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Blackburn Baptist Church Virtual Service, 26 April 2020 

Welcome 

Welcome to today’s service, wherever you are. Let us give praise 
to God as we start our service, through this wonderful hymn. 

Song: Crown Him with Many Crowns 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

Crown him with many crowns 
The Lamb upon his throne 
Hark! how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of him who died for thee 
And hail him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love 
Behold his hands and side 
Rich wounds yet visible above 
In beauty glorified: 
No angel in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight 
But downward bends his burning eye 
At mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease 
And all be prayer and praise 
His reign shall know no end, 
And round his pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of years 
The potentate of time. 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Ineffably sublime. 
All hail, redeemer, hail! 
For thou hast died for me 
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity 

Birthdays 

It’s Joy’s birthday this week. Let’s join in with our birthday song to wish her well. 

1. Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday dear Joy, 
Happy birthday to you. 

2. Happy birthday to you, 
Only one will not do, 

Give your heart to the saviour, 
And then you’ll have two. 

3. Happy birthday to you, 
From old friend and new, 
May God bless you and keep you, 
Happy birthday to you.

Song: Bless the Lord O my Soul (10,000 Reasons) 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

Chorus: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 
Worship his holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship your holy name 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing your song again 

Whatever may pass 
And whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 

Chorus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuMh_ept-Js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A
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You're rich in love, and you're slow to 
anger 
Your name is great, and your heart is kind 
For all your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 

Chorus 

And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near, and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

Chorus 

“10000 Reasons” words & music by Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin 
© 2011 Thankyou Music, Said and Done Music, sixsteps Music, 
SHOUT! Music Publishing 
CCLI License No. 5664 

Bible Reading: Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the 
other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in 
the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious squall came up, and 
the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the 
stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, 
don’t you care if we drown?” He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, 
“Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. He said 
to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were 
terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey 
him!” 

Sermon: Who Is This? 

Starting today and in the coming five weeks we will be taking miracles as our 
theme. We begin today by looking at the so-called nature miracles. On one count 
there are eight of these recorded in the gospels, one of which, the cursing of the 
fig tree, we looked at last week. The account of Jesus’ calming the storm is 
recorded in Matthew 8, Mark 4, which Shirley very kindly read for us, and Luke 
8. Then there is a parallel passage in Matthew 14, Mark 6 and John 6 which 
relates the feeding of a great crowd of people followed by an episode in which 
Jesus walks on the water. Luke 9 also describes the former but not the latter. 

Let’s consider Mark 6 first. The apostles had returned from a ministry trip and 
reported back to Jesus on what they had been doing and teaching. Must have 
been a bit like the forecourt at Manchester Piccadilly station in the rush hour with 
people coming and going and the disciples didn’t even have a chance to get a 
sandwich, so Jesus says let’s do an impromptu study day, get away on our own 
to a quiet place and get some rest. So off they go. But it worked out rather 
differently because many people saw them leaving, recognised them and ran 
ahead to where they were going. Those people must have been strongly 
motivated to want to be with Jesus, to see and to hear what he was doing. And 
they were quick movers. Maybe they had bikes or whatever, because they got 
to where Jesus landed before he did.  

When Jesus landed did he think, “Well that idea didn’t work. What happened 
there?” Did he think of saying to the crowd that had collected, “Look here. You’re 
making it really difficult for me and the disciples. It’s really not fair. We need 
some rest. You must have realised that. The disciples have been very busy. 
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Please give us a break and go back home.” No. When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion on them because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. So what did he do? Did he put on a show for them? No. He began 
teaching them many things and showing them the truth. 

You know I would have liked to have seen the reaction of the disciples as they 
saw the crowd. They still had no chance to report back to Jesus on their 
excursions, no peace and quiet, no rest and nothing to eat.  It’s a hard life as a 
disciple of Jesus. As they heard Jesus beginning to teach the crowd and getting 
into one of his long sermons, they appear to have taken a back seat and to have 
been patient. Eventually they decided to warn Jesus that it was getting late in 
this remote place and maybe he should send the people away to buy themselves 
something to eat. I am sure they thought this was a great idea and that Jesus 
would be deeply grateful for their intervention, their timely reminder and their 
help. Now they would get their peace and quiet and a chance to be alone 
together with Jesus. But Jesus says, “You give them something to eat.” That 
must have shaken them to the bottom of their pockets. They didn’t have their 
credit cards with them but eight months wages for bread? For an unknown 
crowd? That was out of the question! 

Jesus simply asked them how many loaves they had. So they went looking. They 
must have thought he was crazy. And would have wondered what his response 
was going to be as they told him, “Five loaves and two fish.” They might have 
thought, “Well that’s not going to do it. Is that just for us? What about the crowd?” 
But they had not reckoned with Jesus. Read Mark 6:39-44. What is this historical 
episode about? About travelling on boats, about crowds and teaching, about 
getting peace and quiet and rest and eventually something to eat. No. This is 
about Jesus. His identity, his compassion and his loving care. And about his 
power, his might and his authority.  

Immediately after this miracle we get another one. Jesus instructs his disciples 
to go on ahead of him while he dismisses the crowd and they obey him. What is 
Jesus aiming at? Signing a few quick autographs, stopping for press pictures 
and interviews, checking his emails and updating his chat, putting his feet up for 
a while to watch something on Netflix? No. He went into the hills to pray. Well 
that is what we do, isn’t it? Busy day, a lot of important conversations and 
interactions, so at the end of it all we go somewhere remote and isolated to pray.  

After that he was alone on land and saw the disciples having a pig’s ear of a 
struggle on the lake, battling against the wind. What happened next might have 
been misinterpreted for the actions of a trick artist or of another of those 
specialist candidates for Britain’s Got Talent. The disciples thought they were 
seeing a ghost. Jesus didn’t want to get in their way and would have gone past 
them as he walked on the water, but they all saw him and were terrified out of 
their minds, thinking he was a ghost. Jesus does not force us to spend time with 
him. He is not pushy. He is not brash. He is not intrusive. He didn’t want to get 
in the way and would have gone past the disciples. He spoke to them, he entered 
the boat and they were amazed - because the wind had died down. 
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But these disciples are really slow. They are the kind of guys who put the ball on 
the penalty spot and, when the referee blows, instead of shooting for goal, they 
think the game is over, pick the ball up and hand it to him. They had no idea. 
They had not understood about the loaves. Their lack of spiritual perception, 
combined maybe with their lack of readiness to learn, made them blind to the 
reality of the person of Jesus. They hadn’t got a clue. How about us? How about 
you and me? Do we know who the real Jesus is?  

Let’s go to Mark 4:35. Let’s follow the storyline. Let’s not forget that many people 
object to reading the New Testament as history on the grounds that it contains 
accounts of Christ’s miracles. But these miracles are historical events. They 
actually happened. The disciples were told by Jesus to go over to the other side. 
It wasn’t their own idea; they were doing what he had told them to do. It is very 
important to bear this in mind because of what happened next. 

They obeyed Jesus and then the storm came. The storms we face don’t destroy 
our relationship to Jesus, they strengthen it. The disciples thought they had 
everything under control. They had obeyed Jesus and got into the boat. And 
then a furious squall, such as is very common on the Sea of Galilee, came up. 
Jesus was with them in the boat, comfortably sleeping on a cushion. Suddenly 
the disciples were out of their depth. Their knowledge was not sufficient for the 
circumstances. The notion that they were in control was completely taken from 
them. Jesus can still the storms in our hearts. The clouds of guilt and shame, 
the one-sided, unreciprocated, unreturned love, the broken hearts, our anxious 
souls and weary spirits. 

We don’t need the picture of a little Jesus being held in someone’s arms in the 
corner of an ancient building. We don’t need a picture of a Jesus who is 
constantly being crucified on a cross. He’s not on a cross anymore. He is alive. 
He lives. In Hebrews 10:4, we read, ‘For by one sacrifice he has made perfect 
forever those who are being made holy’, in Romans 6:10, ‘The death he died, 
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God’ and  in 1 Peter 
3:18, ‘For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.’ 

We need the picture of Jesus which we find in the Gospels. The gospel is not 
ultimately a collection of doctrines but a revelation of a person. It is not made up 
of abstract propositions. It is about a living Lord Jesus. He understands our 
hearts, our situations and our suffering. He is able to empathise with our 
weaknesses. He walked through the valley of the shadow of death. He has been 
resurrected to new life. He is now seated in the heavens in the place of power 
and authority. He is my all in all. He is everything to me. He is creator of the 
universe, sustainer of the universe. As Phil Wickham sings, HE is our Living 
Lord. 

Jesus understands our anxiety. He’d fixed the hungry crowd. He’d fixed the 
storm. But the disciples still hadn’t got it! “Who is this?” they said, “even the winds 
and the waves obey him!” There is no storm in my life or your life or our church 
life in which this Jesus is disinterested. He will lead us into stormy waters, he will 
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lead us into situations where storms are likely to develop. And you don’t need to 
wake him up. He knows and he is ready. Jesus fixed the storm and he’ll fix you 
and, for that matter, me as well. But that is not the real issue though. 

Jesus calms the natural storm on the lake. That is really a no-brainer. Colossians 
1:15-17 tells us ‘The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 
been created through him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together’ and John 1:1-3 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made.’ He made the Sea of Galilee, so calming the storm there is really easy, 
really straightforward, as uncomplicated as it gets. He’d made the Sea of Galilee; 
what was the Sea of Galilee going to do to him? The disciples needed to know 
that God, in Jesus Christ, is majestic. That he is King. That he is the ruler over 
all nature. 

Whether we are healed or not, whether our relationships work out as we would 
wish or not, whether our jobs and careers go in directions where we think they 
ought to go or not, these things don’t really matter that much. Not in comparison 
with knowing who Jesus is. The storms Jesus brings into our lives as we follow 
him are opportunities to understand who he really is. The Lord of Lords, the King 
of Kings, the maker and sustainer of the universe. The storms he brings into our 
lives lead us to seek greater dependence on him. He is waiting for you now to 
let him into your heart. And if he is already there, he’s waiting for you to take the 
next step of obedience.  

That leads us to looking very briefly at one of the most stupid questions that 
anybody ever asked Jesus. You see the disciples are in the boat, the boat is 
being swamped in the storm and Jesus is asleep on a cushion. With a 
combination of first-class spiritual ineptitude which we rarely see or experience, 
with a mixture of unbelief, distrust and sheer impatience, the disciples wake 
Jesus and ask, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” If there was a section in 
the Guinness Book of Records for what is the most stupid question ever this 
could well be in with a chance of being included. The disciples are speaking to 
Jesus and maybe thinking of the Galilean carpenter, the son of Mary and 
Joseph, who walks out onto the stage of human history and does these dramatic 
things and they ask him, “Don’t you care if we drown?” Just think for a minute. 
Why is Jesus in the boat? Why is Jesus in the world? Why is Jesus going to die 
on a cross? Because he cares. 

But the disciples can only see the storm. They can only see the danger. They 
can only see the immediacy of their own individual circumstances. And this 
comes between them and the assurance of Jesus’ love for them. They lost sight 
of Jesus’ word, “Let us go over to the other side.” The storms in our lives are not 
sent to us to separate us from the assurance of God’s love. The storms in our 
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lives are sent to lead us to seek greater dependence on him. Is that what you 
want? 

If, when I have finished speaking here this morning, I walk out of the chapel into 
Galligreaves or Wensley Fold and try to engage in conversation at a distance of 
two metres with those I come into contact with, and ask something like,  “By the 
way, do you believe in justification? Have you been justified? Do you believe in 
redemption? Are you redeemed? Do you believe in sanctification? Are you 
sanctified?”, then I think nobody will understand, probably no-one will be 
interested, and I do not seriously expect anybody would listen. 

But, if I look into the faces of those I meet, if I look into their thoughts and minds 
and hearts, if I say something like, “Please give me less than one minute to let 
me tell you what Jesus did for me. He forgave me everything I have ever done 
wrong, he cleaned me up inside out, he gave me hope for my future. He is always 
with me. He understands me. Would you like to know more, would you like to 
get to know who Jesus really is?” What would happen then? How would people 
react? 

What kind of a Jesus have we created? We have created this Jesus and that 
Jesus, but most people aren’t interested in them. They need a Jesus who is 
there, a Jesus who is with them, a Jesus who cares for them and confronts them 
with difficult truths when they need it. I’m not talking of a ‘push-button’ Jesus 
where you hit the button when you need something, otherwise you ignore him. 
Or a ‘self-service’ Jesus. You take your trolley, enter the shop and choose what 
kind of Jesus you take out with you depending on how much you are prepared 
to pay. No. I’m not talking about a ‘buffet’ Jesus where you choose what and 
how much you want and come back to the buffet table if you fancy more. No. 

It costs everything to follow Jesus.  Let me give you an illustration. The Green 
Bay Packers are a professional American football team based in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. It’s kind of a back of beyond place. The Packers have won 13 league 
championships, the most in NFL history, with nine pre–NFL Superbowl titles and 
four Superbowl victories. The Packers won the first two Super Bowls in 1967 
and 1968 with their coach Vince Lombardi. The coach was asked if winning for 
him was the most important thing. He said, “Winning isn't everything; it's the only 
thing.” Is following Jesus the most important thing in your life? Or is it the only 
thing? 

Jesus makes me and you able to love people who we couldn’t stand, people 
who we couldn’t cope with. He cleans us out and makes us whole. Jesus gives 
us peace and joy in our hearts and minds even in really difficult life-changing 
situations like losing a close relative, experiencing breakdowns in relationships, 
losing our jobs, being faced with financial hardship or being confronted by 
disease and life-threatening illnesses. 

Who is not interested in this Jesus? He’s for real. Give him your life today. 
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Song: He Lives 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

From heaven to earth our Saviour came 
For us on a cross, he bled and died 
And from the cross to an empty grave 
He rose to life, he rose to life 

Chorus: 

He lives reigning in power 
He lives, name above all names 
Hallelujah now forever 
Hallelujah Christ is risen! 

All glory to him upon the throne 
Forever exalted and seated high 
The Lamb of God, he has overcome! 
He is alive, he is alive! 

Chorus 

And on that day with him I'll rise 
For Christ, he lives in me 
This life I life no longer mine 
For Christ, he lives in me 

Chorus 

“He Lives” words & music by Ben Cantelon, Chris Tomlin, Nick 
Herbert and Reuben Morgan 
© 2016 Ben Cantelon Publishing Designee S. D. G. Publishing Safe 
& Sound Music sixsteps Songs Thankyou Music Worship Together 
Music SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia 
CCLI License No. 5664 

Prayers 

We thank, you, Father that you are ever-present with us and constantly care for 
us.  Thank you that we can approach you without fear and confess our 
shortcomings.  In this time of crisis and uncertainty, give us courage, help us to 
trust you and help us to support one another with wise words of encouragement 
and acts of kindness.  Help us to share your love and the good news of salvation 
and hope with others.  We thank you for all those who are working hard in difficult 
circumstances to support us and pray that you will strengthen and protect them. 

Song: Now Thank We All Our God 

(If you’re online, click here to listen, or just read the words) 

Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices 
Who wondrous things has done 
In whom this world rejoices 
Who from our mothers' arms 
Has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love 
And still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us 

And keep us in his grace 
And guide us when perplexed 
And guard us through all ills 
In this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given 
The Son and him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven 
The one eternal God 
Whom heaven and earth adore 
For thus it was, is now 
And shall be evermore. 

The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmHW-s_7WXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s99dNPKYtHk

