
 

 

 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, holding a Virtual Service on Sunday 
November 8th, Remembrance Sunday, 2020 at 10:45.  
 
As we are not able to meet in person at present, we hope and pray that you will find this 
outline of our service helpful, as we all seek to worship God as a Church family, wherever 
we are. 
 
The Service does include a time of silence for private reflection, (which would represent the 
two-minute silence at 11am) and is led by Paul Carter. 
 
We pray that this service will enable all ages to remember the great sacrifices that people 

made in the various wars, and then to respond with thankfulness and a desire to change. 

Welcome: We welcome everyone to our Family Remembrance Day Service (during which 

we will pause for the Act of Remembrance and our 2 minutes silence at 11am) 

Opening Prayer: We come together today to remember:  

To remember with thanks those who have given their lives in service of others.  

To remember with sadness the suffering, destruction and pain caused by human conflict.  

We come also to commit ourselves to be peacemakers, and peacekeepers wherever we 

can.  

Serving you as you deserve; to give and not count the cost, to fight and not heed the wounds, 

to toil and not seek for rest, to labour and not ask for reward save that of knowing I am doing 

your will Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Those at home can sing or read the words in silence or aloud as they prefer, to this familiar 

hymn: 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 
in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still 
my heart and tongue employ. 
 
Of his deliverance I will boast 
’til all that are distressed 
from my example comfort take 
and charm their griefs to rest. 
O magnify the Lord with me, 
with me exalt his name! 
When in distress, to him I called 
he to my rescue came. 
 
Fear him, you saints, and you will then 
have nothing else to fear; 
make you his service your delight 



 

 

your wants shall be his care. 
 
Nicholas Brady (1659 - 1726) and Nahum Tate (1652 - 1715) 
© Jubilate Hymns Ltd 
Used by permission, CCL no 5664 
 

https://youtu.be/4HBagn6NigQ 
 
In John ch 15 v 12 Jesus says, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 

you.” 

Jesus commanded us to love each other. 

I wonder how you would answer if I said to you, “What do you think love is?”  

Would you say that love is… 

  
…when a boy and girl grow happier together 

and want to spend all their time together? 
…when he does things without having to 

be asked? 

  

…having all the patience in the world? …giving him another chance? 

 

…about making sacrifices? 

https://youtu.be/4HBagn6NigQ


 

 

 

Let’s hear what Jesus continues to say in John 15: 13“ Jesus says, “Greater love has 

no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends.” (NIV) 

Love can be all of the things we said above when we looked at the pictures and cartoons 

but it is also so much more: 

• At the heart of loving each other as Jesus has loved us is the willingness to put other 

people’s needs before our own needs, whatever we feel like  

• It is to sacrifice what we want for the good of the other person. Today we are thinking 

about the greatest love that people can show each other                             

• It is the love that involves sacrificing one’s very own life for the good of others. On this 

Remembrance Day we remember those who lay down their lives in the fighting of war, 

so that we can live in freedom  

• In World War 1 alone 6 million British men fought. Of those 6 million British men, 772,000 

of them died, 1.7 million were wounded and 170,000 became Prisoners of war 

It is important to hear true life stories from people who went to war on behalf of our country. 

Those able to watch will see a video from a veteran telling of his experiences and memories 

of fighting in the trenches and the battle of Passchendaele. 

(This is the internet link if you wish and are able to view it) 

 https://youtu.be/SlwOSXcVQm8 

We need to remember the reality and consequences of war and I want to mention a couple 

of reasons why:  

The first is so that we can BE THANKFUL for the incredible love that they have shown, 

that has brought us freedom. Their love was very costly…  

They were willing to sacrifice what they wanted for the good of others. They had to leave 

behind their families and friends to fight for our freedom.  

They had to cope with all sorts of hardships like lack of food, sleep and peace, as well as 

illness and pain. They saw terrible things and heard terrible things which stayed with them 

long after the war they were serving in had finished, and they did it all with the hope of 

securing peace for others, for you and for me. 

The way of life that we enjoy now is mainly down to their courage and sacrifice so, let us BE 

THANKFUL to these brave men and women who gave everything. 

We join in prayer, read by Judith 

Let us pray. You are invited to join in with the responses in bold. “Thank you Lord”  

On this Remembrance Day we want to thank you Lord for all who have died that we may 

live.  

Thank you Lord 

For all who suffered pain that we might know joy.  

Thank you Lord  

https://youtu.be/SlwOSXcVQm8


 

 

For all who had to cope with being in prison that we might know freedom.  

Thank you Lord 

For all those who willingly served in the armed services or on the home front, sacrificing 

what they wanted and everything they had, so that we can live in peace.  

Thank you Lord  

Amen.  

And now let’s pray for those who are currently serving in wars and conflicts. Again, we invite 

you to join with the responses that are in bold.  

Heavenly Father, we bring before you those who are currently serving in wars and conflicts 

around the world.  

For those facing the unknown, give them courage.  

For those struggling with physical exhaustion, give them strength.  

For those serving in desperate situations, give them hope.  

For those leading others and making difficult decisions, give them wisdom. 

and for the families left at home, give them comfort.  

In Jesus name we pray. 

Amen 

Commemoration (as 11am approaches) 

Friends, let us stand and remember in silence before God, all those who have died in war. 

The two minute silence, including the sharing of the Last Post. 

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old. 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. – we will remember them. 

We say the Lord’s Prayer together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen 
 
We now share in song: 
 
All I once held dear, built my life upon, 
all this world reveres, and wars to own, 
all I once thought gain I have counted loss, 
spent and worthless now, compared to this. 
 Knowing you, Jesus, 
 knowing you, there is no greater thing. 



 

 

 You're my all, you're the best, 
 You're my joy, my righteousness, 
 and I love you, Lord. 
 
Now my heart's desire is to know you more, 
to be found in you and known as yours, 
to possess by faith what I could not earn, 
all-surpassing gift of righteousness. 
 Knowing you, Jesus, 
 knowing you, there is no greater thing. 
 You're my all, you're the best, 
 You're my joy, my righteousness, 
 and I love you, Lord. 
 
Oh, to know the power of your risen life, 
and to know You in Your sufferings, 
to become like you in your death, my Lord, 
so with you to live and never die. 
 Knowing you, Jesus, 
 knowing you, there is no greater thing. 
 You're my all, you're the best, 
 You're my joy, my righteousness, 
 and I love you, Lord. 
 
Graham Kendrick  
Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music 
Used by permission, CCL no 5664 
 

https://youtu.beO4lgusP8Z8w 
  

A Word for Remembrance Day  

What do you do with your poppy after Remembrance Day? Do you throw it away? Or keep 

it for next year? Does it languish in a drawer until you come across it in a few months ’time? 

Or Perhaps you have a very particular place for it? 

The Poppy is a symbol of our remembering. So, I want to ask of us the bigger question – 

what will you, what will I, do with our remembering after Remembrance Day? What happens 

on Thursday, and the next day and the next?  

Will we put our remembering away until next year - when we will get it out again and brush 

it off? 

For some of us that isn’t what will happen because for some of us the remembering is more 

personal, because with it is mourning – mourning what has happened to a colleague, a 

friend, a partner, a parent, a child. That isn’t something you can switch in and out of, in line 

with the calendar.  

How we remember and what we do with our remembering, matters. What we do on 

Thursday. Because if we just put our remembering, along with our poppies to one side, then 

we have not remembered rightly this weekend. 

https://youtu.beo4lgusp8z8w/


 

 

Right remembering is about more than setting aside a day in a year to remind ourselves of 

the facts. Remembering rightly is about how we live in the light of those facts. Especially 

today as a community and as a nation. 

In the Old Testament the people of God, the Israelites, were forever being called by God to 

remember – to remember who they were, where they had come from – and it was usually 

at times in their life when things were going wrong. But that call to remember wasn’t about 

just reminding themselves how they had got into their current mess, it was also a call, more 

than that, a promise to a future that would be different. And God’s promise for a different 

future is for all nations, not just one.  

God asks his people to remember. And right remembering, honourable remembering, 

requires both honesty and vision from us. Honesty about our past – today we must remind 

ourselves of the facts of wars and conflicts, past and present, and remember – with gratitude, 

sometimes with sorrow and wonder. because behind each fact is a person and behind them, 

a family, colleagues, a group of friends, a community, a nation that is different because of 

what has happened. 

But today God would also say to us – as you remember don’t forget your future, don’t get 

stuck with the facts, however painful, in a way that causes you to forget you have a future. 

For in right remembering, honourable remembering, we must have a vision for the future. 

Last weekend we had the joy and privilege of sharing Communion again at Bethesda chapel, 

the elements of bread and wine being tangible reminders of Jesus ’lifegiving sacrifice that 

others may have life in all its fulness. From a pragmatically human perspective, Jesus ’

ministry as a prophetic preacher and teacher had been a very short period of promise 

unfulfilled; no promised new kingdom as anticipated by the Jewish nation, rather an 

ignominious death sentence following trumped up charges. However, the physical loss of 

this man produced what no other life could do. His death transformed everything, which is 

why remembering his sacrificial death for us through the elements of communion have been 

so precious to us. Without this, as He said, we would not have the power and presence of 

the Holy Spirit or the sure and certain hope for the future.  

Although no life can be compared to that of the Lord Jesus Christ, all life is precious and 

significant, which is why we need to remember those who died in battle, in the hope that 

their sacrifice was also not in vain. 

Today God would also say to us – as you remember the past don’t forget your future, don’t 

get stuck with the facts, however painful, in a way that causes you to forget you have a 

future. For in right remembering, honourable remembering, we must have a vision for the 

future. 

God’s ultimate promise for us is that God will dwell with us, there will be no more mourning, 

no more crying, no more pain – we will get out of our cycles of violence and war because all 

of that has been gathering up in Christ who has shown us a different way, and made possible 

a future that starts with us, now, because there is no going back, only moving forward. 

Taking our remembering and living in the light of it, not putting it to one side like a faded 

poppy that has served a purpose. 



 

 

So how will we remember honourably? In the light of our remembering today and tomorrow, 

how will you, and will we, resolve in our lives to be on Thursday? 

When you remove your poppy from the coat it’s been on these last few days think about 

what you will do with it, and what will you do with the remembering that it symbolises – 

Perhaps you will put it in a particular place from where it’ll continue to nudge you in your 

remembering. 

But let it be a symbol of the vision God calls us to take up in our future individually, as a 

community, as a nation – that by our living, 

We will remember them. 

We bring our time together to a close as we sing or read together: 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home. 
 
Beneath the shadow of Thy throne 
still may we dwell secure; 
sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
and our defence is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting Thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in Thy sight 
are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
bears all its sons away; 
they fly, forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 
 
Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be Thou our guide while troubles last, 
and our eternal home. 
 
Isaac Watts. 
CCL no 5664 

 
https://youtu.be/ZjdmLstpNGE 
 
 

https://youtu.be/ZjdmLstpNGE


 

 

We have been remembering this morning those who have made the greatest sacrifice of all, 

sacrificing their lives in wars for our freedom, 

As we come to the end of the service let’s commit ourselves to loving one another, which 

results in peace amongst us, rather than conflict, knowing we can turn to Jesus who alone 

has the power to CHANGE us. 

Lord Jesus, today we commit ourselves to:  

choosing love over hate, 

choosing service over selfishness, 

choosing sharing over greed, 

and choosing peace-making over trouble making, 

For the glory and honour of your name. Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
  



 

 

 


