead; it is alive and moving on the ground of our lives on 
God`s earth. As recorded in John 8:31-32, The Lord Jesus said to those who believed in him, 
“If you obey my teaching, you are really my disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 

So truth is a quesDon of freedom or slavery; of life and death. Last Thursday at the Orbit 
young people`s drop-in Jonny told us three stories and we all had to guess which one was a 
lie. Some of us guessed right that Jonny hadn`t cut his sister`s hair when he was 7 years old 
because he doesn`t have a sister. It was good and fun and helpful to play that game. But 
truth itself is not a game. It is about life and death. Our God is a God of truth and a God of 
faithfulness. 

There is a massive life-changing contrast between our unreliability and the absolute 
trustworthiness and faithfulness of God. In Numbers, the fourth book of the Bible, we read: 
“God is not like people, who lie; He is not a human who changes his mind. Whatever he 
promises, he does.” 

May I ask you a really personal quesDon? Do you not feel someDmes that God has let you 
down? Do you occasionally get the feeling God can`t be trusted? I think if we are honest we 
all oYen or someDmes feel this way. Supposing I sat down with you and asked you openly? 
But much beZer than that imagine God siqng opposite you on a chair in your home and 
you tell him just like it is for you. He knows already what you think and how you feel so just 
tell him as it is for you. He will hear and he will respond. He made the universe and he 
made Dme and he will give you Dme. There`s no queue; you don`t need a Dcket; there`s no 
Dme limit to how long you will be allowed to speak with the Almighty God; well there is in 
one sense. 

I think when we look at our circumstances we are doing nothing wrong, indeed it may be a 
very wise decision to look carefully at everything that has gone on, is going on and might 
be expected to conDnue to go on in our lives in the future. Financial difficulDes, health 
problems, challenges in relaDonships, employment conflicts and so on and so forth as well 
as what we might perceive as the good things in our lives.  

But let us then if we are in this posiDon slowly but surely change our focus. Let us look at 
the faithfulness of God and look at our life circumstances from His perspecDve. 
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Are you familiar with Psalm 36:5?  “Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your 
faithfulness to the skies.” 

In Psalm 89:8 we recognise: “Who is like you, Lord God Almighty? You, Lord, are mighty, 
and your faithfulness surrounds you.” 

In Psalm 119: 90 we read: “Your faithfulness endures to all generaDons.” 

The faithfulness of God is a reality in our darkness, in our empDness, in our loneliness, in 
our frustraDon, in our anxiety and depression. Whatever situaDon we are in, whatever our 
thoughts and feelings may be He is and remains faithful. He does not change. His 
faithfulness is an aspect of the absolute perfecDon of His character. He is absolutely and 
completely reliable. 

Hebrews 6:18 says God cannot lie, nor can He break an uncondiDonal promise that He says 
He will fulfil. Every covenant, every agreement He made is kept. Every promise or prophecy 
He gave has or will come true. The Bible is full of tesDmony to God’s faithfulness. 

The faithfulness of God is very clearly seen in His relaDonship with the naDon of Israel. God 
made a land covenant with Abraham (the father of many naDons) and has never withdrawn 
what He has promised. Though the Jewish people have been scaZered around the world, 
God promised that they would return to the land He promised Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
all their descendants (Zechariah 8:7-8). Among God’s fulfilled promises was that the people 
of Israel would again become a naDon in the land He says is theirs. This prophecy made in 
the Old Testament was fulfilled in May of 1948. Since then as we know, the Jewish people 
have been returning home. 

There are literally dozens more scriptures of God’s faithfulness. None however may be the 
most life-changing for you and for me as those that proclaim His forgiveness of our sins. 
God’s faithful promise was fulfilled in the New Testament when He sent Jesus to die for our 
sins. No maZer what wrongs we have done, no maZer how much of a mess we have made 
of our lives, God is faithful to forgive us if we turn away from our wrongdoing and believe 
in Jesus. In 1 Corinthians 1:9 we read: “God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.” 

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptaDon has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”  

2 Thessalonians 3:3: “The Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the 
evil one.” 

In 1 John 1:9 we are told, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” With absolute certainty we can have the 
confidence that God will forgive us. Without His ability to do so, He would not be God. He 
is the only true God (John 17:3) and the gods of no other religion promise this. Since He 
has made this promise, and we know He cannot break His word, we know that it would be 
contrary to His nature and that He cannot lie (Numbers 23:19). Our God is a faithful God 
and there is no other that can do all He can and has done. 
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In LamentaDons 3 Graham read of tragic circumstances. Jeremiah surveys the scene with 
which he is confronted. He looks at the total mayhem of the people of God: decimated; no 
law, no king, the prophets silenced. And then he says in LamentaDons 3:21-24: 

But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope. The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. The Lord is my porDon, says my soul, therefore I will hope in him. (ESV) 

When we face hard challenges in our lives, when we face deep difficulDes that are making 
inroads into our peaceful state of mind and into our sleeping as well as our waking hours, 
when we appear to be walled in with no way out, when everything around us seems dark, 
when we perhaps think we could never pray again or when we have come to the opinion 
that we will never trust God again, when we might never again want to sing or voice one 
word of praise to God, let us remember these words: 

“Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his 
covenant of love to a thousand generaDons of those who love him and keep his 
commandments.” 

THIS IS OUR GOD. 

We bring our time together to a close as we sing (or read): 

Lord, I come before Your throne of grace; 
I find rest in Your presence and fulness of joy. 
In worship and wonder I behold Your face, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 
 What a faithful God have I, what a faithful God. 
 What a faithful God have I, faithful in every way. 

Lord of mercy, You have heard my cry; 
through the storm You're the beacon, my song in the night. 
In the shelter of Your wings hear my heart's reply, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 
 What a faithful God….. 

Lord all sovereign, granting Peace from heaven, 
Let me comfort those who suffer with the comfort You have given. 
I will tell of Your great love for as long as I live, 
singing "what a faithful God have I". 
 What a faithful God….. 
Authors: Dawn Critchley, Robert Critchley CCli Song # 60509 
Copyrights@1989 Thankyou Music (Admin. By Integrity Music Ltd) Ccl No 5664 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

And finally we are invited to say the Grace together: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 
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