
Blackburn Baptist Church Virtual Service, 29 March 2020 

Welcome 

Welcome to today’s service – we pray that, as you read this, you will greatly 
know God’s blessing. 

Song: O God Our Help in Ages Past 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

1. O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 

2. Under the shadow of thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, 
And our defence is sure. 

3. Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

4. A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

5. O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home 

Song: 10000 Reasons 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

Chorus 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 
Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul 

I'll worship your holy name. 

1. The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies 
before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

Chorus 

2. You're rich in love, and you're slow to anger, 
Your name is great, and your heart is kind 
For all your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

Chorus 

3. And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near, and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore. 

Chorus

“10000 Reasons” words & music by Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin 
© 2011 Thankyou Music, Said and Done Music, sixsteps Music, SHOUT! Music Publishing 
CCLI License No. 5664 

Bible Reading: Psalm 91 

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  I will 
say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”  Surely he will 
save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.  He will cover you with his 
feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and 
rampart.  You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence 
that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.  A thousand may fall at 
your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.  You will only 
observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.  If you say, “The LORD is my 
refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no disaster 
will come near your tent.  For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in 
all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-hN740J6qA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E


a stone.  You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the 
serpent.  “Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he 
acknowledges my name.  He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in 
trouble, I will deliver him and honour him.  With long life I will satisfy him and show him my 
salvation.” 

Song: You Are My Strength 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

1. You are my strength: 
Strength like no other, 
Strength like no other, 
Reaches to me. 

2. You are my hope: 
Hope like no other, 
Hope like no other, 
Reaches to me 

Chorus: 

In the fullness of your grace, 
In the power of your name, 
You lift me up, 

You lift me up. 

3. Unfailing love, 
Stronger than mountains, 
Deeper than oceans, 
Reaches to me. 

Chorus 

Bridge: 

Your love, O Lord, 
Reaches to the heavens, 
Your faithfulness 
Reaches to the sky.  

“You Are My Strength” words & music by Reuben Morgan 
© 2007 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
CCLI License No. 5664 

 

Sermon: Four Men Walking 

Last week when my message was recorded, we were still moving around more or less freely. 
Nevertheless the message was clearly rather formal and serious in its content.  

Many of us are personally involved in the developments across the world.  Maybe you know 
that, for my family, the tragic news from Bergamo in north Italy was particularly hard because 
of the connections we have had with that city. The school in the Black Forest where I was, 
for many years, chairman of the parents’ association, where two of my daughters studied, 
had three schools in Bergamo with which we took part in music exchanges.  Sibylle and I 
have also visited the city. Yes, it is, I believe, a time for serious thinking and not for frivolity 
and empty-hearted behaviour.  Not that I have lost my sense of humour…Trinity Church, 
Bacup posted the following invitation on its Facebook page detailing the advantages of 
online services: 

1. No parking 
2. Refill your coffee anytime 
3. Relax in your pyjamas 
4. You can mute the pastor 

So feel free to hit the mute button if you don’t like what I am saying. But make sure not to 
forget to listen to what God is saying. 

This week our movements have become more restricted. Many of us are in quarantine or in 
self-isolation. Perhaps you have been reminded of the situation described in Leviticus 13 vv. 
45-46? 

“The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, 
cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’  As long as he has the infection, 

he remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the camp.” 

A lot of time is now being spent each day informing and instructing, discussing and debating 
how we should behave. Often it is presented in these terms: what must we do to protect 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeezo01meFA


ourselves from that which is threatening our health, our wealth, our society and our world?  
I want us to concentrate today on just one aspect of this debate which we should not 
overlook, push to one side, neglect or even completely forget. That is that we learn from the 
Bible that God is able to protect each one of us from harm. 

In Psalm 91 vv. 5-7 we read: 

“You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks 
in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at mid-day. A thousand may fall at your side, ten 
thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.” 

What is described in those verses is what God’s people experienced in Egypt.  We read in 
Exodus 12: 12-13: 

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and 
animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a 
sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.“ 

In the course of one night in each and every Egyptian family the first-born son died. But the 
Israelites, God’s people, were spared.  All of them.  There was no exception.  Not one of 
them died. 

At the time of the great flood recorded in Genesis chapters 6 to 8 something similar 
happened. God rescued those who trusted Him. 

Can we reckon with the same kind of protection? 

I may be wrong, but I think I can hear you saying that the examples I have selected and 
cited from Genesis, Exodus and Leviticus do not exactly fit our situation here today in 
Blackburn in 2020.  And maybe in part you are right!  But only in part! 

These examples show us clearly how great our God is, that He is able to protect us from all 
danger.  Of course we understand, of course we are well aware that believers, as Dr Billy 
Graham used to say, change their address.  That Christians leave their earthly home through 
illness, wars, all kinds of catastrophes and through persecution.  We must not pretend that 
these things do not happen.  We are not immune from illness; we are not unaffected by 
catastrophes or persecution.  We are in the world even if we are not of it.  All these things 
are realistic possibilities for us with which we may have to come to terms. But God does 
intervene. 

In Daniel chapter 3, a passage very familiar to many of us, there is a really encouraging and 
upbuilding example of God’s helpful and very direct intervention when His people were in 
dire need.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego were the Jewish administrators of the 
province of Babylon.  They were set up by astrologers who had come forward and 
denounced the Jews before the king for failing to worship the golden image of King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

They were threatened with being thrown into a blazing furnace if they continued to refuse to 
worship the image of the king.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego were clear in their 
hearts and minds that they would only worship the one true God. 

In Daniel 3: 16-18 we read: 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need 
to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God 
we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he 
does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image 
of gold you have set up.” 



The three Jewish administrators did not know what was going to happen to them. But even 
if their decision would result in their deaths, they were clear on one thing-they had chosen 
to remain faithful to God.  They were thrown into the fiery furnace and experienced God’s 
protection in a remarkable way.  

Daniel 3, 24-25: 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t 
there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”  They replied, “Certainly, O King.”  He 
said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 
looks like a son of the gods.” 

What an amazing experience. God’s protection knows no limits to those whose hearts and 
lives are given over to Him. 

Where is my heart?  Where is my life?  With the Lord?  Where is your heart?  Where is your 
life?  With the Lord?  Have we given our hearts and lives back to our Creator who made us 
and sustains us?  To the Lord who gave His Life for us? 

We can be absolutely sure that God is able to keep and protect all who trust Him, all who 
have hidden their lives with Christ in God;  God is able to keep and protect us all through 
each and every difficult situation in our lives. 

But even if we are confronted with illness and suffering, even if we are face to face with 
death itself, we have the assurance that we are safe in God’s hands. 

We trust God knowing that His Way is safe, secure and certain.  

In Psalm 18 30-31 we read: 

“As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the Lord is flawless; He is a shield for all who take 

refuge in him.  For who is God besides the LORD?  And who is the Rock except our God?” 

Do you believe that?  Do you know that in your experience?  Are you rejoicing in that?  Are 
we thankful for that? 

In my message to the church on March 8th from Exodus chapter 5 I spoke on “Does God 
know what He is doing?”  Is this the question we are asking ourselves again now in this new 
and developing situation?  Do you and I ask ourselves questions like these? 

• Why am I not able to visit my family? 

• Why am I not able to visit my husband in the care home? 

• Why am I not allowed to spend time with my children and grandchildren? 

• Why do I have to live alone, and no-one is allowed to visit me? 

• Why can I not care for those for whom I long to care? 

• Why is our society experiencing so much disruption and uncertainty? 

• Why are so many people suffering from anxiety and depression? 

God: do you really know what you are doing? 

This is not just a question of purely theological interest.  This is not even a matter of correct 
and appropriate biblical exposition. No. This is a matter of life and death. 

Videoconferencing, social networking. We live in a world of so-called virtual reality. But the 
reality of the world of virtual reality is that there is really nobody there.  Not where I am. Not 
where you are.  Not where we are. 

Yes, I know that Jesus said where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them 
(Matthew 18:20), and that is a really wonderful truth. 

But it is better than that.  Much, much better than that. Christ is IN us. Yes in us.  Christ is in 
us, the hope of glory, (Col. 1:27).  You cannot get any nearer than that. 



Today and every day God says to you and to me:  

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:9) 

"Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who 
goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you." (Deuteronomy 31:6) 

“I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20) 

"Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, 'I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) 

"For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39) 

Do we trust God or not? 

There are massive differences between the situation of the people of Israel in Egypt as 
described in the book of Exodus and our situation today.  There are incalculable contrasts 
in all kinds of ways… and describing Covid-19 as a plague may be absolutely and completely 
inappropriate. 

But it is probably fair to say that God is speaking today like He did at that time when He 
spoke so clearly and repeatedly to the Egyptian king, urging people to turn to Him and follow 
Him. 

This is not just about important daily matters like washing hands and social distancing. This 
is about being confronted with the reality of the living God and His claims on our hearts and 
lives. It is about God washing our hearts and minds from sin and guilt. It is about God coming 
near to us in His Son Jesus Christ and living in us through his Holy Spirit. 

Let’s go with God. Let’s trust Him and follow Him. Let’s encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact we are doing. And let us be obedient to His Word from our 
hearts. 

Song: Lord You Are Always Here with Me 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

Lord, you are always here with me, 
There is no changing God in thee, 
You are the same yesterday, 
And today and forever more. 
Here on your promises I stand, 
You hold my future in your hand, 
My solid rock, Almighty God, 
I worship You. 

When troubles come I trust in you, 
For I know you will lead me through 
And I know you are faithful till the end. 
And when the storms are drawing near, 
When I'm with you I don't have to fear, 
You're my shepherd  

On whom I can depend. 

Through the day, through the night, 
I know you're always by my side. 

Lord, you are always here with me, 
There is no changing God in thee, 
You are the same yesterday, 
And today and forever more. 
Here on your promises I stand, 
You hold my future in your hand, 
My solid rock, Almighty God, 
I worship you. 

“Lord You Are Always Here with Me” words & music by Bo Järpehag & 
Elsa Järpehag 
© 2002 The Orchard Music 
CCLI License No. 5664 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H6ZTYv4Lss


Song: Wielki Jest Bóg (How Great Is Our God) 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words in English translation below) 

The splendour of a king,  
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
He wraps himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at his voice 
Trembles at his voice 

How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God 
Age to age he stands 
And time is in his hands 

Beginning and the end 
Beginning and the end 
The Godhead, three in one 
Father, Spirit, Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb 
Name above all names 
Worthy of our praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 
How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God.

“How Great Is Our God” words & music by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash and Jesse Reeves 
© 2004 sixsteps Music, worshiptogether.com songs, Wondrously Made Songs 
CCLI License No. 5664 

Prayers 

Thank you, Lord, that you are the sovereign, the maker of all things.  Thank you that there 
is nothing that can separate us from your love.  Thank you for hope that transcends our 
circumstances and goes beyond death. 

We pray today, Lord, for: 

• Those in authority, that they will make wise decisions that will mitigate the spread of 
the coronavirus 

• Church leaders to have strength and wisdom in supporting their congregations at this 
time 

• Doctors, nurses and other health professionals as they come under pressure – for 
their strength, protection and courage 

• Protection, particularly for whose who are vulnerable and at special risk 

• Scientists seeking to find cures and vaccines for the virus 

• All those whose livelihoods are badly affected 

• Your church around the world to act with compassion, but also boldness in declaring 
the good news of hope to be found in Jesus 

• Forgiveness for ourselves and for our nation which has largely turned its back on you 

Amen  

Song and Benediction: May the Peace of God 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

May the peace of God, our heav'nly Father, 
And the grace of Christ, the risen Son, 
And the fellowship of God the Spirit 
Keep our hearts and minds within his love. 

And to him be praise for his glorious reign; 
From the depths of earth  
To the heights of heaven. 
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain, 
Christ eternal, the King of Kings.

May this peace which passes understanding, 
And this grace which makes us what we are, 
And this fellowship of his communion, 
Make us one in spirit and in heart. 

“May the Peace of God” words & music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
© 2005 Thankyou Music 
CCLI License No. 5664 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suCXzi3GBuU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQlFHIRFGGU

