
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on September 12th 2021 at 10:45, 
meeting in person once more at Bethesda Chapel. 

However, as not everyone as yet feels able to join us in person, we still plan to use our 
YouTube channel to broadcast the services, and will continue to provide this written 
service sheet for those unable to attend  Bethesda. We hope and pray that you will 
find this outline of our service helpful, as we all seek to worship God as a Church 
family, wherever we are.  

Our service today is led by Tim, and the Theme of “Encounters with Jesus” 
continues with The Centurion.  

Welcome & Introduction: Tim (Encounters with Jesus: Great Love, Great Humility, 
Great Faith)  

Tim has chosen songs which represent the theme, so we begin with one that speaks 
of Great Love. This is one of Tim’s favourites, written and sung by Stuart Townend: 
Loved Before the Dawn of Time (Salvation Song):  

Loved before the dawn of time, 
chosen by my Maker, 
hidden in my Saviour, 
I am His and He is mine, 
cherished for eternity. 

When I’m stained with guilt and sin, 
He is there to lift me, 
heal me and forgive me; 
gives me strength to stand again, 
stronger than I was before. 
 So with every breath that I am given 
 I will sing salvation’s song; 
 and I’ll join the chorus of creation 
 giving praise to Christ alone. 

All the claims of Satan’s curse 
lifted through His offering, 
satisfied through suffering; 
all the blessings He deserves 
poured on my unworthy soul. 
 So with every breath that I am given….. 
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(Singing glory, honour, wisdom, power 
to the Lamb upon the throne; 
Hallelujah, I will lift Him high. 
Singing glory, honour, wisdom, power 
to the Lamb upon the throne; 
Hallelujah, I will lift Him high.) 
 So with every breath that I am given… 

Stars will fade and mountains fall; 
Christ will shine forever, 
Love’s unfading splendour. 
Earth and heaven will bow in awe, 
joining in salvation’s song. 

https://youtu.be/WWehzQbQ6IA 

Stuart Townend & Andrew Small Copyright © 2007 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. 
by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 
CCL. No 5664, used by permission. 

Tim leads us in a brief prayer: 

‘All things are possible with God’  

Tim illustrates this with a piece of paper, which he holds up so that the congregation 
can see there is a small hole - smaller than a 10p. Esther joins him to confirm that the 
hole is smaller than the coin, and it’s obvious that the coin will not fit through the 
hole without tearing the paper.  

However: 

Tim folds the paper horizontally alongside the hole, places the coin inside the folded 
paper, and hey presto, it slides through the hole without tearing the paper!!!  

A simple illustration but nonetheless effective - you could try it at home!!!(Mark 10: 
27)  

We watch, listen, read or join in singing: My God is So Big:  

(You may think you know this one, and you may, but although it is an action song it is 
more upbeat than the version we generally sing, with some additional words. Esther 
and Tim demonstrate the actions at the front of church, some join in!!)  

My God is so big and so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot do,          
My God is so big and so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot do.           
My God is so big and so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot do.      
My God is so big and so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot do. 
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In the beginning God made everything,                                                                          
God simply spoke and the world came to be,                                                                   
He sent a flood and made everything new,                                                                      
He parted the sea let his people walk through.                                                             
He helped a boy bring a giant right down,                                                                 
Joshua marched, the walls fell to the ground,                                                              
these acts of power are worthy of praise                                                                       
but if you want to question my God is his ways: I’ll look you in the eye and say:” 

 My God is so big…. 

Though we are sinners he still gave us worth,                                                                     
God sent his son to live here on the earth,                                                                                                                                 
He healed the sick, he made blind men see,                                                                       
Hh let the lame walk and he set the world free.                                                                                                                 
He died on a cross and he rose from the grave,                                                                    
he conquered sin, He is mighty to save,                                                                           
He went to heaven and he’s coming back,                                                                        
God’s word is true but if its attacked: I’ll look you in the eye and say: 

 My God is so big…. 

God the Spirit, God the Father, God the Son, 1 +1 +1 =1 

I want the world to know about my God,                                                                               
I want to live so the whole world can see                                                                        
that my heart is changed, I’m forgiven and new,                                                                                                                                 
if people need proof may they see it in me 

Lets look the world in the eye; let’s look them in the eye and say: 

My God is so big and so strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot do… 

If you have internet access and wish to watch this version, here is the link. 

https://youtu.be/C986eLNNiOo 

Tim shares our Notices:                                                           

Refreshments after the service                                                                                
Coffee Morning – Tuesday @ 10-12 
Fellowship Meeting – Thursday @ 7.30pm 
Harvest – 26 September (BMS, Foodbank) 
Keswick in East Lancashire – 7/8 October 
RISE Praise evening – 19 October at Beacon / Zoom 
Praying for each other 

3

https://youtu.be/C986eLNNiOo


before introducing the song he has chosen to represent Humility: You Laid Aside 
Your Majesty. 

Tim plays the piano and Esther leads us as we sing: 

You laid aside your majesty, 
gave up everything for me, 
suffered at the hands of those you had created. 
You took all my guilt and shame, 
when you died and rose again; 
now today you reign, 
in heaven and earth exalted. 

I really want to worship you, my Lord, 
you have won my heart 
and I am yours for ever and ever; 
I will love you. 
You are the only one who died for me, 
gave your life to set me free, 
so I lift my voice to you in adoration.                                                                                

Words & music by Noel Richards 
© 1985 Thankyou Music 
CCLI License No. 5664 

Our Bible Reading for today is Luke 7: 1-10, which is read by Janet:  

The faith of the centurion 
When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered 
Capernaum.  There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was ill and 
about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, 
asking him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded 
earnestly with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation 
and has built our synagogue.’ So Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don’t 
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did 
not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will 
be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 
“Go”, and he goes; and that one, “Come”, and he comes. I say to my servant, “Do this”, 
and he does it.’

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he 
said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’ Then the men who had 
been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.


Sermon: Tim: Encounters with Jesus #2: A Great Man: An encounter at a 
distance. 

Luke 7: 1-10:  A Great Man… and a Greater Man 
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Introduc)on 

“This is the next in our series of ‘Encounters with Jesus’  Last 6me, we read about Jesus’ 
mee6ng with the woman of Samaria.  Today’s encounter with a Roman centurion has some 
similari6es: 

• Like the woman, the centurion’s name is not recorded 

• Like the woman, he was a Gen6le – Jesus has 6me for all 

But there are also some differences: 

• With the woman, it was a personal, face to face encounter, here it was an encounter at 
a distance, through others 

• The centurion, unlike the woman, was well-regarded in his community – in fact, we 
could say he was a great man, admirable in at least three ways, which we can learn 
from as he encountered Jesus 

The Centurion Showed Great Love, Unusual Love 

• First, for his very sick servant.  A Roman slave (‘doulos’ is the word used in verses 2 and 
3) was viewed normally as liQle more than a piece of property.  Roman laws allowed a 
master to kill a slave who was too ill or injured to work.  This was not the aStude of 
this centurion.  He refers in verse 7 to the servant using another word ‘pais’, which can 
also mean a son or daughter – this was a servant who was like a child to him.  This was 
unusual love 

• Second, for the Jewish community, so much so that they were prepared to come to 
Jesus to speak on his behalf.  He loved the community in which he lived and worked.  
This was a very unusual love for a Roman – mostly the Romans treated the Jews with 
some contempt and took advantage of the laws which allowed then to impose on the 
Jews – for example a Roman soldier could make a random Jew carry their pack for a 
mile (see MaQhew 5:41) 

• The centurion’s love challenges us.  How would others view the evidence of our love 
for others, for the community in which we live?  It was also a prac6cal love which 
showed itself in ac6ons at personal cost – he had invested his own money to build the 
local synagogue.  Can we say the same? 

• The love of the centurion was indeed great and admirable, but he came to an even 
greater man, a man of even greater love, for help.  The love of Jesus is beyond belief, to 
you and me, to all comers, not just reaching out to friends and community, but even to 
his enemies – see Romans 5:8. 

• Jesus commands a sacrificial love in us too – see John 13:34.  God is love, so when we 
love others in response to Jesus’ command, we point people to him 
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The Centurion Showed Great Humility, Unusual Humility 

• Romans were not known for their humility 

• Indeed, in the Greco-Roman world and philosophy, humility would not have been seen 
as a virtue at all.  The La6n word from which we get ‘humility’ was ‘humilitas’ and it 
implied being crushed, shamed, a failure 

• What was valued in that culture was building personal honour and reputa6on, in order 
to be praised by others.  People who could tried to impose their will on others. 

• The centurion was different.  He didn’t even consider himself worthy to meet Jesus 
face to face.  He even calls him ‘Lord’ – the Greek word is ‘kurios’ – meaning one who 
has authority and the power to decide, one to whom respect and reverence should be 
given.  It was a word the centurion would have been used to being applied to himself 
by his servants and the soldiers under his command.  It’s amazing that here, an 
important Roman officer uses it of a poor Jewish rabbi 

• The centurion had obviously heard of Jesus (v3) and not just his name, but what he had 
been doing and his character.  He saw in Jesus someone with ul6mate authority, 
someone great than himself. 

• Again, the centurion has lessons to teach us.  Humility is not that popular an idea in our 
culture either.  The idea of ‘you’re worth it’ is more to the fore.  But Romans 12 verse 3 
instructs us to have an aStude like the centurion, not thinking of ourselves more highly 
than we ought.  Proverbs 3:7 has a similar idea.  We need, like the centurion to 
recognise the limits of our own power and turn to one who is greater in our need and 
in our inadequacy 

• The good news of the Gospel is that we can turn to Jesus, whoever we are, no maQer 
than we feel unworthy and don’t deserve his aQen6on – have you done that? 

• Again, although the humility of the centurion was indeed great and admirable, he 
came to an even greater man, a man of even greater humility.  Jesus himself is our 
ul6mate role model when it comes to being humble and obedient – read Philippians 2 
verses 6 to 8.  And the verse before says our aStude should be the same! 

The Centurion Showed Great Faith, Unusual Faith 

• Faith could be defined as our trust in Jesus, our belief in his ability, his power and 
authority to help and save us. The centurion certainly showed such faith. 

• It’s not surprising that he used military terms to express it.  He was under a 
commanding officer who had authority over him, and he in turn had authority in the 
chain of command over the soldiers under him, as well as in his household.  This meant 
he had the power of command – when he said the word, it happened. 

• The centurion drew a parallel with this to Jesus.  He truly believed that Jesus had that 
same kind of authority, not just over day to day things, but even over disease.  He 
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believed that Jesus’ word of command would be enough for sickness to be banished.  
In other words, he saw in Jesus someone far more than a simple Jewish teacher.  And 
this was someone who had only hears of Jesus and not even met him! 

• This was great faith, unusual, amazing faith.  Even Jesus himself was amazed (v 9)!  
Only twice in the gospels do we read of Jesus being amazed and both 6mes it related 
to faith: 

- Here it was faith shown 

- On the other occasion, it was amazement at lack of faith shown – by people 
in his home town of Nazareth who should have known him beQer (see Mark 
6: 1-6) 

• The centurion really had every excuse to have small faith.  He had not net Jesus, he had 
no background in the Jewish faith, he had liQle light of revela6on – but see how he 
responded to the liQle light he did have!  He believed absolutely in the word of Jesus.  
Those in Nazareth had every reason to have faith.  They had the scriptures, they had 
first-hand knowledge of Jesus – yet they rejected and disbelieved him 

• What about us?  We have the en6re Bible to read and study, nearly 2000 years of 
church history to look back on – how is our faith and belief in the word of Jesus – how 
strong it should be!  But maybe we are more like the disciples in Mark 4:40 or MaQhew 
14:31 whose liQle faith was noted by Jesus.  Maybe we need to pray the simple prayer 
of Luke 17:5, along with the disciples: ‘Lord, increase our faith’ 

• The centurion’s faith was great and unusual, and we can be encouraged that it was also 
a rewarded faith, not a disappointed faith.  Jesus healed the servant at a distance by a 
mere spoken word.  The parallel passage in MaQhew 8 records the words Jesus spoke 
in verse 13.  Impossible?  No, for nothing is impossible with our God! 

Conclusion 

• The centurion was a great man in many ways, yet he met an even greater man that day, 
the greatest man, the God man.  I’m sure his life was never the same again aierwards.  
What about you?” 

Shirley leads our prayers of intercession: 

“Living and loving God, 

Once more we bring you our praise and worship. We acknowledge you as our God. We 
recognise your greatness and power. We marvel at your love and compassion. We come 
before you with awe and wonder. You are Lord of heaven and earth, of space and 
time, of this world and all of the universe, of life and death. Living and loving God, 
draw near to us and help us to draw near to you. Come to us through your Holy Spirit 
and help us to open our hearts to the risen Christ. Speak to us through the worship 
we offer this day, and through it all deepen our faith, Amen.  
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20 years ago yesterday we watched on our TVs with horror the bombing of the 
American World Trade Centre which killed so many people and traumatised some, 
even to this day. We remember all those who lost loved ones and pray for the healing 
of minds who experienced this terrible day.                                                                      
We pray too for the people of and in Afghanistan, especially those who have not 
managed yet to leave their country, and live in fear for their lives as they faced the 
Taliban's Islamic rules. We pray especially for the ‘secret’ Christians that you will 
hide them under the shadow of your wings and that they might know the peace that 
only you can bring.                                                                                                            
Haiti is another land that needs you Lord as they recover from the earthquake. God 
of all comfort, bring them the aid they need through your people and those who have 
the ability to provide for their basic needs and help for the rebuilding of the broken 
world. We think particularly of the children and pray that the nations may come to 
the aid.                                                                                                                           
We continue to pray for the Chilvers, our BMS partners. We thank you that after a 
difficult start they have settled down in Chad, gently exploring their new ‘homeland’ 
and getting to know their colleagues and patients. Continue with them on their 
journey Lord, and may they be blessed, knowing that you are with them and their 
mission every step of the way.                                                                                      
And now we pray for our own government. Although a somewhat controversial decision 
has been made, may the financial help for the NHS and care homes be welcomed and 
be a comfort to all who need to benefit from this decision. 

May the RISE meeting on the 19th of September be a time of celebration as 
churches in Blackburn with Darwen come together to praise and worship you. May our 
unity command the blessing.  

As we have come together now exploring the theme of Encountering you dear Lord, 
we thank you for the ways we can encounter you - through your word and Holy Spirit, 
through a look or a smile on someone's face and through a kind word or deed. Help us 
Lord, like Mary, to sit at your feet, to talk but mostly to listen to what you have to 
say to us.  

And finally may I suggest we have a few moments of silent prayer. Firstly let us pray 
for all those in our family and church family.                                                                    
1.  For those who are sick and waiting for the results of scans or consultations.                   
2. Those who are grieving the loss of loved ones.                                                             
3. Those who are concerned about many things.                                                                 
4.  Alec, Sibylle and the Johnston family .                                                                       
5 Our deacons and all who help oil the wheels of our church fellowship.                                      
6.  Tiddlywinks, the Movie Morning and the possibility of having Messy church in  
 the future.                                                                                                            
7.  Wisdom for our leadership as they seek God's will for our mission here at   
 Bethesda.  
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So much to pray for Lord, but we know you hear our prayers ,love us just as we are, 
but long for us to become the people you intended us to be. Amen” 

Representing Faith, Tim has chosen for our final song: Father I Place into Your 
Hands. Tim plays it for us on the piano, whilst Esther sings. 

Father, I place into your hands the things I cannot do, 
Father, I place into your hands the things that I've been through. 
Father, I place into your hands the way that I should go, 
for I know I always can trust you.  

Father, I place into your hands my friends and family. 
Father, I place into your hands the things that trouble me. 
Father, I place into your hands the person I would be, 
for I know I always can trust you. 

Father, we love to see your face, we love to hear your voice. 
Father, we love to sing your praise and in your name rejoice. 
Father, we love to walk with you and in your presence rest, 
for we know we always can trust you. 

Father, I want to be with you and do the things you do. 
Father, I want to speak the words that you are speaking too. 
Father, I want to love the ones that you will draw to you, 
for I know that I am one with you                                                                                            

Words & music by Jenny Hewer 
© 1975 Thankyou Music  
CCLI License No. 5664 

For our Benediction, Tim encourages us to share in the grace together:  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 

9


