
 

Welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, on Sunday January 10th 2021 at 
10:45.  

The current lockdown restrictions have resulted in the decision to not meet in 
person at Bethesda Chapel at present. We plan to use our YouTube channel to 
broadcast the services, but will still continue to provide this written service 
sheet. We hope and pray that you will find this outline of our service helpful, as 
we all seek to worship God as a Church family, wherever we are. 

Our service today is led by Alec who is at present still in Germany. He has 
recorded his sections of the service, which are reprinted here. We thank 
his daughter for her help in the recordings https://Mondlicht-film.de/ All 
the hymns and songs today are from Getty Music, as we are limited by 
copyright restrictions as to what can be included in the service recordings. 

Alec welcomes us from Schönwald, standing outside in the snow! 

“Good morning everybody, and welcome to Blackburn Baptist Church, where it's 
been snowing a lot in recent days as you can see! Welcome to our live service in 
Galligreaves, in East Lancashire in Blackburn. We pray that the Lord will bless 
you richly with us as we meet together to hear his word, to sing his praise, to 
pray and to share together in fellowship with one another in Jesus. Let's start 
now”                                 

Opening hymn    “May the peoples praise you“   

You have called us out of darkest night 
into Your glorious light 
that we may sing the wonders of 
the risen Christ. 
May our every breath retell the grace 
that broke into our strife 
with boundless love and deepest joy 
with endless life. 
 May the peoples praise You, 
 let the nations be glad. 
 All Your blessing comes 
 that we may praise, 
 may praise the Name of Jesus. 
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All the earth is Yours, and all within, 
each harvest is Your own; 
and from Your hand we give to You 
to make Christ known. 
May the seeds of mercy grow in us 
for those who have not heard; 
may songs of praise build lives of grace 
to spread Your Word. 
 May the peoples praise You… 
  
This our holy privilege to declare 
Your praises and Your name 
to every nation, tribe and tongue, 
Your church proclaims 
 May the peoples praise You… 

(Quietly) 
(Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty, 
Worthy, worthy is the Lamb Who was slain. 
Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty, 
all creation praise Your glorious Name.) 
 May the peoples praise You, 
 let the nations be glad. 
 All Your blessing comes 
 that we may praise, 
 may praise the Name of Jesus. 

Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, David Zimmer, Stuart Townend, Ed Cash. Copyright © 2016 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) , 
Alletrop Music (BMI) and Townend Songs (PRS) (admin by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org) 
Used by kind permission, CCL no 5664 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BrfkjHdKVI 

Its a delight to see and hear Sibylle today, in a recording from Germany, 
as she reads Psalm 130 for us, from the Old Testament, entitled A song of 
Ascents. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 
    Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to my cry for mercy. 
If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
But with you there is forgiveness, 
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
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I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, 
    and in his word I put my hope. 
I wait for the Lord 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 
    for with the Lord is unfailing love 
    and with him is full redemption 
He himself will redeem Israel 
    from all their sins. 

We can now sing or listen or read a song based on this Psalm: with the “Intro and 
Outro” sung to the tune to which we generally sing the words  “I’m not ashamed 
to own my Lord” This is a quieter reflective song from the Getty collection. 

Hymn                    “I will wait for you“                   

INTRO 
 Lord, from the depths I call to You, 
 Lord, hear me from on high 
 and give attention to my voice 
 when I for mercy cry. 
  
Out of the depths I cry to You, 
in darkest places I will call; 
incline Your ear to me anew 
and hear my cry for mercy, Lord 
  
Were You to count my sinful ways 
How could I come before Your throne? 
Yet full forgiveness meets my gaze 
I stand redeemed by grace alone. 
 I will wait for You, 
 I will wait for You, 
 on Your word, I will rely. 
 I will wait for You, 
 surely wait for You, 
 till my soul is satisfied. 
  
So put your hope in God alone, 
take courage in His power to save 
completely and forever won 
by Christ emerging from the grave 
 I will wait for you… 
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Now He has come to make a way 
and God Himself has paid the price 
that all who trust in Him today 
find healing in His sacrifice 
 I will wait for You, 
 I will wait for You 
 through the storm and through the night. 
 I will wait for You, 
 surely wait for You, 
 for Your love is my delight. 
  
OUTRO 
 I pray my soul waits for the Lord, 
 my hope is in His word. 
 More than the watchman waits for dawn 
 my soul waits for the Lord. 

Copyright@getty music, Ccl no 5664, used by permission 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_eJUqY_6tqo&list=RD_eJUqY_6tqo&start_radio=1&t=21 

Janet now shares our New Testament reading: Luke 2:41-52            

The Boy Jesus at the Temple 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 
When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the 
custom. After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he 
was in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for 
him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went 
back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been 
anxiously searching for you.” 
 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man. 

It’s time for the Message from Alec, again recorded: “Looking for Jesus“  
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The passage that Janet so helpfully read for us appears at first sight to be interes6ng and 
relevant  enough but its power and dynamism, its deep significance and applica6on to our 
daily lives might not at once be clear. 

If we are looking in the gospels for stories from and accounts of the childhood of Jesus, his 
early years as we might say on the earth, we will not find any other than this account in Luke 
chapter 2. 

So I am sure we might ask ourselves the ques6on, what is this passage doing here? Why did 
Luke alone and not MaFhew, Mark and John note this in their wri6ngs? BeFer why did God 
choose to make sure that this was included? Why this episode? 

We may well remind ourselves that as is wriFen in 2 Timothy 3:16-17,“All Scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correc6ng and training in righteousness so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.“ 

God put this passage in His Word so that we might be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. That is a high aim indeed. So let us look carefully at this important passage. 

Read v. 42 

The Passover celebrates the freedom of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, an historical not 
a mythological event. It really happened!  

According to Mosaic law,(Exodus 23:14-17,34:23ff., Deuteronomy 16:16ff.), with specific 
excep6ons all male Israelites were obliged to visit the Temple in Jerusalem three 6mes each 
year on the occasion of the feast of Passover, Pentecost and the feast of Tabernacles. 

Because of the distances involved many went just once as we see in this passage. 

I am sure Joseph was very careful to have a spare memory card with him in his luggage and 
his baFery charging cable to avoid any problems with recording the special event as he and 
Joseph took their son Jesus with them for the first 6me when he was 12 years of age, the age 
at which Jewish children become adults. 

Off they wandered to Jerusalem. 

But the group photographs, the video recordings of the gatherings, the menus that they 
enjoyed in the community room, the lists of those who were present and took part in the 
feast, these things are not recorded by Luke. He would have had enough informa6on from 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. She was most probably the prime source of all Luke`s precision-
based researches on this episode. She didn`t write a diary or a Facebook status report. She 
treasured all these things in her heart. 

I think personally that that is very o`en a very wise thing to do. 

Here is the story of a visit by one family to a fes6val in Jerusalem. But the most important 
thing is not the visit itself. That is rather strange at first sight isn`t it? 
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In the sentence of verses 42-43 the only main verb is the last one so that Luke is actually 
wri6ng something like this:  „When he was twelve and they had gone up, and when the feast 
was ended, when they were returning, Jesus stayed behind.“  

What Luke records as important, what Mary remembers as important is that Jesus stayed 
behind. 

He wasn`t a disobedient child in doing this. We read later in v. 51 that he was obedient to his 
parents in Nazareth. He wasn`t in some kind of re-educa6on programme led by Nazareth 
Social Services Department. Mary and Joseph wouldn`t have wanted that and it wouldn´t 
have been necessary anyway. 

But Mary and Joseph start wandering back a`er the feast completely unaware that Jesus is 
not with them but in the Temple. There was something else, or rather there was someone 
else on Jesus`s mind. 

Imagine Mary and Joseph`s conversa6on as they realised Jesus is not with them. They 
probably shared responsibility and didn`t blame each other separately. 

They maybe said, well we`ve gone and done it now. Bringing up the Messiah was our main 
life6me task and responsibility and we have gone and blown it now. We only had one job to 
do and we lost the Messiah. 

So they started looking for Jesus. 

Let`s just stop there for a minute. 

When I think I`ve blown it, when you think you`ve blown it, do we start looking for Jesus? 

Look for Jesus to solve our problems, look for Jesus to get us out of a mess,  look for Jesus to 
help us in our loneliness, in our isola6on, to get us out of our debt, to set us free from 
alcohol and drugs or whatever we are addicted to? To comfort us and help us when the main 
responsibili6es in our life are lying on the street wai6ng begging or being ignored or wai6ng 
to be collected by refuse disposal engineers? 

Are we looking for Jesus?  

I don`t mean looking for Jesus to meet our needs although He will do that if you trust Him. 

I don`t mean looking for Jesus to fulfil our hopes, although He is the only true and las6ng 
hope. 

I mean looking to Jesus to forgive us our wrongs, to set us free to serve Him. 

If we find Him He will lead us to the Father and show us the Father. 

If we seek Him, find Him and confess our wrongs to Him He will forgive us and we will never 
die. 

Eventually Mary and Joseph found Jesus. Not using a google App.  

They had thought Jesus was with them but he wasn`t. 
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At first, one whole day long, they thought He was with them. But He wasn`t. 

I am not in any way seeking to overplay the point, but are we not like that? 

We think Jesus is with us but we are actually walking away from Him? 

„Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.“ ((Isaiah 55:6) 

Is He speaking to us now? Are we listening? 

Mary and Joseph eventually found Jesus in the Temple. Oh yes they had looked everywhere. 
They    had begun to look for Him amongst their rela6ves and friends. But Jesus was with His 
Father in the Temple. And that is where a`er three days searching they found Him. 

I don`t know how long you have been looking for Jesus. But if He has found you today listen 
to Him, give your life to Him. Then instead of looking for Jesus you will belong to Him. 

Belonging to Jesus is the best thing that can happen to you in a pandemic. It is the best thing 
that can ever happen to you.  

When Joseph and Mary returned to Jerusalem in search of Jesus, they were astonished to 
find Him learning in His Father’s house. 

The young Jesus must have been wai6ng and wai6ng for the Passover feast; longing to go to 
the Temple in Jerusalem; for He knew what this place meant, he knew who was there!  

If you want to look at the picture that Jesus had in His mind from the Old Testament maybe 
you might like to look at Psalm 84 and Psalms 120-134. Sibylle read Psalm 130 for us earlier. 

But let`s look at Luke 2:48-49. Mary says; „Your father and I have been searching anxiously 
for you.“ 

Do you see the small „f“ for father? 

Then Jesus replies, „Didn`t you know I had to be in my Father`s house?“  

The first recorded words of Jesus are a statement about himself. They are also a claim to a 
rela6onship between himself and God different from and deeper than anything that had ever 
been known before. Furthermore it is a rela6onship into which he is going to bring all others 
who are prepared to put their faith in God through him. 

Do we see the big „F“ for Father? 

Jesus is saying where my Father is, where he centres his ac6vity, there am I also to be found 
as well. 

Jesus speaks with an assurance, with a convic6on, with a godly presence that He has always 
to be in that place where His Father is. Immersed in His Father`s thoughts, feelings and will.  

What about us? Are we immersed in the thoughts, in the feelings, in the will of our Father? 

Or are we pre-occupied with something else? 
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To seek and enter into and remain in the presence of God is in a completely different league 
to watching live the best ever football or cricket match. It overtakes the fastest Formula 1 car 
that will ever be developed. It makes the cultural high points of any earthly civilisa6on 
appear to be dried out stony valleys. It is in a more beau6ful key than any musician can 
dream of. No soprano ever born can reach a note equal to the heights of being in the 
presence of God. It is a higher goal than the best curriculum vitae that the world can offer. It 
is incomparably priceless.  

So why do we allow ourselves some6mes to be pre-occupied with compara6ve trivia, with 
things that fill our 6me and our hearts but leave us empty to the core? 

We belong to the Father. We are the Temple of the living God. 

The ini6al presence of God in the garden of Eden, the many tent stops by Abraham and Jacob 
at Bethel, which means house of God, the building of the Tabernacle, which was a basically a 
portable temple, a mobile worship centre and then the construc6on of the Temple. These 
were all stages leading to our present situa6on where God is in us, the hope of glory. He lives 
in us by His Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives demonstrates His work in us. 

Belonging to the Father we are being changed into the image of His Son. Some6mes we 
don`t no6ce this at all because it is a slow process and because we cannot see ourselves as 
God and others see us. As disciples of Jesus we are being changed into His likeness, 
transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is 
the Spirit. It is ul6mately the Father’s sovereign ini6a6ve to conform all His children to the 
image of His Son. 

You know what I think? As someone has said trying to grow spiritually without understanding 
God's plan for transforming your life is like trying to put together a jigsaw puzzle without 
looking at the picture on the box. Does Chris6an growth seem confusing and elusive to you? 
Then look at the picture; look at the Lord; dig deep into His Word. 

As Assistant Pastor and Youth Pastor at Letchworth Bap6st Church in Hernordshire I led a 
youth weekend at LeFon Hall in Norfolk. My key verse was the last one in our second reading 
this morning. That was rather a long 6me ago. But its significance, its importance, its 
centrality for our life and growth as Chris6ans has not changed. It is a model of balanced 
growth. 

Read 2:52. 

The Word of God does not change. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. 

I close this morning with these three challenging ques6ons: 

Are we looking for Jesus? 

Do we belong to Jesus? 

Are we becoming like Jesus? 

Let us pray! 
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We watch, listen or read our next Hymn, again thanks to Getty Music: 
“Come behold the wondrous mystery“    

Come behold the wondrous mystery 
in the dawning of the King. 
He the theme of heaven’s praises 
robed in frail humanity. 
In our longing, in our darkness. 
now the light of life has come. 
Look to Christ, who condescended 
took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery 
He the perfect Son of Man 
in His living, in His suffering 
never trace nor stain of sin. 
See the true and better Adam 
come to save the hell-bound man, 
Christ the great and sure fulfilment 
of the law; in Him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, 
Christ the Lord upon the tree; 
in the stead of ruined sinners 
hangs the Lamb in victory. 
See the price of our redemption, 
see the Father’s plan unfold, 
bringing many sons to glory, 
grace unmeasured, love untold. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, 
slain by death the God of life, 
but no grave could e’er restrain Him 
Praise the Lord; He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliverance, 
how unwavering our hope, 
Christ in power resurrected 
as we will be when he comes! 

What a foretaste of deliverance, 
how unwavering our hope, 
Christ in power resurrected 
as we will be when he comes! 

Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa 2013 
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© 2013 Love Your Enemies Publishing 
Used by permission, CCL no 5664 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-xQDm-
KZw8&list=PL0ONU3wVC9D3mum3zk0W9GEffLwJib3K-&index=5 

Graham leads us in our prayers, 

“Heavenly Father we come before you today, not in vain repetition but to draw 
near to you with a desire to commune and bestow praise, from humble and 
grateful hearts. You are our God and there is none like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, working wonders always. You are the creator and sustainer of 
our world and of our lives. By your hand you fling stars into space and with that 
that same hand you hold each one of us. On this hand you have engraved those 
who love the Lord Jesus, You decree is that no-one can snatch them from that 
same hand, they are eternally safe, secure and without condemnation.Thank you 
Lord. 

Father, you have decreed that you will build your church and the gates of hell 
will not prevent it, a promise that is sure and irrevocable. I pray for our church 
here at Bethesda, that you will build up and prosper the church, acknowledging 
that the church is not the building but the people. Lord you have blessed this 
church in so many ways, continue your blessing by making this church a beacon in 
this area, drawing people in from around this neighbourhood.                                        
I pray for the leaders of our congregation, especially Alec, that you will bless 
them. Father you have said that without you we can do nothing, and so bless 
them with the inspiration of your Spirit. Father please meet their needs and 
above all answer their prayers.                                                                                
I pray for our congregation here; I ask that those who have accepted salvation 
through Jesus Christ increase their faith, that you draw closer to them and 
whatever their circumstances, may they know your peace, the peace that passes 
all understanding. Protect them from the evil one and give them courage to 
share the gospel with family and friends.                                                          
Comfort those who mourn, and give them the knowledge that those who have 
died believing, as the Apostle Paul said,” absent from the body and at home with 
the Lord”. For those not well, you have said “Do not fear for I am with you, Do 
not be dismayed for I am your God, I will strengthen and uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.” Bless them Lord.                                                                  
For those who have not come to know you, I ask that you will bind the evil one, 
because the God of this age has blinded the mind of non-believers so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel which displays the glory of Christ who is the 
image of God. Please remove the scales so that they may see Jesus. 

I pray Lord for your Missionary servants, especially Brian and Jackie Chilvers, 
may they be allowed to go to Chad soon. For all your servants give them 
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strength, courage and safety, meet their needs and answer their prayers. 
Protect them from the evil one. Give them opportunities to speak your gospel 
and fulfil your promise as it is written, “Forgive the word that goes our from my 
mouth that it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish thy desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” Father forgive us Lord as we fail daily 
to walk with you, for as the Apostle Paul testifies, ‘I have the desire to do what 
is good, but I cannot carry it out. Who will rescue us? Thanks be to God for 
Jesus.’  

Father I pray for our country. During World War 2 when our country was in 
mortal danger, a National Day of Prayer was ordered. Churches were full and 
peoples minds were drawn to you, and by your grace our country survived. Today 
our country has trampled on your law, demolished churches, and passed laws that 
contradict your precepts. My prayer is that you will not abandon us but will draw 
the hearts of the people back to you. Have mercy on us Lord according to your 
unfailing love. Heavenly Father, there will never be peace on this earth until the 
Lord Jesus returns, the prophecies in scripture of war, famines and pestilence 
are stark.  And as Jesus said,’As the birth pangs of a woman growing in 
frequency and intensity’ as we are witnessing over the generations. Although the 
Covid virus is but one, we pray that you will have mercy and help those are in 
need. Thinking of the NHS workers and all public workers wherever they serve, 
apportion them your blessing. We thank you Lord for the strides that have been 
made in the production of vaccines, and praise you for this mercy. 

Father you have said “If my people will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways then I will hear from heaven and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land”. Lord please heal our land.  

We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Our closing hymn “Holy Spirit living breath of God“ begins and ends with the 
music from The Mission, known as ‘Gabriel’s oboe’, written by Enrico Marricone, 
before Keith Getty leads the singing of the verses.             

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord, 
come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 
give me faith for what I cannot see, 
give me passion for Your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
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Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
may Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin, 
in each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 
gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth, 
cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
that in unity the face of Christ 
may be clear for all the world to see. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDYjn-YdnD4 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, 
adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, ) 
Used by kind permission, CCL no 5664 

We bring our worship to a close - Alec leads us as we share The Grace. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.                                                             

Thanks to Mondlicht Films     https://mondlicht-film.de/ 
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