
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on March 6th 2022 at 10:45, meeting  
once more at Bethesda Chapel. 

Whilst some are able to meet in person, others we know are still at home. We hope 
and pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as we seek to worship 
God as a Church family, wherever we are.  

Our service today is led by Alec, as we continue our series: Characteristics of 
God, and Trevor plays the piano for us as we gather. Paul was due to lead our 
service today but is unwell, so the words you hear spoken may not be the words 
Alec would have chosen to say! 

Alec welcomes everyone to Bethesda Chapel:  

“Good morning everybody, and a very warm welcome to our service of worship this 
morning. Especially a warm welcome if you are here for the first time this morning or 
it is the first time you have been here for some time, a warm welcome too to those 
following this recording on YouTube, welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church YouTube 
channel and may the Lord bless you too as he is blessing us here. He is with us, for 
where two or three are gathered together in God's name he is there, and he is here 
with us today. You may think I don't look like Paul who you may have been expecting 
and that's perfectly true, I'm very grateful to Trevor who has swapped with me for 
the piano this morning and very grateful to Paul for his help and advice in leading and 
planning the service especially the message, which you will notice afterwards will be 
mainly but not exclusively from him, but it's from the same Lord, the Lord is leading 
the service today and we praise him.” 

Alec continues with Paul’s words:   

“Today we will be continuing with our theme looking at the Character of God focusing 
on Exodus Ch 34 v 6. which reads:- The Lord passed before Moses and proclaimed - 
The Lord, the Lord God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness.                                                                                      
As we consider these words from God in our time together this morning, we are 
particularly aware of our need for such truths in our present situation, and also for 
those from Ukraine who are facing invasion and all the horror of war from Russia.             
People in Ukraine are turning to Psalm 31 to bring them hope and comfort as they 
shelter in bunkers in fear of their lives.                                                                           
The Bible Society has worked in Ukraine for the last 30 years, translating and 
distributing Bibles. Its Director of International, Oldi Morava has been speaking to 
Premier about the current situation.                                                                                              
“Our dear colleagues are still working in Kyiv, where they have their headquarters. 
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They are working very closely with a number of local churches and Christian 
organisations to distribute food and medicine, but also to distribute the Bible and 
especially Children's Bibles, as they go from one shelter to another.                               
“They have noticed that during this particularly difficult time, many people want to 
find strength and rest, but also comfort in their faith and in God's word. They're 
finding it particularly inspiring.                                                                                               
”They're reading the Book of Psalms for their own particular context. One of the 
Psalms that is becoming almost a Psalm for the whole of Ukraine is Psalm 31.                  
“I would encourage everyone to read that, but read it from the perspective of young 
people, children and elderly people reading it in shelters, reading it in fear and the 
anxiety that they're experiencing, and see what those words actually mean to them.”
The Bible Society has compiled an extremely moving video of Ukrainians reading 
Psalm 31 in their shelters:”                                                        
Those at Bethesda were shown the video - here is the link if you are able to watch 
it at home https://vimeo.com/684186954 

Alec invited those who wished to stand and sing: The Lord is my Salvation, shown 
on the screen at Bethesda, sung by Kristyn Getty. 

The grace of God has reached for me, and pulled me from the raging sea; 
and I am safe on this solid ground, the Lord is my salvation. 

I will not fear when darkness falls; his strength will help me scale these walls; 
I'll see the dawn of the rising sun, the Lord is my salvation. 
 Who is like the Lord our God? Strong to save, faithful in love. 
 My debt is paid and the vict'ry won, the Lord is my salvation. 

My hope is hidden in the Lord; he flow'rs each promise of His Word, 
when winter fades I know spring will come, the Lord is my salvation. 

In times of waiting, times of need, when I know loss, when I am weak, 
I know His grace will renew these days, the Lord is my salvation. 
 Who is like the Lord our God?…. 

And when I reach my final day he will not leave me in the grave, 
but I will rise, he will call me home, the Lord is my salvation. 
 Who is like the Lord our God?…. 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, glory be to God the Spirit; 
The Lord is our salvation. 

Who is like the Lord our God?… 

Authors:Jonas Myrin, Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Nathan Nockels Ccli Song # 7063694Copyrights @ 2016 Getty Music 
Publishing (Admin. By Music Services, Inc.)Capitol Cmg Paragon (Admin. By Shout! Music Publishing Uk) Son Of The Lion (Admin. 
By Shout! Music Publishing Uk) Sweater Weather Music (Admin. By Song Solutions Www.Songsolutions.Org)Ccl No 5664 
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Alec introduces our Reading:- Exodus 34 v 5-9, inviting Brenda to read it aloud. 

Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his 
name, “The Lord.” And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The Lord, the Lord, 
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does 
not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the 
sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.’                                                
Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshipped.  ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘if I have found 
favour in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked 
people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.’ 

At this point in the service, Alec announced we would take up our offering. 
Trevor played “Tell me the stories of Jesus” as this was done, then Alec gave 
thanks: ‘Loving Heavenly Father we thank you for all the good gifts that you give to 
us especially that you gave your only son to come to this earth, to die for us, to give 
his life for us, thank you for the new life that we have through his resurrection. We 
pray that you would use the gifts that we have returned to you for the extension of 
your kingdom. In the name of Jesus, Amen.’ 

Alec then asked Becky to come and lead us in prayer. 

“Dear wonderful Heavenly Father, what a friend we have in you.What a privilege it 
really is to bring everything to you in prayer. What a privilege it is to be able to 
offload our worries and hand them over to you. This is not to say that we can just 
forget them then but to know that you will give us a peace, that you will share this 
worry with us, that you will fill us with your wisdom, give us rest when we need it, and 
help us to sleep and eat when we are anxious. We know that we will have problems, 
that is part of life, our Lord and Saviour had problems and massive hardships, but 
knowing that you are sharing these problems with us makes them heaps easier to 
bear. Thank you for the encouragement I have felt this week as I have brought 
everything to you in prayer.  

There is much sadness in our world right now Father God. This week alone I have 
heard of so many sad and shocking things that have happened to personal friends of 
mine. Again Lord, we are aware that illnesses and accidents are a part of life, but 
cruelty and abuse, neglect and wars are certainly not.                                                   
Each and everyone here this morning Lord, are horrified you about the situation in 
Ukraine, and we pray for our brothers and sisters there. We all know and feel the 
burden they are going through, and we are giving all this to you. We pray for families 
and young frightened children that in your mercy, you will richly meet their needs. 
We pray for peace and an end to all this murder and violence.                                          
We pray Lord God for all those suffering and afraid that you will be close to them 
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and protect them. We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength, and wisdom 
to guide their choices. We pray for the world, that in this moment of crisis we may 
reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need. May we walk in your ways, 
so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine, and for all the 
world. We pray for all those suffering from hunger as a result of conflict, and 
injustice in countries such as Sierra Leone Afghanistan and Ethiopia.                              
It is indeed Heavenly Father a privilege to bring these worries and concerns to you.  

We thank you Father God for your protection over us all this week, over ourselves 
and our families. We thank you for our church family here at Blackburn Baptist 
Church, for our deacons and for our pastor, Alec. We thank you that this last week or 
so Alec’s wife Sibylle was able to visit and be among us, and we could all get 
reacquainted a little more. We thank you that when any one of us has someone sick in 
their families each of our church family prays for each other.                                        
We pray every day that our church family will grow. We ask that you will give 
encouragement to our church leaders, and wisdom how to serve this neighbourhood, 
and fill our church with more loving families coming to know and love you, and find 
comfort and peace in your love.  

As I draw my prayers to a close, Father in Heaven, I just want to say sorry for the 
things I have done that I ought not to have done, and sorry again for the things I 
didn't do which I ought to have done. 

You will never let us down, Lord, you give us all the time we need, you never run out of 
patience with us Lord, never hold a grudge. Truly Lord what a friend we have in you. 
Help us to grow more like you every day.  

Lord God, Father of all, we your children are all members of the same family, of the 
same human family, your family. We implore you to help us to accept your peace, to be 
at peace with ourselves, to live at peace with others. Help us to seek wisdom and 
justice in all we do. Help us to be more understanding and compassionate when dealing 
with others, to be ready to forgive when  wronged,  to love when  hurt, and to strive 
for peace and harmony when threatened.  

Eternal father, in your mercy, hear our prayers and grant us your everlasting peace. 
Amen” 

Alec shares the notices for the week: Refreshments following the service, Tuesday 
coffee morning, Wednesday Tiddlywinks (which must be booked through Facebook), 
Thursday sees the start of the joint youth work, Orbit, with St Lukes, at 6pm, prior 
to the prayer meeting at 7.30pm. Saturday will be the usual movie morning. Alec 
shared information about a special event on Easter Saturday  
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As we prepare to meet around the Communion table, we are invited to lift our 
voices in song- or read the words: Behold the Lamb of God, which Trevor plays 
for us on the piano  

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us: and we remember: 
The promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. 
 So we share in this Bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 
 as a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the King.                                                                      

The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, torn for you: eat and remember 
the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, paid the price to make us one. 
 So we share in this Bread of Life…. 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you: drink and remember 
he drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
 So we share in this Bread of Life… 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond: and to remember 
our call to follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. 
 As we share in His suffering, we proclaim: Christ will come again! 
 And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the table of the King. 

Authors: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend 
Ccli Song # 5003372 
Copyrights@2007 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music Ltd)Stuart Townend, Keith & Kristyn Getty Copyright © 2007 
Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, 
songs@integritymusic.com) 
CCL No 5664 

We meet to share Communion, and Alec reads the words Paul would have used: 
Jesus said: - Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  
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Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 

Jesus said, I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Invita'on to the Table: -  Come to this table, not because you must but because you may, not 
because you are strong, but because you are weak. Come, not because any goodness of your 
own gives you a right to come, but because you need mercy and help. Come, because you love 
the Lord a liFle and would like to love him more. Come, because he loved you and gave himself 
for you. Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his Body. 

Let us Pray: - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiraJon of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayer for the Bread & Wine - 

The apostle Paul tells us of the ins'tu'on of the Lord’s Supper: For I received from the Lord 
what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a 
loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, aPer supper, 
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as oPen as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ For as oPen as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death unJl he comes. (1 Corinthians 11.23–26} 

Sharing in the bread & wine 

Jesus said, ‘This is my body which is for you; do this in memory of me’. 

Joy and Colin distributed the bread, as Trevor played "What kind of love is this”; the bread was 
eaten as it was received.  

What kind of love is this that gave itself for me?                                                                                                
I am the guilty one, yet I go free.                                                                                                              
What kind of love is this? a love I’ve never known;                                                                                    
I didn’t even know his name – what kind of love is this? 

What kind of man is this, that died in agony?                                                                                              
He who had done no wrong was crucified for me.                                                                                 
What kind of man is this, who laid aside his throne                                                                                     
that I may know the love of God – what kind of man is this? 

By grace I have been saved; it is the gift of God.                                                                                                       
He destined me to be his own such is his love.                                                                                               
No eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard,                                                                                                  
nor has the human heart conceived - what kind of love is this? 
Words by Bryn and Sally Haworth © Bella Music Ltd. Reproduced with permission CCL No 5664 

Alec says: In the same way he took the cup aPer supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as oPen as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ We will retain the cup 
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that we may drink together as a sign of fellowship and our unity together in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

Colin and Joy distribute the cup, as Trevor plays ‘Come let us sing of a wonderful love’.  

Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was poured out to death that you may have life. 

We drink together. 

Thanksgiving: - Loving God, we praise and thank you for your love shown to us in Jesus Christ. 
We thank you for his life and ministry, announcing the good news of your kingdom and 
demonstraJng its power in the liPing of the downtrodden, and the healing of the sick, and the 
loving of the loveless. We thank you for his sacrificial death upon the cross for the redempJon 
of the world, and for your raising him to life again, as a foretaste of the glory we shall share. 
We give you thanks for this bread and wine we have shared, symbols of our world and signs of 
your transforming love. Send your Holy Spirit, we pray, that we may be renewed into the 
likeness of Jesus Christ and formed into his Body. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen 
life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
This we pray in his name and for his sake. Amen. 

Alec now shares the Message, these are the notes Paul had prepared:           
The Character of God 3 

Would you turn in your bibles please to Exodus chapter 34 - v6

There was an 8yr old primary school child who was given the task of explaining God 
and he wrote a few paragraphs, he said one of God’s main jobs is making people to 
replace the ones that die so we have people to take care of things here on Earth. He 
doesn!t make grown-ups just babies, I think that!s because they!re smaller and easier 
to make, that way he doesn!t take up his valuable time teaching them to walk and talk, 
he can just leave that up to the mothers and fathers. Gods second most important job 
is listening to prayers and a lot of this goes on, there!s some people like preachers 
who pray at other times besides bedtime, so he doesn’t have much time for TV or 
video games on account of hearing everything, there must be a terrible a lot of noise 
going into his ears unless he has thought of a way to turn off the people pouring noise 
into the ears of God. 


Here in our passage we have a man by the name of Moses who has a conversation 
with the Lord, for a few chapters in the book of Exodus he has a very intimate 
encounter with him and we heard it from Brenda from Exodus 34 v5 where the Lord 
personally reveals his true character to Moses.


Now the Lord descended in the cloud and stood with Moses there and proclaimed the 
name of the Lord. V6 The Lord passed before him and proclaimed.”The Lord, the Lord 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children and the children!s children, to the third and fourth generation.” so 
Moses quickly bowed his head toward the Earth and worshipped.
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I remember on the 18th July 1975 the first date that I had with my wife. She was living 
and training  as a nurse in London and had invited me down to the year end Matrons 
Ball. We had hardly meet or spoken to each other before then, she was (and still is) an 
attractive girl. I was busy in Blackburn and she seemed beyond my reach or 
expectations at the time. She had written to me and I had asked friends about her, we 
had spoken once briefly on the phone (no mobiles in those days) but nothing could be 
as effective as spending time with her, talking, and discovering directly face to face 
who she was and knowing first hand about her true character. During the next six 
weeks we spent time together, formed a foundation and the beginning of a long and 
satisfying relationship and marriage that God has enabled us to share unto this day.

 

When it comes to knowing God we can do a couple of things, we can talk to people 
about God or get information about God from other people, we can read books and 
listen to what an author says about God. We can listen to the lyrics of a song written 
by a Christian musician as it speaks to us in certain ways, but at some point the best 
way to learn about God is from God himself, to enter into a relationship with him and 
hear from him directly what he says about himself. 


Moses does that. Moses grew up knowing he was a Jewish person as he learned 
about that as he was raised in Egypt, but in the last few chapters he has had more 
intimate contact with God, and we saw in the previous chapter Moses asks God to 
“show me your glory”. You recall God says you can!t see the full expression of my 
glory or you will die. But he said I!m going to pass by and you are going to see 
something of that passing, but more significantly I am going to tell you about myself, 
I!m going to proclaim who I am to you. So God answers Moses not in an appearance 
but a list of attributes, a theology lesson if you like - God gives him words, 51 words in 
my English translation. It happens to be one of the most important bible passages in 
the entire scripture, I know that because of how many times Old Testament Bible 
writers refer to Exodus 34. 


Moses later on will remind God of this incident that takes place in Exodus 34 when he 
intercedes for his people as they fail to take the promised land in Numbers 13.


Nehemiah will pull truths out of this passage as he confesses his sin in Nehemiah ch 9


Jeremiah will quote this passage when he prays facing the Babylonian captivity In 
Jeremiah 32 


David will make reference to Exodus 34 in Psalm103 and Psalm 145 


Two minor prophets,  Joel and Jonah knew this passage by heart, they quoted it 
freely, and shades of this passage also appear in Deuteronomy chapter 5, 1 kings 
chapter 3, Lamentations chapter 3, Daniel 9 and Nahum chapter 3 


So, Bible authors clearly understood that Exodus 34 is a foundational statement about 
God, the answer is pretty clear as to why, as it!s the only place God himself tells you 
what he is like, it is if you like God!s autobiography.
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Now as we go through this little section (v5-7)  I want you to notice a couple of 
aspects about God"s personality, his designation (that is his name and his description)

We begin with his name, notice that God begins this little conversation point with 
Moses by introducing his name, he says in verse six ‘the Lord the Lord God” - let’s 
stop right there.  When you meet somebody the first thing you tell that person 
generally is your name, Hi I’m Judith, you give your name so that people can identify 
you from that point onward. God does that with Moses, The Lord the Lord God, in 
Hebrew ‘Yahweh, Yahweh el’, by the way it!s the only place in scripture where this 
precise formula occurs, ‘Yahweh, Yahweh el’ - now that word ‘el’ that!s a generic word 
for a God found in the Old Testament, as a Semitic term it is used to describe gods of 
other nations, but the word Yahweh is specific, it means ‘I am’. ‘I am,’ its the name 
that God introduced himself to Moses with at the burning bush, remember when God 
spoke to Moses and said you are going to be the deliverer of the children of Israel, 
and Moses says they are going to say who sent you? I have got to give them a name, 
and God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM” and thus you shall say to the children of 
Isreal, I AM has sent me to you’ this is my name forever” so he introduces himself as 
Yahweh, Yahwah el. Why twice? -  it!s simply for emphasis, to emphasise to Moses 
that the same God who called him in Exodus ch 3 is the one who was talking to him at 
that point.

Now the words ‘I am’ is the first person form of the Hebrew verb ‘hayah’ which means 
‘to be’; the word Yahweh is just the third person form of the verb, it means ‘the self 
existent one’, in other words God doesn’t depend on anyone for his existence, we 
depend on God for our existence, God depends on no one for his existence, so he is 
‘the self existent one’. Also the name ‘I am’ refers to his eternal nature, ‘he is’, he’s not 
the great ‘I was’, he!s not the great ‘I used to be’, he is ‘I am’ He is the eternal one. 
The name ‘I am’ refers to his ‘active existence’, the verses showing that God is 
involved in humanity, he’s not aloof, detached, up in heaven uninterested in his 
creation. The writer of Hebrews said you must first believe that God is ‘I am’ and that 
he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him.

Now notice something, look at the word LORD, it!s all in capitals - capital L capital O 
capital R capital D, now that!s not always that way in the Old Testament, sometimes 
its capital L small ord.

Whenever we see all capital’s - capital L capital O capital R capital D you are dealing 
with the name Yahweh, you!re dealing with a word that has four consonants  YHWH 
and we think it!s pronounced Yahweh, but because the Israelites at some point in their 
history felt it was better to avoid using the term Yahweh than to chance abusing the 
name of God so they just stopped saying it, they thought human lips were too sinful 
even to utter the name of God, so they replaced the name Yahweh with the term 
Adonai = term for the mighty one.


In the bible a name is more than just a tag to identify a person, a name also carries 
with it a reputation, somebody!s character or somebody!s authority. When we pray 
using Jesus name, we come to the father using His reputation and His authority, and 
Hebrews believed there is a connection between a persons name and a persons 
nature. Some modern experts would agree, one psychologist study of 15,000 juvenile 
delinquents discovered that those who had odd or embarrassing names got into 
trouble four times as much as other children with more normal names, so a word of 
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advice if you!re thinking of a strange and unusual name for a newborn child coming 
up, be careful, there!s a real connection between name and nature. In biblical times 
when parents named their children they would name them with the hope that their 
child would live up to the name, so the name Judah means ‘praise’ the idea being that 
‘I hope my child grows up to praise the Lord’ or the name Samuel which means ‘God 
hears’, it!s the hope that my son will grow up hearing the voice of the Lord and in 
crying out to God, God will hear him, all of that hope was built into the name, and so 
we could go on …. 


We now have in the passage a list of words that describe God’s personality,  these are 
the attributes of God and we have them in three categories 

1. Benevolent attributes; 

2. Bountiful attributes;  

3. Balanced attributes (which will come next week).   The first word God wants you to 

know about himself is that he is Merciful, some translations say compassionate, 
the Hebrew root word refers to a mother’s womb because it describes the feeling a 
parent has for a helpless being like their child.


David said in Psalm 103 ‘just as a father has compassion on his children so Yahweh 
has compassion on those who fear him’, so the first attribute, God is merciful - God is 
compassionate 


All of us who have had to care and look after little children discover a growing sense 
of compassion for them that wants to protect and care for them. David said ‘God 
knows our frail frame and he remembers that we are dust’, so attribute number one, 
God is Merciful.


Notice the next word, He is Gracious, a word that is used 13 times in the Old 
Testament, it refers to the feeling of one stronger towards one who is weaker, almost 
always used of God as the subject. When Jacob meets up with Esau in Genesis 33, 
Jacob wants to explain to Esau why he has such a big family and he!s so wealthy and 
why he has so many flocks and he says - because the Lord has dealt graciously with 
me, ‘God has been Gracious’. In  2 Samuel 12 David!s son was near death and David 
fasted and prayed that God would spare his life, that Yahweh may be gracious to me. 
We know the theme of Grace goes throughout all scripture from Genesis to 
Revelation, but it finds is fullness in the New Testament. John writes the Law came by 
Moses but Grace and Truth came through Jesus Christ, so God’s attribute of Grace 
finds its full expression in the New Testament. Christianity is distinct from all other 
religions, because it is a message of grace, salvation is by grace, and grace 
empowers Christian living, without grace Christianity would be nothing. But let us not 
forget that God here tells Moses He is gracious.


In order to understand Mercy and Grace we need to introduce the word ‘Justice’ to 
compare them to, because you need Justice to understand Grace and Mercy.

Justice is getting what you deserve.

Mercy is not getting what you deserve

Grace is getting what you don’t deserve.

Grace and mercy have nothing to do with fairness. We often use to hear the words 
from our children ‘that’s not fair”
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What God offers is supremely better than Justice or Fairness - God’s Mercy and 
Grace.


Next we have the third word that describes God ‘long-suffering’ (slow to anger), it 
simply means God doesn’t fly of the handle. God does not need anger management 
classes. The word long- suffering, the literal Hebrew word, means long-nosed, and 
here’s why - when a person gets angry what colour do they go? (red, in the face) - so 
the idea is the longer the nose, the longer it takes to go red! and show or display 
anger. It’s as if God takes a l-o-n-g deep breath before he deals with sin, he is slow to 
anger.

You should know, the Bible reveals that God has a legitimate basis for anger, it’s 
grounded in his holy perfect character, and there will be a day when those who reject 
Jesus Christ will stand before God at the great white throne and be judged. But you 
also ought to know this, that he is in no hurry for that day. As Peter said he’s not 
wanting that anyone should perish but that everyone should come to repentance. So 
these three attributes sum up his benevolent character  - God is merciful, God is 
Gracious, God is long suffering.


The next two thoughts sum up his bountiful attributes.- saying in v 6 he is abounding 
in goodness and truth KJV (steadfast love and faithfulness NIV). There is an ancient 
refrain ‘God is good - all the time, all the time - God is good.’ To say God has 
abundant goodness means his goodness will never run out. The Hebrew word here is 
‘Chesed’ when its used in human terms it means loyalty, when its applied to God it 
speaks of his consistent unchanging love. In ancient times a king was supposed to 
demonstrate his ‘Chesed’ to his own people. So God has abundant loving kindness 
towards us. 

We know of a man in the bible who was mad about God’s abundant loving kindness 
(Jonah - Story outline). Jonah ch 4:2 -  Jonah became angry: “I fled previously to 
Tarshish for I know you are a gracious and merciful, God slow to anger and abundant 
in loving kindness.” 


God asked Jonah to take his message to Nineveh, to be his representative at the city 
of Nineveh. And although he knows Gods character Jonah brings them the message 
with anger and coldness.


How well do we represent God, is our life a representation of his true attributes?


Did you know the South Pole is the healthiest place in the world to live? At the South 
Pole - Antarctica - there is no pollution, there is no dust and there are no germs, 
Antarctica is the one continent untouched by the coronavirus and social distancing is 
not a problem, why? Because it’s so cold, the air outside can get to 100° below zero 
that very few people want to live there. You know We can create an environment like 
that here where sin has little chance of survival but we are so coldhearted we don’t 
represent God’s true character and attributes.

 

The final word we are looking at in v 6 is Truth. In the film ‘A few good men’, in his 
defence of doing wrong to maintain military authority. JackNicholson famously says in 
court “You can’t handle the truth” -
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God does not need to hide the truth because its unpalatable, he tells Moses it is part 
of his main attribute.  Here the word simply means God is reliable, God is dependable, 
you can depend on his character, depend on his warnings. God keeps his word, it is 
something you can bank on. It is never going to change.

We may need to pencil things in our diary because they may change. But God’s 
mercy, his grace, his long suffering, goodness and faithfulness will never be rubbed 
out or replaced. His word is the same yesterday, today and for ever.


On hearing Gods word Moses did what? …. Bowed his head and worshipped, asked 
for forgiveness and asked to belong to him for ever. May that be true for us!


Our final song emphasises this theme: Faithful God 

Faithful God, faithful God, 
all sufficient one, I worship you.                                                                           
Shalom, my peace, my strong deliverer, 
I lift you up, faithful God.                                                                                           
Author: Chris Bowater,                                                                                                                                                                       
CCLI Song No 872433, Copyright 1990@Sovereign Lifestyle Music,                                                                                                  
CCL No 5664     

Alec shares the blessing, as Paul had intended: Numbers 6:24-26 NIV 

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you 
peace.”   

The Lord lift up his countenance upon and give you peace! 

We do this at the end of the service because that’s the last thing we want you to 
remember as you leave church. 

The world we’re returning to may not be good, but our God is good, and he wants good 
things for each of us. 

The same encounter that changed the face of Moses is the same encounter that 
Jesus wants to have with each of us and those we meet along the way. 

We conclude our time together as we share The Grace: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen.
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